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WIN A REAL BELT! 


Dream up your very own professional wrestler and 
manage his career. Compete for the World Title every 
three weeks and win a championship belt, engraved 
plaque, or other prizes! 


Don’t get scammed by imitators that will take your 
money and run — the IWA created play-by-mail 
wrestling in 1985 and has been going strong 
ever since. Our prizes are better, our service is 
better, and our prices are even lower than 
when we started! 


No one has the competition we do. 
Choose from over 8,000 oppo- 
nents in more than 60 leagues, 
managed by people from all over 
the world. Those managers 
have included movie stars and 
professional wrestlers, like 
everyone’s favorite superhero, 
Shane “Hurricane” Helms! 


Use this coupon to create 
your imaginary wrestler. 
Send it with $3 for your first 
ten matches to: 
IWA CHALLENGE 
BOK 5275 


WILLOWICK, OH 44095 


www 


Playiwa.com 


21. Face rake 
YOUR NAME (PRINT NEATLY) 


STREET ADDRESS 
} ign 

31. Full nelson 
12. Choke slam . Sek i CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE 
13. Claw 
14. Clothesline 
15. Cross body block ! _____—__ 
16. Double axehandle ) ‘ WRESTLER'S NAME (DO NOT USE ANY REAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES) 
17. Drop kick [ : 
18. Eagle split . WEAR-DOWN HOLDS: Choose 10 of the holds at the left r a 
49, Elbow smast : ie) OLDS: Choose 10 of the holds at the left numbered 1-60. Only use a hold once. 
20, Eye gouge F 80. Wrist lock 


| 


61. Abdominal stretch 71. Cradle 81. Power bomb 
62. Avalanche 72. Crucifix 82. Power slam 

63, Backbreaker 73, DDT 83, Scorpion deathlock 
64. Backroll press 74. Figure four 84. Sleeper 

65, Belly to belly 75, Flying leg drop 85. Slingshot suplex 
66. Big splash 76, Gourd buster 86. Spine buster 1 2 3" 4 

67. Boston crab f 

68. Brain buster i 

69, Camel clutch 


70. Cobra clutch . Pi 5 FINISHING HOLD: Create your own custom final maneuver or choose a hold from our list. 


| 
| 


SET-UP HOLDS: Choose 5 of the holds at the left numbered 61-90. Only use a hold once. 


| 
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HAVE TO ADMIT: I’m feeling rather Miz-erable about our selection for the top 

spot in the “PW/ 500.” 

Oh, | get the fact that The Miz held a piece of 25 or so titles in WWE from last 
June 1 to May 31, the period of time our staff uses to evaluate candidates for the 
“500.” | even have to admit that, given the options, he was the proper selection for 
the top spot. (By 2011 standards, The Miz holding the WWE title for five months is 
roughly the equivalent of Bruno Sammartino holding it for 7% years, 40 years ago). 
But that’s not doing much for my queasy stomach. 

To be sure, The Miz is having a career year, but couldn’t he have finished on a 
bit of a higher note? 

Following his tainted victory over John Cena at WrestleMania 27 in April, Miz 
went from awesome to awful. His win-loss record seen at The Internet Wrestling 
Database (http://www.profightdb.com/wrestlers/the-miz-412.html?res=2000) is de- 
ceptive because it does not include most of his house show appearances, which 
included a spate of clean pinfall losses, primarily to Cena. We’re not supposed to 
consider matches that took place after May 31, but it’s hard to overlook a pinfall 
defeat to his former stooge, Alex Riley, at Capitol Punishment. From a business 
perspective, it’s not a good thing for prospective buyers of this issue to see a man 
on acover and have this reaction: “Him? The best in the world?” 

You're killin’ me, Miz! 

A similar thing happened last year. AJ Styles was deserving of the number-one 
spot, and his selection was well received even by fans partial to WWE. A little 
over a month before the end of the evaluation period, Styles lost the TNA World 
championship to Rob Van Dam, and his momentum began to sputter. By the time 
the “500” hit the newsstands, he no longer seemed like a worthy recipient of the 
number-one spot. 

There has been some talk in this office about a “PW/ 500” jinx, but that hardly 
seems plausible. Styles’ and Miz’ slumps began before they were even informed 
of their selections. | think there are more tangible reasons why the two men had 
their problems. 

In AJ’s case, the taxing schedule of a fighting champion just wore him down. He 
reigned as champion for seven full months, and most of his defenses were against 
men considerably stronger—Kurt Angle, Samoa Joe, Tomko, and Abyss among 
them. Miz is also a relatively little man, but he got into trouble by becoming overly 
dependent on help from Riley. That worked out just fine for him while he was WWE 
champion and didn’t have to concern himself with losing matches by disqualifica- 
tion. After he lost the WWE title to John Cena at Extreme Rules on May 1, however, 
he seemed to have no idea how to regain it within the framework of the rules. He 
became increasingly frustrated with Riley, who was too inexperienced to hide his 
interference from the refs. Ultimately, he tossed Riley to the curb, leaving himself 
without the most important weapon in his arsenal. 

In spite of his outward bravado, Miz is going through a crisis of confidence and 
may never reclaim the form that earned him the top spot in this year’s “PW/ 500.” 
Unless he can turn things around quickly, he’s going to have to explain to a lot of 
people why he’s worthy of that position, and simply saying, “Because I’m awesome” 
isn’t going to get it done. 
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FEATURES 


THE 21st ANNUAL “PWI 500” 
Yet again, we amass our annual ranking of the sport's 500 
top wrestlers. After months of research and analysis, we 
present our list and back it up with hard-hitting data 


DESPITE SOME MIZ-GIVINGS ON OUR PART ... THE TOP 
SPOT IN THE “500” WAS WELL EARNED 
The Miz hit a slump over the summer, but during our eval- 
uation period, nobody had a more successful year 


FAREWELL TO THE “500” 
Some familiar names that dropped off the list for 
various reasons 


“PWI500” ALPHABETICAL LISTING 
The whole list, A-Z, in its entirety 


FRANK KREWDA’S TAKE 
The Miz’ awesome achievement 


DAN MURPHY’S TAKE 
Why numbers 250-500 matter 


HARRY BURKETT’S TAKE 
Analyzing Jerry Lawler’s ranking 


DAVE LENKER’S TAKE 
Parity and wrestling don’t mix 


AL CASTLE’S TAKE 
TNA's disappointing showing 
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THE VERY BEST OF WCW MONDAY NITRO 


full decade after the conclusion of the Mon- 

day Night War—and the ultimate demise of 

World Championship Wrestling —sentimen- 
tality remains high for those heady times of intrigue 
and excitement. Indeed, the era remains a defining 
moment in the history and evolution of professional 
wrestling. For these reasons, retrospectives that 
touch upon this particular area are the ->——— 
bread-and-butter of wrestling’s nostal- | @ 
gia-driven market. 

The Very Best Of WCW Monday Ni- 
trois WWE’s latest effort at capitaliz- 
ing on the fond memories of wrestling 
fans who long for the wild and woolly 
days when high-stakes competition 
between moguls Ted Turner and Vince 
McMahon brought about some of the 
most explosive action and scintillating 
storylines in the history of the genre. 
This three-DVD set boasts eight hours 
of some of the greatest moments in the 
history of WCW’s flagship show, spanning its full run 
from 1995 to 2001. Three-time world champion “Dia- 
mond” Dallas Page is the host for this thrill-packed 
trip through the WCW archives. 

This set offers an extensive selection of footage 
related to noteworthy angles and developments 
from the absolute heyday of Nitro, from the arriv- 
al of “Outsiders” Kevin Nash and Scott Hall to the 
creation of the legendary New World Order faction. 
Some of the show’s more unflattering and contro- 
versial moments are included in this retrospective 
as well, including the NWO’s no-holds-barred lam- 
poon of The Four Horsemen as well as the much- 
maligned “Fingerpoke Of Doom” incident. 

There’s no shortage of in-ring action on the discs, 
and longtime fans of the brand will be pleased to see 
some terrific cruiserweight action from the likes of 
Rey Mysterio Jr., Dean Malenko, and Chris Jericho. 
Moreover, the collection is positively laden with big- 
time matchups involving top-tier talents such as Hulk 
Hogan, Goldberg, Bret Hart, Lex Luger, Sting, and 
“Macho Man” Randy Savage. This tremendous ar- 
ray of wrestling talent is nicely complemented by the 
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original, largely unedited play-by-play of announcers 
like Bobby “The Brain” Heenan and Mike Tenay. 

Of the many standout matches showcased in The 
Very Best Of WCW Monday Nitro, it’s the July 6, 1998, 
contest between Goldberg and Hogan that captures 
the true essence of Nitro at its very zenith. The match, 
which ended with Goldberg's first-ever victory for the 
World heavyweight title, unfolded be- 
fore a packed Georgia Dome teeming 
with over 38,000 of the WCW faithful 
who reveled in the epic grandeur of the 
much-anticipated title change. 

It’s undoubtedly a daunting task to 
consolidate several years’ worth of 
remarkable material into a format that 
will fit nicely onto a handful of DVDs, 
and while WWE's effort is admirable, 
The Very Best Of WCW Monday Ni- 
tro doesn’t quite capture the full spirit 
and magic of the original series. The 

~ collection is great when viewed as a 
chronological and historical document of sorts, but 
matches and angles are largely stitched together 
with little introduction or context, and those who are 
not intimately familiar with the twists and turns of 
WCW’s evolution and decline might well struggle to 
fully appreciate the importance of particular matches 
and events. Also, while it’s encouraging to see DDP 
take center stage in a WWE-affiliated production 
once again, he appears somewhat restrained and 
hesitant to deliver the kind of candid and irreverent 
performance that longtime fans would expect. 

Nevertheless, this collection is thoroughly enter- 
taining and fans from all eras will enjoy this exten- 
sive retrospective of one of wrestling’s finest televi- 
sion series. With an impressive array of memorable 
and exciting content, The Very Best Of WCW Mon- 
day Nitro garners 3% out of five suplexes. 
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TALKIN’ TRASH 


10. Chyna passes on a run with TNA, opting to 
pursue a career as an adult film star. 


9. Andy Leavine is selected as the winner of 
WWE's Tough Enough reality show. 


8. Kurt Angle retains possession of his Olym- 
pic gold medal following a raucous match with 
Jeff Jarrett at Sacrifice. 


7. Alex Shelley joins forces with James Storm 
to defend Beer Money’s tag team title. 


6. Ring of Honor announces its return to tele- 
vision after inking a deal with Sinclair Broadcast 
Group. 


It’s a long way from the Rio Grande Valley of the 
Lone Star State to the concrete jungle of Los Ange- 
les, California, but modern-day cowboy Jody Kristof- 
ferson is walking that very path in pursuit of a dream. 
Aspiring for greatness within the squared circle, Krist- 
offerson is fast becorning a rising star of the West 
Coast's independent wrestling scene. 

The son of legendary singer-songwriter 
Kris Kristofferson, Jody enjoyed wrestling 
as & Child, but it was a chance opportunity 
as a young adult that provided him with a 
néw perspective on the world of profes- 
sional wrestling. Working security on his 
father’s 2004 tour of Europe, Jody took 
advaritage of some downtime to check out 
@ WWE house show in Dublin, Ireland. He 
credits Booker T’s performance that night 
as one of the key factors in his decision to 
consider wrestling as a career. “Il saw how he worked 
the crowd and, while there were bigger matches on 
the card, that one really spoke to me.” 

Kristofferson walked through the door of All Pro 
Wrestling’s Boot Carno training facility in 2007 and he 
irnrnediately rnade ar. irapression upon APW owner and 
trainer Roland Alexander. “Roland took a look at me 


5. Christian turns on Randy Orton in a bid to 
wrest away the World heavyweight title. 


4. TNA attempts a reboot of its celebrated X 
division. 


3. Alex Riley splits with The Miz. 


2, R-Truth raises eyebrows and piques the in- 
terest of wrestling fans with his compelling mike 
work and improved in-ring performance. 


1. Mr. Anderson defeats Sting at Sacrifice to 
become a two-time TNA World champion. 


and saw a big ol’ corn-fed boy. He said the only phrase 
he could think of to describe me was 'Big Country." 

Wearing a cowboy hat and carrying a leather bull- 
whip to the ring, Kristofferson’s appearance evokes 
memories of old-school trailblazers like Dutch Man- 
tel and Stan Hansen. Indeed, “Big Country” is more 
than happy to accept such comparisons 
as heartfelt compliments, but his method- 
ology and repertoire continue to evolve 
with time. “They tell us in APW that you’ve 
got to be a student of the game,” said 
Kristofferson. “Watch and study film and 
know your history.” 

Kristofferson earned a tryout for WWE’s 
recent Tough Enough series. Last year, 
he made a brief appearance on Smack- 
down, joining forces with two other young 
grapplers in a handicap match against 
Big Show. Kristofferson beams with confidence and 
enthusiasm when he speaks of his vision for the 
future. “Wrestling isn’t just about putting yourself 
over," he said, “it’s about making your opponents 
look good, too. !’m willing to do whatever it takes to 
make it. | want to give fans the same feeling that | 
still get when | watch wrestling.” 
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“NO IDOL TIME FOR “THE DURBINATOR” 


| WE HEARD THAT! 


“| think | probably forgot my lines one night and 
just kept saying ‘excuse me’ to remember what | had 
to say next, and the fans just got louder. | tried it a 
couple more times and we thought, /et’s stay with it 
and see where it goes. Now | sign all my autographs 
with ‘excuse me.” 

—Vickie Guererro, sharing the origins of her sig- 
nature phrase “Excuse me!” in an interview with The 
Baltimore Sun’s Kevin Eck 
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“If there is that one last, huge match that really, 
really meant something to the fans, that would have 
to be against ‘Stone-Cold’ Steve Austin. | can see 
him already making appearances back on TV and 
he’s already starting to get full of himself.” 

—Hulk Hogan to Jon Robinson of espn.com, dis- 
cussing the possibility of ending his career on a high 
note 


“The struggle still continues ... I’m very proud of 
the road that I’ve accomplished ... The good and the 


bad, | take them all because that’s what made me 
who | am. All my mistakes, all my accomplishments, 
the good things I’ve done, the bad I’ve done, and 
the mistakes I’ve learned from, the mistakes I’ve 
never done before—all of that made me into what 
lam now.” 

—R-Truth, speaking on the Busted Open satellite 
radio show, reflecting upon his personal and profes- 
sional journeys 


“If | had to wrestle anybody every night, it would 
be him.” 

—Kurt Angle on TNA colleague Jeff Jarrett, from 
an interview with Simon Head for The Mirror's 
“TKO” podcast 


“People are kidding themselves. Sinclair is like 20 
television stations with 22 percent market penetra- 
tion in the United States. Twenty-two percent means 
you don’t exist from an advertiser’s point of view. It 
means Nielsen doesn’t track you as a network.” 

—Eric Bischoff from an interview with Monday Night 
Mayhem, sharing his perception of Ring of Honor’s 
new television deal with Sinclair Broadcasting 


“| just purchased my first Swiffer today. | am to- 
tally on a domestic high. Cheeseburger macaroni 
for all!” 

— SHIMMER co-founder Allison Danger, via her 
official Twitter page 


SEPTEMBER'S BEST. 
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“CAPTION ME! 
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RINGSIDE 


WITH BILL MELTZER 


E MIGHT HAVE made 
more enemies than friends 
in the executive suites at 
Titan Towers with his now-infa- 
mous rant at the end of a late- 
June Raw, but few if any fellow 
wrestlers had anything negative to 


say following scathing 
tirade about and 
WWE politics. 


A host of current and former 
WWE personalities weighed in 
on the subject on Twitter and 
Facebook in the days that fol- 
lowed Punk’s condemnation of 


were 
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the company. Most heaped praise 
on Punk. 

, who is now working for 
New Japan, called the speech 
Punk’s “Austin 3:16 moment” that 
could launch him to even greater 
heights in his persona as an out- 
spoken antihero. 
deemed Punk “a god” on that 
night. congratu- 


lated both Punk and McMahon 
(who allowed the promo to go on 
for over six minutes) for “doing 
something that hasn’t been done 
in a while ... make history.” Said 


CM Punk held nothing back in the now-famous promo he cut at the end of Raw. 
Some company execs may have been taken aback by his comments, but Punk 
received nothing but critical acclaim from fellow wrestlers. 
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, “CM 
Punk’s promo—shoot or work? 
Who cares? When you are so 
good that you can put that doubt 
in viewers’ minds, you have done 
your job very well.” 

, a former WWE 
wrestler who was mentioned by 
Punk during his diatribe and is 
one of the Punk’s closest friends 
said, “He almost has the ability to 
change professional wrestling as 
we know it. It has been so stag- 
nant and vanilla. It kind of shook 
up the wrestling world because of 
his real-life frustrations.” 

In a recent interview with Phoe- 
nix radio station KUPD, 

directed some candid com- 
ments toward . Orton 
admitted that he had some per- 
sonal differences with Johnson, 
and was not a big fan of the idea 
of The Rock getting a main-event 
spot at WrestleMania a year in 
advance, especially since he has 
been away from the ring for so 
long. Johnson, who refused to is- 
sue a rebuttal, instead posted a 
notice on his Twitter feed that he 
had landed a leading role in an 
upcoming G./. Joe movie. 

Orton also refused to back down 
from a previous accusation that 
Johnson had contacted Vince Mc- 
Mahon to complain when Orton cut 
a promo mentioning both The Rock 
and . The WWE World 
champion said that rival third-gen- 
eration star Johnson was not as 
good on promos as 

Orton also remarked on 

dating habits during the 
interview, claiming he could think 
of “at least 10” WWE personalities 
romantically linked to the Divas 
champion. 

Kelly responded to Orton’s 
comments on her Twitter account 
by saying the best way to handle 
Orton’s “stupidity” was to ignore 
it. Orton later tweeted a public 
apology to Kelly on his account, 
which she posted on her account 
as well. 

Orton’s most intriguing com- 
ments, however, were reserved 


for himself. He admitted that he 
had a lot of growing up to do 
when he first became a star and 
that, in retrospect, he engaged in 
behavior that he is not proud of. In 
promoting an upcoming WWE bio- 
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graphical DVD, he admitted that 
he had a significant substance 
abuse problem at one time, and 
credits his wife for saving his life. 

A Florida coroner has ruled that 
the death of former WWF World 


heavyweight champion 

was a re- 
sult of cardiac arrest caused by a 
form of heart disease. From the 
start of the investigation, alcohol 
and prescription pain medica- 


Randy Orton and John Cena have clashed in the past, but when it comes to The Rock, it seems 
Orton has “The Champ’s” back. Orton recently gave a radio interview in which he said Cena’s mike 
work trumped Rock’s. 
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Hulk Hogan has been the target of some pointed words from both Warrior and ex-wife Linda. 
Hogan’s buddy Eric Bischoff once said that controversy creates cash, but for Hulk, it seems contro- 
versy creates nothing but headaches. 


tions had been virtually ruled out 
as a potential cause of death. The 
coroner also confirmed that the in- 
juries Savage sustained when he 
crashed his car while having the 
heart attack were not of the variety 
that usually cause death. 

The coroner’s findings are con- 
sistent with statements made by 
Savage’s brother, retired wrestler 

. Sav- 
age was taking several prescrip- 
tion medications at the time of his 
death, but the doses found in his 
body were of therapeutic levels that 
a doctor would typically prescribe. 

There have been recent rumors 
that either or 

—or both—would be re- 
turning to WWE in the near future. 
However, all parties have refuted 
the rumors. While both men have 
made recent contact with the com- 
pany, it is believed to be in con- 
junction with a DVD project. On the 
other hand, one (considerably less 
famous) name from the semi-recent 
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WWE past who may be returning 
on a full-time basis is former man- 
ager and wrestler } 
has recently been 
involved in a very public war of 
words with (formerly 
) and ex-wife 

. Warrior did not take kindly 
to comments Hogan made about 
him to an Australian television in- 
terviewer and fired back by post- 
ing a series of online videos issu- 
ing scathing assaults on Hogan’s 
character and honesty, and alleg- 
ing Hogan was guilty of a variety 
of egregious behind-the-scenes 
misdeeds and generally unaccept- 
able behavior. 

Linda Bollea, who is promot- 
ing her new tell-all book about her 
volatile marriage to arguably the 
most famous pro wrestler of the 
past half-century, claimed to televi- 
sion interviewers that her husband 
had routinely abused prescription 
medications and it led to unpredict- 
able—and sometimes physically 


violent—outbursts directed toward 
her. Hogan has since gone on re- 
cord categorically denying the ac- 
cusations that his former ring rival 
and ex-wife made. 
posted a 
lengthy message on his own web- 
site to address conflicting reports 
about his status in TNA. 
said that he is still commit- 
ted to his current employer and 
also alluded to the Punk situation 
in WWE as well as his own history. 
Dinero wrote, “To those that write 
in to bury Vinnie ‘you know who’... 
Trust Pope when | tell ya, that guy 
is to Pope as a bird handler is to a 
caged dove that palms it, releases 
it, and says, ‘Go do what you were 
meant to do ... Fly and be free!” 
Hall of Famer 
recently received some very 
encouraging medical news that he 
shared with his fans: After radia- 
tion treatments for a form of can- 
cer, the cancer is now in complete 
remission. Tweeted “The Rowdy 
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Scot” to his followers, “I beat can- 
cer again. My Tweeters are the 
best. Thanks for your love.” 

Originally slated to miss up to 
a couple months as a result of a 
neck injury, the recovery timeframe 
of WWE star has 
been extended by his doctors. 
His recuperation and physical re- 
hab have not progressed quite as 
quickly as initially hoped. As a re- 
sult, he isn’t expected back until 
early-autumn. 

Ring of Honor tag team stand- 
outs and former ROH tag team 
champions and 

have re- 
ceived a formal contract offer 
from WWE management follow- 
ing an impressive showing in a 
tryout match. If and when the pair 
accept, they are likely to be as- 
signed to Florida Championship 
Wrestling. It is unknown if they 
would remain a tag team (the 
WWE tag team scene is arguably 
at its weakest in many years), but 
both performers would almost 
certainly undergo name changes. 
avoided potential jail 
time for failure to comply with a 
judgment against him to repay 
$35,000 that he owed to Highspots 
Inc., a company that sells wrestling 
merchandise. The money was paid 
on the final day before a bench 
warrant was to have been issued 
for the arrest of the “Nature Boy.” 

, an original mem- 
ber of who worked in the 
WWE for a year during the Attitude 
Era, recently announced his retire- 
ment. He has already wrestled his 
final match in Japan. However, 
Togo reportedly plans to make one 
final North American tour before 
leaving the ring for good. 

, the first wife of 
Hall of Famer ; 
recently passed away at the age of 
98. Although she was in very poor 
health, she attended her late for- 
mer husband’s WWE Hall of Fame 
induction ceremony on the eve 
of WrestleMania 26 to accept on 
his behalf. Four children and nu- 
merous grandchildren and great- 


Betty Wagner, the former wife of wrestling legend “Gorgeous” George Wagner, 


lived to see her late husband enshrined in WWE's Hall of Fame at WrestleMania 


26. She passed away recently at 98. 


grandchildren survive the former 
Mrs. Wagner. 

Born , she 
and George married in a wrestling 
ring during a wrestling card in Eu- 
gene, Oregon, in 1939. The wed- 
ding proved such an attraction that 
promoters re-staged it numerous 
times in other locales. 

Many of George’s infamously 
flamboyant ring capes and robes 
(which were often described in 
full detail by announcers to fans 
watching on their black-and-white 
television sets) were made by Bet- 


ty’s mother, a professional seam- 
stress. The couple separated and 
divorced in 1951. Betty stepped 
away from the wrestling scene fol- 
lowing her divorce from George, 
and did not appear again until she 
was wheeled onstage at the WWE 
Hall of Fame ceremony. 

The wrestling world is also 
mourning the death of indepen- 
dent wrestler . The 
39-year-old Steel died as a result 
of a heart attack suffered shortly 
before a scheduled match in his 
Arkansas hometown. O 
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The story behind this year’s number-one ranked wrestler in the “PWI/ 
500” is one of surmounting seemingly impossible obstacles, and not 
only making it to the top, but staying there for longer than most anyone 
could have expected. 

Sounds familiar. 

That’s because, 20 years ago, inside a small office in Rockville Cen- 
tre on New York's Long Island, the staff of this magazine set its sights 
on the most ambitious undertaking in the history of the wrestling 
media—a thoughtfully considered, meticulously analyzed list of the 
best 500 wrestlers in the sport. 

Even as a one-off project, it was a gargantuan undertaking, requir- 
ing writers and editors to burn the midnight oil for weeks on end, poring 
over videotapes and news clippings of wrestlers from around the 
globe. Eventually, the first “PW/ 500” was completed, and when it hit 
the newsstands in the summer of 1991, all the hard work paid off. 

And yet despite the long hours and recurring nightmares about 
being attacked by an excluded wrestler, we wouldn't have it any other 
way. In fact, whenever the idea of significantly overhauling the “PWI 
500” to lessen the workload for the staff has come up over the years, 
it’s been immediately, and unanimously, shot down by the very people 
who anguish to put it together each year. 

The reason? More than just one of our top-selling issues each year, 
the “PWI/ 500” has become a wrestling tradition. Journeyman indepen- 
dent wrestlers rejoice in making the cut. Superstars take pride in 


breaking into the top 10. And, each year, one lucky wrestler feels the 
immeasurable satisfaction of being named best in the world. 

As you know by now, this year that man is The Miz, the reality show 
contestant-turned WWE superstar who surprised the wrestling world by 
winning the WWE heavyweight title and successfully defending it for 
almost 5% months. 

The Miz’ “awesome” year was enough to edge out perennial contend- 
ers for the top ranking from WWE, including John Cena, who ended The 
Miz’ reign, and Randy Orton, who picked up two world titles during the 
evaluation period. 

Reflecting an inconsistent year for the nation’s number-two wrestling 
company, TNA boasts only one wrestler in the top 10—the same number 
as the far smaller Ring of Honor. And, as always, we also analyze the 
cream of the international crop, including one Japanese sensation domi- 
nant enough to reach the number-five spot. 

Our staff compiled this list using criteria that included win-loss record, 
championships won, quality of competition, major feuds, prominence 
within their individual promotion(s), and overall wrestling ability. The list 
considers only a wrestler’s accomplishments during the period spanning 
June 1, 2010, through May 31, 2011. 

We did our best to be as scientific and objective as possible. But, 
inevitably, there will be those of you who'll think some of our rankings are 
way off-base. We welcome your feedback by mail, at our website pwi- 
online.com, or on our Facebook page. We hope you'll enjoy the 2011 
edition of the “PW/ 500.” 

Now, please excuse US while we get started on next year's edition. 


[The numbers in parentheses following the wrestlers’ names represent 
height, weight, years pro, and last year’s ranking. ] 
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‘tally dropped-a piece of chicken into a fellow 
“WWE wrestler’s bag. : 

“Already on a-short leash with senior lockerroom 
members, the consequences of his political faux pas 
were severe. He was banned-from the lockerroom 
and forced to change in the hallway. He even suf- 
fered the humiliation of having to use the public 
bathrooms alongside fans. Rather than throwing up 
his hands in frustration and giving up on his child- 
hood dream, Michael Mizanin forged ahead, refusing 
to be discouraged. He was determined to prove that 
not only was as he as good as the rest of the wres- 
tlers in the lockerroom, he was better. 

He went on to do just that. And his place atop the 
2011 “PW/I 500” is proof. 

The Miz—once an annoying reality show refugee 
who struggled for years to be taken seriously by fel- 
low wrestlers, management, and fans—tops this 
year’s “PW/ 500” list as the very best wrestler in the 
world. Or, should we say, the most awesome wres- 
tler in the world? 

“Of course, I’m number one. I’m the Miz. I’m awe- 
some,” the 30-year-old former WWE heavyweight 
champion said after being informed of his achieve- 
ment in a phone interview. “The other 499 never had 
a chance.” 


i | 1 HE MIZ STILL remembers the day he acciden- 
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The Miz’ top ranking caps off a whirlwind 12 months 
in WWE that would have made Cinderella jealous. In 
fact, his feat of having won every championship avail- 
able to him during the “PW/ 500” evaluation period has 
been accomplished by only one other “500” winner, 
“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin, who did it in 1998. 

It was at the inaugural Money in the Bank pay- 
per-view in July of last year where The Miz’ journey 
to prominence really picked up steam. There, he 
bested seven other men in a Raw ladder match to 
earn a guaranteed world championship opportunity 
at a time of his choosing. He cashed in his title shot 
against Randy Orton the following November, and 
shocked the world by winning the WWE heavyweight 
championship—the same title held by such greats as 
Bruno Sammartino, Hulk Hogan, and Bret Hart. 

Despite having won the most prestigious prize in 
all of wrestling, The Miz still couldn't win over the 
naysayers who labeled him a fluke champion. In the 
months that followed, though, the Ohio native 
showed that he was anything but a fluke, success- 
fully defending the title against a variety of oppo- 
nents, including John Morrison, Jerry. Lawler, Orton, 
and John Cena. 

All told, The Miz wore the title for 160 days—a vir- 
tual ice age by modern title reign standards. Even 
after losing it to Cena in April, Miz still had. one more 
prize yet to win. And winning it was enough to make 
the usually smug blowhard sound downright humble. 
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Though they occupy opposite ends of the “likeability” spectrum, The Miz and 
Steve Austin have some things in common. Both have appeared on Tough 
Enough, and both are the only “500” winners to capture every title available to 
them during the evaluation period. 
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bers of the PW/I staff were so easily 
sold on giving him top honors. But 
that seems appropriate, considering 
The Miz’ path to success in wrestling, 
and the never-ending line of doubters 
he has encountered along the way. 

The truth is, some doubt was 
warranted. Having gotten his first 
look by WWE largely because he 
attained some celebrity as a cast 
member of MTV’s The Real World: 
Back To New York, The Miz did have 
more to prove than other prospects 
who might have taken amore con- 
ventional route to WWE. 

That’s not to say that The Miz 
didn’t pay his dues. In 2004, he 
made it to the finals of the Tough 
Enough competition. Even after 


“| appreciate all the hard work you guys do over coming up short, he pushed ahead, accepting a spot 


there at PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, and for select- in WWE's far-from-glamorous developmental system. 
ing me number one,” he said. “It really is an honor. When The Miz eventually returned to WWE tele- 
Thank you.” vision, his role as a Ryan Seacrest-styled Smack- 
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The Miz enjoyed co-hosting The Dirt Sheet show with tag partner John Morrison on wwe.com. 
However, some of the barbs Miz slung on the show elicited resentment from co-workers. Miz says 


silencing his critics makes his spot atop the “500” sweeter. 
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Miz admits that he was not ready to battle “The Champ” 
when they clashed in 2009, but with a WrestleMania victory 
and higher 2011 “PW/ 500” finish than Cena, Miz should 
feel plenty confident as he pursues the man who ended his 
WWE title reign. 


down host might have actually set him farther back 
in his goals. In the months and years that followed, 
it seemed that for every step forward The Miz took, 
he took a step back. He found some success team- 
ing with John Morrison, but also rubbed some col- 
leagues the wrong way with the verbal jabs he took 
while co-hosting the team’s popular Internet show, 
The Dirt Sheet. 

After antagonizing Cena for months, he finally 
had the opportunity to challenge wrestling’s biggest 
star on pay-per-view at 2009’s The Bash. But Cena 
made quick work-of him, and symbolically cut the 
legs out from under him by wiping his feet on The 
Miz’ head on his way out of the ring. 

Wisely, The Miz chose to learn from his setbacks. 
And today, even he agrees that he was not ready to 
compete with Cena at that stage in his career. “Nei- 
ther the fans nor | were ready for me to be in the 
ring with John,” he said. “I just didn’t have enough 
feuds behind me at that point.” 

And so he set forth on building a new stage. He 
traded in his elbow-length gloves and long shorts for 
standard wrestling trunks. Hé fine-tuned his wres- 
tling arsenal, including his devastating finisher, The 
Skull Crushing Finale. And he found his comfort 
zone on the microphone. Boy, did he ever find it. 

More than just a catchphrase, “I’m the Miz and 
I’m awesome,” became something of a self-motiva- 
tional creed. Having convinced himself that he was 
a Cut above, he now had to convince fans and, per- 


haps more importantly, fellow wrestlers. 

It wasn’t easy. For example, the collective wres- 
tling universe scoffed when he was assigned to 
mentor well-respected veteran Daniel Bryan in the 
first season of NXT. Though Miz most likely still 
can’t match Bryan hold for hold (who can?), today 
it’s hard to argue that Bryan, and most any WWE 
newcomer, couldn't learn a lot from The Miz about 
how to make an impact in WWE. 

The hard road paid off for Miz on April 3, 2011, in 
the realization of a dream shared by nearly every 
wrestler who has ever stepped foot in a ring—com- 
peting in the main event of WrestleMania. It got 
even better than that, as The Miz went into the 
match as WWE champion, and shared the spotlight 
with two of the biggest wrestling stars of the past 
decade: his opponent, Cena, and the host of the 
event, The Rock. What’s more, The Miz won. 

A nearly perfect year for The Miz was capped off 
with a nearly perfect night. We say “nearly perfect 
night” because The Miz recalls none of it, having 
suffered a concussion during the bout when Cena 
tackled him onto the hard ringside floor. 

Still, The Miz didn’t complain about being robbed 
of any memory of, arguably, the most important night 
of his life. Instead, he just forged ahead, undeterred. 

And whether you like The Miz or not, its hard not 
to appreciate his ability to keep moving forward. C) 

Frank Krewda contributed to this article. 


It may be easy to criticize Miz for using dirty tactics, 
such as biting Evan Bourne, but nobody can deny that 
The Miz has improved in the ring, nor can anyone deny 
that he’s showed tremendous resolve in his climb to the 


top of WWE. 
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THE MIZ 


1 (6’1”, 231, 8, 12) 


PATH TO NUMBER 1: 44: in 2003, 371 in 2004, 
Not Listed in 2005; 174 in 2006, 148 in 2007, 54 
in 2008, 56 in 2009, 12 in 2010 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 

1. Cashed in his guaranteed world title shot on 
the November 22, 2010, edition of Monday Night 
Raw and defeated Randy Orton to become WWE 
heavyweight champion. 

2. With help from The Rock, defeated John Cena 
to retain his heavyweight title in the main event of 
WrestleMania 27. 

3. Won an eight-man ladder match at the first 
Money in the Bank pay-per-view on July 17 to 
earn a guaranteed world title match. 

4. Defeated Randy Orton in a tables match at 
December 18 TLC pay-per-view to retain WWE 
title. 

5. Beat WWE Hall of Famer Jerry Lawler at Feb- 
ruary 20’s Elimination Chamber pay-per-view to 
keep his championship. 


_WHY HE'S NUMBER 1: He’s The Miz and he’s 


—awfully better than he was just a year ago! ... 
Rise from scrawny reality show contestant to 
WrestleMania headliner is one of the more 
incredible Cinderella stories the sport has seen 
in years ... Wore the WWE heavyweight champi- 
onship for 160 days—the longest reign in three 
years, and the 17th longest of the 103 heavy- 
weight title reigns in WWE his- 
tory ... AS champ, picked up 
televised wins against John Mor- 
rison in a falls-count-anywhere 
match, Lawler in a TLC match, 
and Rey Mysterio Jr. in a non- 
title match... Wore the U.S. title 
early in the evaluation period 
and held on to it for three 
months ... Also briefly wore the 
tag team championship, teaming 
with John Cena to beat Justin 
Gabriel and Heath Slater ... 
Dubbed himself “The Most Must- 
See Champion In WWE History” 
because of several mainstream 
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The Conan O’Brien Show and Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon ... Also hosted an episode of TMZ 
... Not flashy in the ring, but nimble and effec- 
tive, just like his finisher, the Skull Crushing 
Finale facebuster ... Acocky loudmouth, capable 
of cutting down the most confident adversaries 
with his words. 


WHERE HE'S HEADED: Far removed from the 


days of being forced to change in the hallway, The 
Miz joins an elite list that includes only 16 other 
wrestlers as the top-ranked wrestler in the world in 
the “PW/ 500.” But, for all his accomplishments, 
there remain plenty of naysayers. (Suffice to say, 
Miz’ number-one ranking came only after some 
spirited debate among the PW/ staff.) The lingering 
doubts about The Miz are not unreasonable. He’s 
yet to compete in a truly great match. And many of 
his wins, including his world title victory against 
Orton last November and his WrestleMania victory 
over Cena, were tainted at best, and borderline 
criminal at worst. Unfortunately, The Miz’ reliance 
on shortcuts distracts observers from the Cleve- 
land, Ohio, native’s considerable talent and 
unquestionable determination. Whether you agree 
with his tactics, this much is for certain: During a 
nearly half-year world title reign, The Miz was 
unbeatable. Unfortunately, he’s looked anything but 
invincible since losing the heavyweight title. In an 
“| Quit” title rematch with Cena, he waved the white 
flag as soon as he was in trouble. Even his former 
lackey, Alex Riley, was manhandling The Miz 
around press time. It just may be that Cinderella's 
Carriage is turning back into a pumpkin. 


media appearances, including on 
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RANDY ORTON 


(6’4”, 245, 11, 4) 


PATH TO NUMBER 2: 217 in 2001, 33 in 2002, 
63 in 2003, 4 in 2004, 29 in 2005, 30 in 2006, 15 
in 2007, 1 in 2008, 5 in 2009, 4 in 2010 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


1. Defeated Christian on the May 6 edition of 
Smackdown to win his eighth world champion- 
ship, and his second during the “PW/ 500” evalu- 
ation period. 

2. Pinned champion Sheamus in a six-man title 
match at Night of Champions on September 19 to 
win the WWE heavyweight title. 

3. Beat arch-rival CM Punk in a grudge match at 
WrestleMania 27. 

4. Won a grueling Hell in a Cell battle against 
Sheamus to retain the WWE heavyweight cham- 
pionship on October 3. 

5. Pinned Wade Barrett to retain the WWE title in 
a November 21 Survivor Series match, with John 


Cena serving as referee. 


WHY HE'S NUMBER 2: wwe's “Apex Predator” 


stills hears voices in his head, but apparently 
they’re in a much better mood than ever before ... 
In his first full evaluation period as a fan favorite, 
Orton achieved considerable success, including 
two world title wins, three successful pay-per- 
view title defenses, and a WrestleMania victory 
... Picked up other important televised wins 
against then-World champion Kane, Dolph Zig- 
gler, and even John Cena in a tables match in 
September 2010 ... Beat then-heavyweight 
champion Sheamus at SummerSlam when 
Sheamus got himself intentionally disqualified 
to avoid losing the title ... Sixth WWE heavy- 
weight title reign ended at the two-month mark 
when The Miz cashed in his guaranteed title 
shot after Orton had just successfully defended 
the title against Barrett, and injured his knee in 
the process ... Competed twice at The Royal 
Rumble, losing a world title match to The Miz, 
and then entering 39th in the 40-man Rumble 
match ... In April, was drafted from Raw to § 
Smackdown, where he immediately became 
the brand’s top attraction ... Has perfected new 
and innovative ways to deliver his RKO finisher 
with heart-stopping suddenness ... Because of 
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that fact, opponents think twice before attempting 
top-rope maneuvers on him. 


WHERE HE'S HEADED: As of late, Orton has 


been wearing something that is a testament to 
how much he’s grown in this sport since making 
his WWE debut nearly a decade ago. No, it’s not 
that gold belt. It’s a smile. Although he may have 
begun taking on rulebreakers more than a year 
ago, until recently, he was still behaving like quite 
the heel. It’s only in the past few months that 
Orton has truly embraced what it means to be a 
“good guy.” He’s bestowed the virtues of a strong 
family life. He’s showed tremendous sportsman- 
ship in his bouts against Christian, even passing 
on an opportunity to punt-kick his skull. And, yes, 
he’s smiled. And it’s not that kitten-torturing, sin- 
ister smile either, but rather the kind of smile that 
offers a glimpse into the sincere happiness and 
appreciation that Orton has for the blessings in 
his life. Although once thought to be miscast as a 
fan favorite, Orton is now looking comfortable in 
the role, and it’s translated into more exciting and 
harder-fought matches. The man who once boast- 
ed that he would gladly kick his own grandmother 
if it meant keeping a world title has since learned 
a valuable lesson: When you’re doing something 
for the right reasons, you tend to do it better, and 
enjoy it more. 
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<3 JOHN CENA 


(6’3”, 260, 11, 2) 


PATH TO NUMBER 3: 281 in 2001, 46 in 2002, 
12 in 2008, 7 in 2004, 2 in 2005, 1 in 2006, 1 in 
2007, 3 in 2008, 3 in 2009, 2 in 2010 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


1. Won a triple-threat cage match involving The 
Miz and John Morrison at Extreme Rules on May 
1 to win his 10th world title. 

2. Led seven WWE stars to victory over The 
Nexus in a tag-team elimination match at Sum- 
merSlam on August 15. 

3. Won his third Elimination Chamber match to 
challenge for the WWE heavyweight champion- 
ship at WrestleMania 27. 

4. Persevered through a two-on-one beating to 
defeat The Miz in an “I Quit” title match at Over 
the Limit on May 22. 

5. Got revenge on Wade Barrett by beating and 
humiliating him in a tables match at TLC on 
December 19. 


WHY HE'S NUMBER 3: Although maybe not as 


dominant as he was five years ago, Cena remains 
wrestling’s most popular, and polarizing, act ... 
Twice wore the tag team championship over the 
past 12 months, but combined reigns lasted just 
over 24 hours ... Spent much of the evaluation peri- 
od competing not for championships, but for the 
honor of WWE against an invading gang of hungry 
newcomers in The Nexus ... Barrett’s faction got the 
better of Cena on several occasions, forcing him to 
join The Nexus, and even driving him to briefly leave 
WWE ... Feud with The Nexus briefly carried over 
into its new management under CM Punk ... 
Although it was The Miz who Cena took on at Wres- 
tleMania 27, much of the intrigue heading into, and 
out of, the big event revolved around his rivalry with 
The Rock... Also involved in a feud with former 
friend R-Truth ... At his best when promoting his 
moral code of hustle, loyalty, and respect ... At his 
worst when trying to be funny on the mike ... What 
Cena lacks in technical skill, he makes up for in 
heart, even in the face of great odds. 


WHERE HE'S HEADED: with every other wrestler 


in the top 10, we can do little more than prognosti- 
cate about what’s in store. But in Cena’s case, we 
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can offer a guarantee. In about seven months, 
Cena will compete in the biggest match of his 
career. That’s because, just 24 hours after the con- 
clusion of WrestleMania 27, the main event of next 
year’s WrestleMania was finalized: John Cena vs. 
The Rock. The bout may be a “dream match,” but 
it may also be a mixed blessing. It’s true the bout 
will likely mark the summit of Cena’s career, but 
once you reach a summit, there’s nowhere to go 
but down. He’s already defeated just about anyone 
who means anything in WWE. What's left for Cena 
to do? One obvious challenge would be to try to 
end The Undertaker’s WrestleMania streak, 
although that would have to wait until at least 2013. 
The other is to turn rulebreaker and show his fans 
another dimension of his persona. Nevertheless, 
while Cena’s distant future is uncertain, his imme- 
diate one is clear. To keep WrestleMania’s main 
event strong, it’s a good bet Cena will try to look as 
dominant as ever leading up to WM 28. 
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Santino Marella and tried to murder his own half- 
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NUMBER 4: 103 in 1995, 157 in 1996, 
175 in 1997, 21 in 1998, 13 in 1999, 34 in 2000, 16 
in 2001, 55 in 2002, 23 in 2003, 13 in 2004, 19 in 
2005, 50 in 2006, 65 in 2007, 33 in 2008, 37 in 
2009, 79 in 2010 


MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


1. Won eight-man Money in the Bank ladder 
match last July, then cashed it in against Rey 
Mysterio Jr. later that night to win the WWE World 
championship. 

2. Bested The Undertaker in a Hell in a Cell match 
last October, after being assisted by Paul Bearer. 
3. Pinned former World champ Rey Mysterio ina 
title rematch at SummerSlam. 

4. Beat The Undertaker in a Buried Alive match— 
Kane’s third consecutive pay-per-view-victory against 
his half-brother—at October’s Bragging Rights. 

5. Teamed with The Big Show to win the WWE tag 
team championship from Heath Slater and Justin 
Gabriel on the April 22 edition of Smackdown. 


NUMBER 4: Enjoyed a career resur- 
gence in 2010 that included a five-month run with 
the World title ... At 44 years old, and with a lot of 
mileage on him, remains in admirable physical con- 
dition ... Perpetually straddling the line between fan 
favorite and rulebreaker, having both danced with 


brother ... Decisively won the latest round in his 
rivalry with The Undertaker, having defeated the 
“Dead Man’ in three straight pay-per-views ... Was 
involved in a bizarre feud with Edge that saw “The 
Rated R Superstar” kidnap Paul Bearer and hold 
him hostage ... In the weeks leading up to Wrestle- 
Mania 27, reunited with The Big Show to go up 
against The Corre ... Was part of a four-man tag 
team that beat The Corre at WrestleMania ... Was 
effective in the role of pinch-hitting main-eventer, 
able to come off the bench at a moment’s notice and 
deliver a quality effort in the ring and on the micro- 
phone at the top of the card. 


HEADED: Kane’s career has 


always been compared to that of The Undertaker. 
But while he may never receive the same acco- 
lades as the legendary “Dead Man,” in some 
respects Kane’s career is even more impressive. 
While The Undertaker has competed very sporad- 
ically in recent years, Kane has maintained a most- 
ly full-time schedule. He even has his own Wrestle- 
Mania “streak” to brag about, having competed at 
14 consecutive ’Manias—more than anyone else 
in history. And so, just like we asked about The 
Undertaker for years, we must pose the question: 
How much longer can Kane maintain this pace? 
Despite his busy schedule, Kane still seems to 
enjoy competing full-time and has stayed relatively 
healthy. However, Kane may do even better by 
transitioning into the role of a “special attraction”— 
scaling down his schedule to maximize the value 
of every appearance he makes. 
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NUMBER 5: 97 in 2006, 218 in 2007, 
14 in 2010 


MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


1. Set a new record for the most title defenses of 
the Global Honored heavyweight championship 
with 14, surpassing Kenta Kobashi. 

2. Avenged a loss in the finals of the 2009 G-1 
Climax tournament when he successfully defended 
heavyweight championship against Togi Makabe. 

3. Teamed with Yoshihiro Takayama to defeat 
Hirooki Goto and Kazuchika Okada in a tag team 
match at Wrestle Kingdom 5. 

4. Earned the respect of Mexican fans with a suc- 
cessful trip to defend the GHC title against Chess- 
man at the AAA Heroes and Villains card. 

5. Collected 2010 Most Valuable Player honors in 
the pro wrestling division of the annual Tokyo 
Grand Prix Sports Awards. 


NUMBER 5: There are many who 
believe that Pro Wrestling NOAH’s GHC heavy- 
weight champion is currently the best pound-for- 
pound professional wrestler in the world ... After 
defeating Go Shiozaki in December 2009 to 
become a first-time champion, Sugi- 
ura has gone on to enjoy what is cur- 
rently the second-longest reign in the 
title’s history ... Would need to make 
it slightly past the two-year anniver- 
sary as champion to match Kenta 
Kobayashi’s 735-day run from 2005 
to 2007 ... Extremely active globe- 
trotter has already broken Kobayas- 
hi’s record for the most successful 
title defenses ... Set the new record 
when he traveled to Oberhausen, 
Germany, and defeated challenger 
Claudio Castagnoli at the NOAH 
Genesis card ... Master of at least a 
half-dozen suplex variations and can 
mix in strikes or power moves ... Not 
afraid to go toe-to-toe if an opponent 
tries to turn the match into a brawl ... 
Olympic judo-style slam and 
anklelock submission finishers aren’t 
fancy but they are highly effective ... 


When applying the anklelock, will sometimes follow 
up his opponent’s predicament by grapevining the 
leg and going for a pinfall ... Relatively small for a 
heavyweight, but skill, power, and intensity ensure 
that size is never a problem. 


HEADED: it may be tough for Sug- 
iura to duplicate his incredible performance over 
the past year, but if he even comes close, he will 
definitely add credibility to the argument that he’s 
the best in the business right now. Sugiura has 
never been afraid to take on top-grade opponents, 
which makes his championship record all the 
more impressive. Over the course of the next 
year, Sugiura may be on a collision course with 
Makabe, Goto, and/or Takayama. Sugiura has 
clashed in the past with three-time IWGP heavy- 
weight champion Shinsuke Nakamura, and this 
may be the most exciting return matchup he could 
have in the near future. In addition to his work in 
Japan, Sugiura is likely to head back to Mexico at 
some point in the year to come. Unlike some of 
the other NOAH wrestlers touring AAA as part of 
a talent-exchange agreement, Sugiura stayed in 
the good graces of the Mexican fans during his 
title defense. Although he got a relatively late start 
in the pro wrestling business, Sugiura has more 
than made up for lost time. At age 41, he is still in 
his prime by pro wrestling standards. 
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(6’5”, 263, 11, 83) 
PATH TO NUMBER G: 160 in 2005, 45 in 2006, 


115 in 2007, 73 in 2008, 88 in 2009, 83 in 2010 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


1. Outlasted 39 other competitors in the big- 
gest Royal Rumble match in history to emerge 
as the winner and earn a world title match at 
WrestleMania 27. 

2. Competed for the World championship in his 
WrestleMania debut, losing a hard-fought battle 
against Edge in the show’s opening bout. 

3. Beat two-time former World champion Rey 
Mysterio Jr. by submission with his torturous 
cross-armbreaker in his WWE TV debut. 

4. Defeated Christian on the April 8 edition of 
Smackdown to become number-one contender to 
the WWE World title. 

5. Made Intercontinental champion Kofi Kingston 
tap out in a non-title match at the Elimination 


Chamber pay-per-view in February. 


WHY HE'S NUMBER 6: Not since Yokozu- 


na has a wrestler risen so quickly from WWE 
newcomer to Royal Rumble winner ... Rise 
may seem meteoric to WWE fans, but Del 
Rio is a legend in Mexico ... Formerly 
masked Dos Caras Jr. is a third-generation 
wrestler whose famous relatives include his 
father, Dos Caras, and uncle, Mil Mascaras 
... Unlike WWE’s other native luchadors, 
arrogant aristocrat’s style is mat-based rather 
than aerial, but still very effective ... Com- 
peted in Florida Championship Wrestling 
early in the evaluation period under the 


names Dos, El Dorado, and Alberto Ban- —_—Sijiew 


deras... Created a buzz in the weeks leading | 
up to his WWE debut with video packages 
depicting his luxurious lifestyle in Mexico ... § 
Made an immediate splash by assaulting Rey 
Mysterio at ringside during his first televised 
WWE appearance in August ... Sidelined 
Christian for nearly five months by tearing his 
pectoral muscle with his cross-armbreaker ... 
Was drafted from Smackdown to Raw in April, 
and became embroiled in a feud with The Big 
Show ... Has the look, skill, pedigree, and 
attitude to go very, very far in WWE. 
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WHERE HE'S HEADED: Sometimes a wrestler’s 


greatest professional successes happen away 
from the ring, and away from the cameras, Such 
is the case with Alberto Del Rio, who has not only 
won plenty of matches, but has also won over the 
confidence of WWE decision-makers with his pro- 
fessionalism and positive attitude. In an era when 
WWE is looking to recruit not only good perform: 
ers, but also good corporate citizens, Del Rio has 
proven to be both. In the ring and on the mike, 
he’s entertaining. And on promotional tours, he’s 
a public relations dream: a young, handsome, 
well-spoken Latino from a well-respected wres- 
tling family who has nothing but good things to 
say about WWE. Those qualities may not help Del 
Rio win many wrestling championships, but they 
will certainly put him in the position to win them. 
Just eight months after his debut, he was drafted 
from Smackdown to be a featured player on 
WWE’s flagship brand, Raw. A feud with WWE’s 
biggest star, John Cena, shouldn't be too far off. 
And neither should a world title run. 
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y (6’2”, 243, 12, 33) 


NUMBER 7: 279 in 2005, 204 in 2006, 
21 in 2007, 35 in 2008, 33 in 2010 


MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


1. Won a number-one contender’s match at Gen- 
esis, and then immediately afterward defeated 
Jeff Hardy in an impromptu title match to win his 
first world championship. 

2. Beat Jay Lethal and Pope D’Angelo Dinero to 
earn his way into the finals of the tournament for the 
vacant TNA World championship at Bound for Glory. 
3. Teamed with Jeff Hardy to beat Beer Money 
Inc. at Slammiversary 2010. 

4. Defeated Kurt Angle and Rob Van Dam ina 
three-way match at the February 24 edition of 
Impact to earn a TNA World title shot. 

5. Outlasted 24 other men in a battle royal on the 
May 12 edition of /mpact to earn another World 
title shot at Slammiversary 2011. 


NUMBER 7: Among the few former 


WWE talents for whom a ir in TNA may have 


actually elevated his —_ 


profile ... Has bounced 
back and forth from fan 
favorite to rulebreaker 
arbitrarily since arriving 
in the company in Janu- 
ary of last year ... Rein- 
vented himself last year 
as a rugged, foul- 
mouthed anti-hero ... 
Embraced a derogatory 
term for a human orifice 
as his nickname, and 
that of his fans as well 

. Was tremendously 
popular among fans 
while battling Immortal 
before returning to his 
sinister ways during a 
recent world champion- 
ship feud with Sting ... 
Belying his sarcastic 
outlook is a fiercely | 
determined competitor 
who repeatedly over- 


came huge obstacles over the past year to rise to 
the top ... Obstacles included a serious concus- 
sion that sidelined him for weeks and cost him a 
World title shot at Turning Point ... Was once on 
the fast track to a world title push in WWE, but 
was derailed by injuries and some public relations 
missteps ... Has effectively rebuilt his reputation 
in TNA as a hardworking competitor with consid- 
erable wrestling ability and charisma. 


HEADED: Every wrestler on this 
list has probably heard, at one time or another, 
the encouraging words: “The sky’s the limit.” 
Unfortunately, that may not be true for Mr. Ander- 
son. At 35 years old, and having burnt bridges 
with WWE upon his departure, Anderson’s current 
run with TNA may be his last opportunity to truly 
make an impact, and some real money. Ander- 
son’s been doing his part by giving major league 
performances. But until TNA as a whole reaches 
its potential, there’s only so much Anderson can 
do to become a bigger star. How far he goes 
could ultimately hinge on decisions that are not 
his to make. Still, there seems little doubt, given 
his personality, that the upside for Anderson in 
TNA is higher than in any company in the sport. 


Photo by Lee South/TNA Wrestling 
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Siey MYSTERIO JR. 


(5°6”, 175, 22, 13) 


PATH TO NUMBER 8: 101 in 1994, 18 in 1995, 
7 in 1996, 29 in 1997, 107 in 1998, 4 in 1999, 198 
in 2001, 58 in 2002, 19 in 2003, 22 in 2004, 14 in 
2005, 6 in 2006, 59 in 2008, 26 in 2009, 13 in 2010 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


1. Triumphed in a fatal four-way bout that included 
Jack Swagger, The Big Show, and CM Punk on 
June 10, 2010, to win the WWE World title for the 
second time. 

2. Beat former World champion Jack Swagger in a 
title rematch at Money in the Bank on July 17, 2010. 
3. Defeated Alberto Del Rio in a grudge match on 
the October 8, 2010, edition of Smackdown after 
being injured by Del Rio weeks earlier. 

4. Defeated Cody Rhodes in a falls-count-any- 
where match at Extreme Rules 2011. 

5. Won a seven-on-seven Smack- 
down-vs.-Raw elimination match at 

Bragging Rights 2010. 


WHY HE'S NUMBER 8: American 


pro wrestling’s most successful 


masked act had a strong year that 
included a brief World title run and 
several outstanding performances ... 
Reign lasted just four weeks ... Lost 
the title when Kane challenged him 
moments after a strenuous defense 
against Jack Swagger ... Although 
generally thought of as a high-flyer, is 
actually one of WWE’s very best wres- 
tlers by any measure ... One-on-one 
battle with Edge in the final minutes of 
the Smackdown Elimination Chamber 
match in February were as good as 
anything seen all year ... Despite 
wrestling for 22 years is still just 36 ... 
Age, injuries, and gravity have slowed 
him a bit, but have also forced him to 
become more fundamentally sound in 
the ring ... In an era dominated by bad 
guys and snarky pseudo-heroes, Mys- 
terio is a good guy in a very traditional 
sense, eager to express his love for 
his fans, his family, and his God. 
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WHERE HE’S HEADED: tn the nine years that 


Rey Mysterio has been in the company, WWE 
has found reasons not to give him a sustained, 
main-event push, but the unprecedented lack of 
depth in WWE’s top tier may bode well for Mys- 
terio. Another potential blessing for Mysterio is 
the recent influx of Mexican masked talent in 
WWE, including Del Rio, Sin Cara, and, most 
recently, Averno. Not only is Mysterio the natural 
pick to lead a lucha libre movement in WWE, but 
he’s also likely to have good in-ring chemistry 
with all of the new Mexicans on the roster. So 
there’s plenty of reason to be optimistic about 
Mysterio’s future in WWE—assuming he has 
much of one. Mysterio says he has no plans to 
hang up his mask, but having wrestled longer 
than any other full-time WWE competitor, and at 
a tremendously physical level, his eventual 
retirement, like that of Edge, may not come ata 
time of his own choosing. 


Photo by George Napolitano 
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O.... EDWARDS 


(6’, 214, 9, 37) 


PATH TO NUMBER 9: 498 in 2006, 92 in 2009, 


37 in 2010 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


1. Scored an upset victory over Roderick Strong 
at Manhattan Mayhem IV on March 19 to win the 
Ring of Honor heavyweight championship. 

2. Beat Strong in a title rematch at Supercard of 
Honor on May 21 to retain the championship. 

3. Beat Daniels to retain the heavyweight title at 
Honor Takes Center Stage in Atlanta, Georgia, 
on April 1. 

4. Won a six-man Survival of the Fittest elimina- 
tion match on November 2 to earn a shot at the 
ROH heavyweight title. 

5. Successfully defended the ROH title against 
Chris Hero on May 7 in Toronto, Ontario. 


WHY HE’S NUMBER 9: Has worked hard to 


prove his rise to the top of ROH was not due to a 
lack of options ... Was the first ROH competitor 
to earn a top-10 spot in the “PW/ 500” since Nigel 
McGuinness ranked sixth in 2009 ... Became 
ROH’s first-ever “triple crown” champion, having 
held the heavyweight, tag team, 

and TV titles ... Had his nine- 

month TV title reign halted by 

Christopher Daniels in Decem- 

ber ... Was one-half of the 

American Wolves tag team, but 

partnership with Davey Rich- 

ards cooled soon after he won 

the heavyweight title ... Also 

wrestles for various indepen- 

dent promotions, including Pro 

Wrestling Guerrilla in California 

and 2CW in central New York ... 

Combines stiff Japanese power 

moves, flashy Mexican-inspired 

aerial maneuvers, and punish- 

ing strikes ... Greatest asset 

may be his fighting spirit ... 

Often guts out injuries just to 

compete ... Outdueled for the 

heavyweight title by Richards 

shortly after the end of our eval- 

uation period. 
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WHERE HE'S HEADED: There have been bigger 


ROH champions, more charismatic ROH champi- 
ons, and ROH champions with more wrestling 
ability. But perhaps no man has been a more 
important ROH champion than Eddie Edwards. 
That’s because Edwards’ reign came at a pivotal 
moment for Ring of Honor, as the company 
reached an agreement of sale with Sinclair Broad- 
casting Group during his reign. Potential buyers 
always examine key personnel before making a 
deal, and Edwards obviously impressed the Sin- 
clair people. The fact that he dropped the title to 
Davey Richards on June 26 only spices up the 
rivalry between these two longtime friends and 
partners. What they can accomplish together will 
go a long way in proving to a whole new audience 
that what they have read about the promotion 
priding itself on featuring the world’s greatest 
wrestlers is not merely hyperbole. In Edwards’ 
case there is little about him that stands out as 
extraordinary. Yes, he is an exciting wrestler with 
a warrior’s spirit. But the same can be said for a 
dozen other wrestlers in ROH. Now that he’s been 
heavyweight champ, Edwards may think he’s 
reached the pinnacle in ROH. But there’s still a 
level higher to achieve. And to get there, he'll 
have tap into something that fans, and Edwards 
too, have yet to see. 
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10°" PUNK 


(6’1”, 222, 12, 3) 


PATH TO NUMBER 10: 305 in 2002, 171 in 
2003, 89 in 2004, 40 in 2005, 36 in 2006, 42 in 
2007, 24 in 2008, 8 in 2009, 3 in 2010 


TOP FIVE MOMENTS OF THE YEAR: 


1. Commandeered control of WWE’s most powerful 
faction, The Nexus, by having its members oust 
their former leader, Wade Barrett, in December. 
2. Entered the 2011 Royal Rumble match at num- 
ber one, and lasted 35 minutes before being elim- 
inated—longer than any other participant. 

3. Beat arch-rival John Cena on the February 4 
edition of Monday Night Raw with some help from 
his Nexus followers. 

4. Defeated top contender John Morrison at the 
February 21 edition of Raw. 

5. Attacked and laid-out Randy Orton in a back- 
stage Raw vignette in build-up to WrestleMania 27. 


WHY HE'S NUMBER 10: Devious three-time for- 


mer WWE world champion—and ROH champi- 
on—built upon his reputation as a Machiavellian 
mastermind over the past year ... Remained at 
the forefront of WWE storylines despite not having 
won a pay-per-view bout or championship during 
evaluation period ... Tremendous speaking and 
promo ability kept him relevant during periods of 
in-ring inactivity ... A bit undersized but wisely sur- 
rounded himself with henchmen, whether it was in 
the Straight Edge Society or The New Nexus ... 
Showed glimpses of being an entertaining broad- 
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caster during a brief stint as a color commentator 
on Raw ... Knack for leading other wrestlers 
speaks both to his wealth of experience and to his 
eerie, Svengali-like charisma ... Showed that he'll 
go to any length to gain a mental edge over oppo- 
nents, whether it means terrorizing Rey Mysterio’s 
nine-year-old daughter or Randy Orton’s wife. 


WHERE HE'S HEADED: In the summer of 2011, 


CM Punk found himself at the same crossroads at 
which Chris Jericho, Dave Batista, and several other 
former WWE main-event stars arrived over the past 
few years. Feeling burnt out, and perhaps a bit 
under-appreciated, Punk was reportedly considering 
stepping away from WWE when his contract 
expired. Not surprisingly, just as Punk’s deal 
approached its expiration, he found himself scoring 
some big victories, including against Mysterio on 
pay-per-view, and being given a main-event run with 
WWE heavyweight champ Cena. As of press time, 
the carrot of a top spot on the Raw brand was clear- 
ly being dangled in front of Punk, but it remains to 
be seen whether it’s enough to keep the “Straight 
Edge Superstar” in WWE. It’s unlikely that Punk, a 
wrestling fan at heart, will permanently retire, or pop 
up in TNA (although an appearance in ROH, where 
he once wore the heavyweight title, would not be 
shocking). But this much is for certain: An extended 
hiatus from wrestling is not only possible, it may be 
well advised. History has proven that in wrestling, 
absence certainly makes the heart grow fonder. And 
so, for Punk to fully realize his potential in the sport, 
it may require forcing fans as well as WWE deci- 
sion-makers to miss him for a while—and for Punk 
to miss them as well. 
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4 1 VAN DAM (6’, 235, 21, 15) 

An up-and-down year in TNA for 
one of the world’s most innovative and exciting 
wrestlers ... Most of the beginning was up, while 
much of the second half was down ... Naturally 
was featured prominently in TNA’s one-night PPV 
tribute to ECW, Hard Justice ... Defeated old 
friend/partner/rival Sabu after originally scheduled 
foe Jerry Lynn had to back out due to back prob- 
lems ... Forced to vacate the TNA World title he 
had won in April 2010 after being viciously 
attacked by Abyss and Fortune in August ... Joined 
a group of fellow former ECW 
standouts called EV2.0, but 
dissension took its toll on the 
group, as he would bicker with 
Sabu and feud with Tommy 
Dreamer and the traitorous [E® 
Rhino ... Also battled the 
debuting Matt Hardy, with 
mixed results ... Earned 
opportunities to regain the 
TNA gold against both Sting 
and Jeff Hardy in 2011, two Fe 
men he had beaten decisively 
early in 2010 ... Back to 
bridesmaid duties for RVD, at 
least for now. 


1 Dsnsa00 wow 
272, 9, 10) Not a 


bad ranking, fella, considering 
Sheamus suffered through 
the ol’ extended losing streak 
and dropped just two spots from last year ... 
Before you protest that he is ranked too high, 
remember, he enjoyed his second WWE title reign 
last summer/fall after pinning John Cena in a fatal 
four-way at the PPV of the same name ... Reign 
was ended by Randy Orton in a Six-Pack Elimina- 
tion match ... Beat Kofi Kingston and John Mor- 
rison to become King of the Ring ... Not a great 
consolation prize, especially considering that he 
insisted on wearing a ridiculous crown and robe 
to the ring for months thereafter ... Struggled 
against the likes of Morrison and Evan Bourne in 
the months that followed and took a drubbing 
from returning rival Triple-H as well as Mark 
Henry ... Ditched the regal getup and saw his for- 
tunes improve ... Put his career up against Daniel 
Bryan’s U.S. title in the spring and won the belt ... 
Drafted to Smackdown after WrestleMania and 
quickly became a top contender to the World title. 
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Photo by Lee South/TNA Wrestling 


| ao 


é 3 


i ‘ 
a Stead 
eS) 
1 3 STRONG (5'10”, 212, 10, as 
46) Bad news in August: His tryout match 


ax 
with TNA didn’t work out so well, and he did not earn Ps 
a contract ... Good news in September: After eight \ 


grueling years with the company, he defeated Tyler 
Black to capture the Ring of Honor heavyweight title 
... Biggest title defenses were against Christopher 
Daniels, Homicide, and Davey Richards ... Finally 
dropped the belt to Eddie Edwards in March ... 
Struggled in ROH after losing the belt, dropping a 
rematch to Richards and losing to El Generico ... 
Also competed in Japan’s Pro Wrestling NOAH in 
the past year ... Performs 
some of the coolest-sounding 
moves in the world: CX ’02 
crucifix cutter, CX ’03 Gory 
neckbreaker, Death By Rod- 
erick fireman’s carry ... Now 
that’s creativity! ... All that and 
) he is “The Master Of The 
Backbreaker” ... Not the most 
charismatic guy with a micro- 
=) phone in his hand, so it might 
;, surprise some to find out he 
started his career competing 
} (briefly) as The Jester in his 
native Florida. 


1 4 (6’ 2”: 
260, 17, 121) For- 


® mer Voodoo Murders mem- 
ber has continued to spread 
his wings ever since setting 
out on his own in the All 
Japan solo ranks ... Put together an impressive 
run as All Japan Triple Crown champion after 
defeating Minoru Suzuki in a 45-minute match last 
August to capture the belt for a second time ... His 
length of reign already ranks eighth in the 22-year 
history of the title ... Master of a half-dozen suplex 
variations and possesses four different finishing 
moves, including a devastating anklelock and a 
Last Ride power bomb ... Also uses forward chops 
and a frog splash to weaken his opponents ... Thir- 
ty-four-year-old headed the New Generation fac- 
tion, which consisted of Ryota Hama, Seiya Sana- 
da, Manabu Soya, and Masayuki Kono to feud with 
All Japan’s veteran wrestlers ... Recipient of the 
2010 Tokyo Sports Grand Prix Outstanding Perfor- 
mance Award ... In addition to his singles wrestling 
success, Suwama is also a current co-holder of the 
Tenryu Project six-man tag team championship, 
along with partners Arashi and Tomohiro Ishii. 
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©4 DANIEL BRYAN (5'9", 185, 10, 

44) Some of those vocal Bryan 
Danielson fans out there must be questioning their 
decision to petition WWE to rehire him last year ... 
They got their wish, but their hero doesn’t get 
much chance to showcase his skills under the 
WWE banner ... Rejoined the company at Sum- 
merSlam and helped Team WWE defeat his old 
pals in Nexus in the main event ... Beat The Miz 
for the U.S. title in September ... Too bad that win 
didn’t come about six months later, after Miz had 
snagged the WWE title ... Got to show another 
side of himself when The Bella Twins and Gail Kim 
all took a romantic interest in him ... Lost the U.S. 
title to Sheamus three weeks before WrestleMania 
27, and their much-anticipated rematch at Mania 
got bumped to the pre-show ... Began feuding with 
Cody Rhodes and Ted DiBiase Jr. after being draft- 
ed to Smackdown ... Here’s hoping his partnership 
with Sin Cara turns into a rivalry. 


1 JEFF HARDY (6'1”, 225, 18, 20) Started 


the year teaming with Mr. Anderson ... 
The association cost him plenty of fans ... Turned 
heel and won the vacant TNA World title at Bound 
for Glory, joining forces with Eric Bischoff and Hulk 
Hogan in Immortal ... Held the TNA gold through 
the end of the year before being dethroned in Jan- 
uary by Anderson ... Even defended against Tet- 
suya Naito in Japan ... Welcomed brother Matt to 
TNA and teamed with him occasionally ... Took him 
a month to regain the title in a ladder match with 
Anderson ... That’s when things got strange for this 
strange man ... Sting pinned him in 90 seconds at 
Victory Road in a match in which the two barely 
locked up before Sting dropped him with Scorpion 
Death Drop and held him to the mat for a three- 
count ... Message sent ... Clearly, Hardy was in no 
condition to wrestle ... Sent home by TNA after the 
embarrassing performance ... As of press time, 
was still embroiled in a legal mess stemming from 
drug possession charges. 


1 DOLPH ZIGGLER (6°, 221, 7, 50) Nice 


jump for the former Spirit Squad member 
... Kind of a difficult grading year ... Early last sum- 
mer, was an also-ran on the Smackdown roster ... 
As this summer started, he was an afterthought 
with Raw ... But after hooking up with Vickie Guer- 
rero, excelled in a five-month reign as Interconti- 
nental champ ... Bested Kofi Kingston, MVP, and 


Jack Swagger ... Even worked his way into a feud 
with World champ Edge early in 2011 ... Made the 
most of his alliance with Vickie, as she used her 
power as acting Smackdown GM to advance his 
career ... Was handed the WWE World title in Feb- 
ruary, but thanks to a complicated series of events 
involving Edge, Vickie, returning Smackdown GM 
Teddy Long, and a match in which Edge’s spear 
was banned, his reign lasted just short of 12 min- 
utes, as Edge quickly regained the gold ... Title 
change was not recognized by PW/... Beat Kings- 
ton for U.S. title at Capitol Punishment PPV. 


1 KURT ANGLE (6°, 240, 12, 18) Hasn't 


Angle learned that bad things happen to 
wrestlers who involve their wives in storylines? ... 
Not only did the Angles end up divorcing, but the 
former Mrs. Angle is now Mrs. Jarrett ... Didn't 
fare too well in his 2011 feud with Jeff and Karen, 
though he did win their “final battle” at Slammiver- 
sary ... Early in the grading year, vowed to start at 
the bottom of TNA’s official top 10 rankings and 
work his way to the top ... Made it halfway 
through that field before being entered into an 
eight-man tourney for the vacant TNA title ... Ulti- 
mately lost a three-way match with Jeff Hardy and 
Mr. Anderson ... Somehow found himself in an 
MMA exhibition bout with Jarrett at Genesis that 
ended with Angle being bloodied by Gunner and 
Murphy ... Was supposed to walk Karen down the 
aisle so she and Jeff could renew their vows, but 
destroyed the wedding set instead ... With all his 
injuries, his career should be winding down, but 
how long have we been saying that? 


1 WADE BARRETT (6’5”, 265, 7, 109) A 

lot has changed in eight months for Bar- 
rett, mostly for the worst ... Was virtually invisible in 
a forgettable eight-man tag match at WrestleMania 
26 ... Original leader of The Nexus was a white-hot 
heel last summer as Nexus terrorized Raw ... Got 
the best of John Cena, even forced him to join The 
Nexus against his will, then later got him “fired” from 
WWE ... Unsuccessfully challenged Cena for the 
WWE heavyweight championship ... Eventually 
supplanted by CM Punk as Nexus’ leader ... Group 
split and Barrett ended up as leader of The Corre on 
Smackdown ... Kinda like going from the original 
NWO to NWO Hollywood ... Rebounded to capture 
the Intercontinental title from Kofi Kingston in March 
and has had an interesting feud with Ezekiel Jack- 
son ... The Corre has since disintegrated ... Arro- 
gant Brit has an odd yet captivating charisma ... 
Looked like a major star of the future on Raw last 
year, but now that no longer seems like a sure thing. 


JEFF JARRETT (6°, 230, 25, 20) Well, so 


much for Jarrett playing the role of sympa- 
thetic babyface following the tragic death of wife Jill 
in 2007 ... Spent most of the summer of 2010 feud- 
ing violently and not too successfully with Sting and 
later Kevin Nash, though he did manage to cost 
Sting the TNA World title against Rob Van Dam ... 
Found Sting’s bat to be a handy weapon ... Later 
got help from Samoa Joe, but turned against Joe to 
join the heel supergroup Immortal ... Surprisingly, 
the newly despised Jarrett dominated Joe in their 
feud, even getting him to tap out to an anklelock ... 
Also got the better of a long feud with Kurt Angle in 
2011 that also prominently involved his new wife, 
Karen ... Defeated Angle twice on pay-per-view ... 
This all happened despite the fact that ol’ Slappy no 
longer wields any backstage power in TNA ... The 
Jarretts did, however, fall to Angle and his old chum 


Chyna in a mixed-tag match at Sacrifice. 
©24 STING (6°2”, 250, 26, 60) A 
decade after WCW imploded, 


Sting is still thriving in TNA ... Was stunned by Rob 
Van Dam in RVD’s TNA debut, losing the match in 
seconds ... Responded by attacking RVD with his 
bat ... Later formed an association with the popular 
veteran ... Spent much of 2010 feuding with Jeff 
Jarrett ... One vicious attack on Jarrett netted Sting 
a 30-day suspension ... Formed a heel alliance 
with Kevin Nash ... Turned fan favorite when Jar- 
rett joined Immortal ... Big rumor this winter had 
him signing with WWE to face Undertaker at Wres- 


tleMania ... Ultimately re-upped with TNA ... Was 
subject of an eerie countdown video on Impact 
similar to "Taker’s WWE clip ... Won third TNA 
World title from Jeff Hardy on first night back in 
TNA... Angrily pinned Hardy at Victory Road when 
Hardy showed up in an altered condition for the 
main event ... Endured several sneak-attacks from 
top contender Mr. Anderson ... Lost World title to 
Anderson at Slammiversary. 


eines TANAHASHI (5° 11”, 230, 12, 


39) Arguably the most consistent and 
bankable of New Japan’s younger generation of 
Stars, the five-time IWGP heavyweight champion is 
advancing into the upper echelon of performers to 
hold that prestigious title ... Defeated Satoshi Koji- 
ma to win his fifth championship at NJPW’s Annual 
Tokyo Dome show on January 4 ... Combined 
reigns now rank fourth all-time and Tanahashi is rap- 
idly closing in on the legendary Tatsumi Fujinami for 
third on the list ... As part of New Japan’s first-ever 
U.S. tour, successfully defended his IWGP belt 
against Charlie Haas ... Over the past year, in both 
title and non-title matches, has defeated rivals 
Hirooki Goto, Yuji Nagata, and Satoshi Kojima in 
bouts worthy of NJPW Match of the Year consider- 
ation ... Also fond of wrestling in traditional and six- 
man tag team matches ... Has frequently wrestled 
alongside Goto to take on Karl Anderson and Giant 
Bernard ... Also teams with Nagata on occasion ... 
Known for his wide array of suplexes, scientific 
prowess, striking ability, and aerial acumen, Tana- 
hashi’s style is adaptable to a variety of opponents. 


t 


aa DRAGON (5 8”, 180, 23, 386) 


Never had more than modest success in 
U.S. rings, but remains arguably the biggest cross- 
over puroresu-lucha libre star in Mexico ... Nagoya, 
Japan, native makes Mexico his semi-full-time base 
... Speaks fluent Spanish in promos ... Legend 
among cruiserweights has been 
healthier lately than he’s been 
in a long time ... Despite suc- 
cess in Mexico, hasn’t fared 
well against recent rival Hajime 
Ohara in Japan’s SMASH pro- 
motion ... Has dropped both 
singles and tag team bouts to 
Ohara ... Has fared better 
against Yusuke Kodama, taking 
singles and tag matches from 
him ... Draws upon a vast rep- 
ertoire of innovative moves ... 
Consistent fan favorite calls 
upon classic Japanese and 
Mexican set-up moves ... At 
age 44, time is no longer on 
Dragon’s side, but he is coming 
off one of his better recent years 
... Always a threat to capture 
the NWA middleweight title in 
CMLL, the NWA junior heavy- 
weight championship, or New 
Japan’s IWGP junior heavy- 
weight championship. 


AY STYLES (5°11”, 215, 13, 1) Quite a 


drop for last year’s number one, and it’s 
not like he was out long with his hip injury ... Wast- 
ed too much of 2010 in faction warfare before split- 
ting from Ric Flair and Immortal to join Fortune ... 
Flair wanted him to be the group’s “Arn Anderson” 
... Really? ... No world titles for Styles in this eval- 
uation period, but he settled for a run as TV champ 
(won from Rob Terry, lost to Douglas Williams) ... 
Tangled often with Tommy Dreamer, beating him in 
an “I Quit” bout at No Surrender ... Pinned by Flair 
in a glorified handicap match in which he also bat- 
tled Matt Hardy ... Dropped a Last-Man-Standing 
match to Bully Ray at Slammiversary ... Largely 
forgettable year with too much nonsense and not 
enough brilliant athleticism, but that is more the 
fault of TNA bookers than Styles himself ... At least 
he’s back in the fans’ good graces after being mis- 
cast in a heel role. 
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DAVEY RICHARDS (5’8”, 205, 7, 32) 


ROH fans are glad he has put his aspira- 
tions of becoming a firefighter on the back burner 
for the time being ... After flirting with retirement 
for a long time, he signed a new deal with ROH in 
the fall of 2010 ... Finally won the ROH heavy- 
weight title from tag team part- 
ner and friend Eddie Edwards 
at Best In The World, but that 
came after our evaluation peri- 
od had expired ... “American 
Wolf” may lack size but com- 
pensates with skill and intensity 

. Former ROH tag team 
champ with both Rocky Romero 
and Edwards ... Incorporates 
elements of Brazilian jiu-jitsu, 
the Japanese strong style, and 
MMA into his repertoire ... Has 
experience in Japan with Pro 
Wrestling NOAH and, more 
recently, New Japan ... Wres- 
tled in the Best of the Super 
Juniors Tournament in 2010 and 
2011, advancing to the semifi- 
nals this year before losing to 
eventual winner Kota Ibushi. 


(<) CHRISTOPHER 


DANIELS (6°, 
225, 18, 47) Must have been 
determined to make up fora 
10-month absence from TNA by pulling double 
duty ... For a time, he wrestled as both Christo- 
pher Daniels and the masked Suicide, some- 
times on the same card ... To make things more 
confusing, he has competed against Suicide in 
the past ... Sorry, though, Suicide doesn’t get 
his own spot in the “500” ... Before returning to 
TNA in early-2011, spent much of his time in 
Ring of Honor, collecting wins against the likes 
of Kenny Omega and Austin Aries but losing to 
Davey Richards and failing to wrest the ROH 
title from Roderick Strong ... Did beat Eddie 
Edwards for the ROH TV belt, however ... Too 
bad he then lost to Edwards after Edwards won 
the ROH title ... TNA apparently missed him, as 
by spring he was a member of Fortune, feuding 
with Hulk Hogan and Immortal ... Also had a 
nice feud with Bully Ray, to whom he dropped a 
lumberjack match. 
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7 ivi MORRISON (6'1”, 223, 8, 27) 


Had exactly as good a year as last year 
... Biggest problem seems to be that the journeys 
are more interesting than the final destinations ... 
In other words, Morrison delivers thrilling matches 
but struggles to win those thrilling matches, at least 
when a lot is on the line ... Again earned WWE title 
matches this year but lost to The Miz, John Cena, 
and in the Raw Elimination Chamber match ... 
Seems to have a knack for beating former and 
soon-to-be WWE/World champions but always los- 
ing to them when one of the big belts is at stake ... 
Had a long feud with Sheamus, defeating him at 
Survivor Series but losing in the King of the Ring 
finals ... That may have been a blessing ... 
Teamed with Snooki and Trish Stratus in that six- 
person tag at WrestleMania 27, but does anyone 
remember he was in that? ... Given that he’s the 
only past Tough Enough winner still under contract 
to WWE, is he destined to feud with Andy Leavine? 


DR. WAGNER JR. (5”9”, 220, 25, 16) 

With the departures in recent years of 
Mistico (Sin Cara) and Dos Caras Jr. (Alberto Del 
Rio) to WWE, veteran lucha libre star Dr. Wagner 
Jr. may be the biggest name still competing semi- 
exclusively in his native Mexico ... Suffered a set- 
back when he lost the AAA heavyweight champi- 
onship to El Zorro last December but quickly 
bounced back ... Scored a major victory over Rob 
Van Dam to become the inaugural AAA Latin 
American champion ... Still earns a lot of victories 
with his Dr. Driver variation of the piledriver and 
his chicken wing armlock, even though most foes 
have these moves scouted ... Entering his third 
year in AAA after wrestling in CMLL for the better 
part of two decades ... Featured prominently on 
all the company’s major cards ... At age 46, 
though, has publicly pondered the day when it will 
be time to pass the torch, and has expressed an 
interest in teaming with his son, Dr. Wagner Ill. 


©29'" KINGSTON (6'1”, 221, 6, 
26) Another in a long line of 
young WWE standouts who appears to have all 
the necessary talent to become a top star but 
doesn’t seem destined to reach that elite level ... 
Collected both the Intercontinental (again) and 
U.S. titles (again) during the evaluation period, 
but that’s a whole lot of been there and done that 
for the Ghana native ... Beat Sheamus in a tables 
match at Extreme Rules to win that second U.S. 
championship ... Fared reasonably well in a feud 


with Alberto Del Rio early in 2011 ... Traded to 
Smackdown from Raw and fell into a minor slump, 
even as I-C champ ... At least he managed to 
retain his title for a while and ended up making 
the WrestleMania 27 card (and winning), as a 
replacement for Vladimir Kozlov in a forgettable 
eight-man tag against The Corre ... Feuded with 
Wade Barrett ... Rekindled a feud with Dolph Zig- 
gler and ended up losing the U.S. championship 
to him at Capital Punishment after our evaluation 
period ... Thirty-year-old remains one of the most 
exciting wrestlers on the WWE roster. 


BOBBY ROODE (6°, 250, 13, 51) It's odd 


to contend that a 13-year veteran had a 
breakout year, but this year was big for this TNA 
tag team standout ... He and Beer Money Inc. part- 
ner James Storm were Ric Flair’s personal choices 
to join Fortune alongside Flair, AJ Styles, and 
Kazarian ... “Naitch” would regret that later ... Lost 
a fantastic best-of-five series for the vacant TNA 
World tag title to The Motor City Machine Guns last 
summer ... Fortune dropped a “Lethal Lockdown” 
match to EV 2.0 at Bound for Glory, but the group 
rebounded at Turning Point and beat EV 2.0 ina 
10-man that cost Sabu his spot in TNA ... Wasn’t 
until Genesis that Beer Money finally regained the 
tag title ... By then, Fortune had merged into Hulk 
Hogan’s Immortal stable, but by the end of Janu- 
ary, Roode was part of the Fortune faction that 
turned fan favorite ... Forced Flair to submit to a 
Fujiwara armbar in an eight-man tag at Lockdown 
... Predictably, Immortal later delivered a beatdown 
to Roode to gain some retribution. 


31 (7’, 485, 16, 17) Some- 
what surprisingly, Show had a hot first 
half of the evaluation period, mostly handling then- 
World champ Jack Swagger but failing to win the 
gold ... Also singlehandedly wiped out the Straight 
Edge Society, defeating them in a three-on-one 
handicap match at SummerSlam, and besting group 
leader CM Punk one-on-one at Night of Champions 
... Then, as seems to be his norm, he followed a 
period of dominance with some lesser efforts ... 
Beginning of 2011 saw him in a dull feud with Wade 
Barrett and The Corre ... Recruited Kane for that ... 
Seems like those two get together every two or 
three years ... They crushed The Corre with help 
from Kofi Kingston and Santino Marella in an eight- 
man tag at WrestleMania 27 ... He and Kane then 
held the WWE tag title for a month before losing to 
David Otunga and Michael McGillicutty ... Feuded 
with Alberto Del Rio after being drafted back to Raw 
... Almost 40 but only missed a few weeks after Del 
Rio ran him down with a car! 


32 MORGAN (7°, 330, 9, 38) With 
his size, look, and agility, it’s a wonder it 


took him eight-plus years to become a main- 
eventer ... Okay, so it was a brief run at the top of 
the TNA card, but it was still nice to see him chal- 
lenge for the TNA World title ... Didn’t exactly 
shine in a feud with former partner Hernandez 
early in the evaluation period, but his fortunes 
improved when he joined Fortune ... Two months 
later, after the group merged with Immortal, Mor- 
gan split from the group and attacked Eric 
Bischoff ... Seemingly had Hardy covered for a 
three-count to win the title at Turning Point, but 
the referee didn’t see it, and he ultimately lost ... 
Also dropped a rematch at Final Resolution even 
though he got to choose the guest referee and 
picked Mr. Anderson ... Has since been distracted 
by another chapter in his feud with Hernandez 
and battles with Scott Steiner ... Singled out by 
Hulk Hogan during an espn.com interview as the 
TNA wrestler with the most potential. 


me SC | (6’1”, 224, 16, 22) ... 
C’mon now, you didn’t expect this CLB 
to remain a do-gooder forever, did you? ... By the 
way, in today’s sanitized WWE world, let’s say 
CLB stands for “Creepy Little Bum” ... Turned 
heel after his World title reign lasted but two days 
this spring ... Following Edge’s sudden retire- 


ment, he had won a battle royal to earn a match 
with Alberto Del Rio for the vacant championship 
at Extreme Rules ... Thrilled his peeps by upset- 
ting Del Rio, but lost the gold to Randy Orton at 
the subsequent Smackdown taping ... Heel turn 
happened shortly after he dropped a rematch to 
Orton at Over the Limit ... Smashed Orton with 
the belt after serving as guest referee for a match 
between Orton and Sheamus ... Months ago, 
most figured he’d get jealous of Edge’s success 
again, turn heel, and end up feuding with Edge 
this summer ... Missed five months of the evalu- 
ation period with a torn pectoral muscle, returning 
in February to help Edge against Del Rio. 


34 (6'1”, 225, 13, 92) 
Kazarian’s stock rose in TNA last 


year when, not quite satisfied with protégé AJ 
Styles, Ric Flair insisted on adding him to the sta- 
ble that would eventually be dubbed Fortune ... 
Putting Fortune together in the mold of The Four 
Horsemen, Flair wanted Kazarian to be the Barry 
Windham of the group ... Good thing he wasn’t 
thinking Paul Roma there ... Despite tension 
between Kazarian and Styles, they impressively 
beat Samoa Joe and Rob Terry at Victory Road 
last year ... Later had his troubles with Fortune 
member Douglas Williams, as the group simply 
grew too large, and struggled against him once 
Fortune fractured and Williams left ... Beat Mr. 
Anderson in an Ultimate X match ... Suplex spe- 
cialist snared his fifth X division title by defeating 
Jay Lethal at Genesis and reigned until May, when 
he was unseated by Abyss ... Turned fan favorite 
again when Fortune split from Flair, Hulk Hogan, 
and the Immortal supergroup and was part of a 
team that beat Immortal in a Lethal Lockdown 
match at Lockdown. 


& 


CODY RHODES (671”, 223, 5, 41) my 
God, Cody, what happened to your face? 
... Rhodes was “Dashing” for part of the year but 
scrapped that hideous gimmick for one in which he 
supposedly had a hideously disfigured face ... Big 
improvement ... Seriously, Dusty’s kid giving groom- 
ing tips and being uber-protective of his face during 
matches? ... Well, “Dashing” Cody and Drew 
Mcintyre did briefly hold the WWE tag title last fall ... 
Broke his nose when he was - 
hit in the face with Rey Myste- 
rio Jr.’s exposed knee brace ... 
Disappeared for nearly two 
months and returned with a 
plastic mask he’d wear to pro- 
tect his face ... Dark persona 
change led to him scoring the 
biggest win of his career, over 
Rey Mysterio Jr. in a solid 
WrestleMania 27 bout ... 
Dropped a falls-count-any- 
where rematch to Mysterio at 
Extreme Rules, however ... 
Later started handing out 
paper bags at Smackdown 
tapings trying to get fans to 
cover their ugly mugs ... 
Recently reunited with former 
Legacy stablemate Ted DiBi- 
ase Jr. in a feud with Sin Cara 
and Daniel Bryan. 
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CHRIS HERO (6’5”, 225, 13, 74) Half of 


the Kings of Wrestling, he and Claudio 
Castagnoli might be the best tag team that far too 
many fans have never seen in action ... Won their 
second Ring of Honor tag title last spring and set a 
record for the longest reign (363 days) ... Along the 
way, they defeated The Dark City Fight Club, The All 
Night Express, TNA’s Motor City Machine Guns, and 
Jay and Mark Briscoe ... Also beat Shelton Benjamin 
and Charlie Haas but ultimately lost the belts to them 
... Hero went solo for a while after that loss, challeng- 
ing Eddie Edwards for the ROH title in May but losing 
via referee stoppage ... Returned to CZW where he 
lost to Egotistico Fantastico ... Lost in the final round 
of PWG’s 2010 Battle for Los Angeles tournament to 
Joey Ryan ... Was given a shot at the vacant heavy- 
weight title anyway, but lost to Castagnoli. 


(4) 237 MES STORM (240, 10,43 
Crazy year for the “Cowboy,” who 


has been with TNA since its launch in 2002 ... He 


and Beer Money Inc. partner Bobby Roode faded 
into the background when Hulk Hogan and Eric 
Bischoff took control of TNA last year ... But they 
ended up joining Fortune ... They were tabbed by 
Ric Flair to be the Tully Blanchard and Ole Ander- 
son of the clique (Ole, really?) ... Part of a thrilling 
best-of-five series with The Motor City Machine 
Guns but ultimately lost the series ... Participated 
in two Lethal Lockdown matches over the past 
year, one a Fortune victory 
over EV 2.0, the other a For- 
tune victory over Immortal 
after members of the group 
split from Flair ... Snagged a 
fourth TNA World tag title by 
beating The Motor City 
Machine Guns in January ... 
Defended the gold against 
Matt Hardy and Chris Harris 
(Storm’s old America’s Most 
Wanted partner) at Sacrifice 
... Storm even defended the 
title with the Guns’ Alex Shel- 
ley after Roode was injured by 
Immortal. 


RICKY BANDERAS 

(6°1”, 245, 24, 48) 
Simultaneously competing as 
El Mesias in Mexico and as 
Ricky Banderas in his native 
Puerto Rico, the 36-year-old 
star remains one of the top performers in two 
different segments of the Latino wrestling scene 
... Before departing the World Wrestling Council 
to return to the International Wrestling Associa- 
tion, engaged in a violent feud with Carly Colon 
for the Universal heavyweight championship ... 
Was stripped of the title after leaving WWC, and 
signaled his return to IWA by defeating return- 
ing legend Ray “Ray Fenix” Gonzalez at the 
Histeria Boricua event in Bayamon In Mexi- 
co, El Mesias had more of an uneven year ... 
Engaged in a back-and-forth feud with L.A. 
Park, winning his share of encounters but losing 
the two most important matches of the series, 
including clashes at Guerra de Titanes, and, 
after the evaluation period, a hair-vs.-mask 
match at Triplemania 19 ..._ Fireman’s carry 
facebuster, leaping reverse STO, and variation 
of the frog splash off the top turnbuckle give 
him a trio of effective finishing moves, which 
usually result in victory. 


dT 39 SWAGGER (6'6”, 260, 5, 
a. 21) World champion in the spring of 
\ ‘}) 2010, Michael Cole’s trainer in the spring of 2011! 
)_... Yeah, that'll cost you about 18 spots on this list 

= ... Those who thought it a mistake to have Swagger 

win the World title for the first time in tainted fashion 

by cashing in his Money in the Bank title shot two 
days after WrestleMania 26 have thus far been 
proven correct ... Dropped the gold to Rey Mysterio 
Jr. in a fatal four-way last June and hasn’t sniffed it 
since ... Within a few months, he was challenging 
(unsuccessfully) for the Intercontinental title ... Intro- 
duction of his Swagger Soaring Eagle mascot was 
fun but didn’t help him ... Prepped Cole for his 
match with Jerry Lawler at WrestleMania 27 and got 
in his licks against “The King” ... Ate a “Stone-Cold” 
Stunner from Steve Austin ... Teamed with Cole to 
beat Lawler and Jim Ross in a “Country Whipping” 
match at Extreme Rules ... Has since split with Cole 
and entered into a feud with Evan Bourne on Raw. 


40 Y RAY (6°4”, 329, 20, 77) Perhaps 
the most interesting year of the former 
Brother Ray’s career ... Started in a mini-feud with 
Brother Devon, with Jesse Neal caught in the mid- 
dle ... Even an attack by Devon and a large contin- 
gent of former ECW standouts couldn’t get Brother 
Ray to wise up ... Saw the light, however, once 
Dixie Carter agreed to salute the ECW alumni with 
their own PPV, Hardcore Justice ... There, Team 
3-D beat Ax! Rotten and Mahoney ... All was good 
again ... Okay, maybe not ... Soon after Team 3-D 
teased retirement, Ray attacked Devon and called 
Devon Marty Jannetty to Ray’s Shawn Michaels ... 
Ouch! ... Long, brutal, but thrilling feud saw Dev- 
on’s two sons get involved in the action—and pre- 
dictably require assistance leaving the ring once 
Ray was through with them ... Moved on to a spot 
in Immortal and earned a World title match against 
Sting ... Surprisingly dominated a feud with AJ 
Styles that ended when he bested Styles in a last- 


man-standing match at Slammiversary. 

41 KOJIMA (6°, 250, 20, 70) The 
leader of the Kojima Army has once again 
4 taken aim at reclaiming the IWGP heavyweight 

championship from Hiroshi Tanahashi ... First 
wrestler to simultaneously hold New Japan’s IWGP 
heavyweight belt and All Japan’s Triple Crown 
championship ... Also the defending G-1 Climax 
winner, having defeated Tanahashi in the finals of 
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ays «za - cb 
the 2010 tournament ... In response to his recent 
losing streak against Tanahashi, has expanded his 
heel group, adding MVP, Taka Michinoku, and 
Nosawa Rongai ... Has made more effective use 
again of his CCD over-the-shoulder reverse pile- 
driver and Koji Cutter variation of the bulldog since 
recovering from arm surgery... Forty-year-old for- 
mer star pupil of the NJPW Dojo also freelances 
for a variety of independent Japanese promotions 
... Hasn’t wrestled for All Japan since sustaining 
the arm injury in 2010 and leaving after a contract 
dispute as he recovered. 


42 JOE (6°2”, 280, 12, 31) Once- 
dominant “Samoan Submission Machine” 
has failed to regain main-event status in TNA ... 
Strange alliance with Jeff Jarrett ended predictably, 
with Jarrett turning on him ... Submission match 
loss to Jarrett was low point of the past year ... 
Was never able to exact revenge on TNA security 
officers Gunner and Murphy, who interfered during 
the bout ... Re-signed with the promotion in 
December ... Seemed to regain killer instinct dur- 
ing feud with D’Angelo Dinero, soundly defeating 
him at Lockdown ... Began feud with the undefeat- 
ed Crimson ... Twice abandoned Crimson in the 
ring, subjecting him to attacks by Abyss ... Claimed 
that he did not need help from others during his 
own undefeated streak in his early days at TNA... 
Began to hear boos from fans who interpreted his 
refusal to help as acts of jealousy ... Lost to Crim- 
son at Slammiversary IX ... Shook hands with the 
youngster afterward, regaining the fans’ respect ... 
Former TNA triple crown winner and Ring of Honor 
champion has not held a major championship 


since late-2009. 
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43 CARA (5°7”, 175, 13, 42) 
International sensation formerly 
known as Mistico signed with WWE amid much fan- 
fare in early-2011 ... In last major CMLL conquest 
took the mask of El Oriental ... Defeated Averno in 
final match with CMLL as part of FantasticaMania 
2011 ... Featured new look and announced name 
change at press conference in Mexico City ... Made 
first WWE TV appearance on Raw, saving Daniel 
Bryan from Sheamus ... Pinned Primo in Raw debut 
. Dazzled with an array of high: flying moves, 
including the Spanish Fly ... = 
Teamed with John Cena the i 
following week to defeat | 
WWE champion The Miz 
and Alex Riley ... Moved to 
Smackdown in the 2011 draft | 
. Blue and gold lighting ie 
effects are used during his | 
matches ... Bested Chavo | 
Guerrero Jr. in brief feud ... | 
Defeated Guerrero in WWE | 
pay-per-view debut at Over 
the Limit ... Moved on to ff 
rivalry with Cody Rhodes 
and Ted DiBiase Jr. ... § 
Formed partnership with | 
Bryan ... As yet, hasn’t & 
wowed WWE fans quite as 
much as had been hoped ... | 
Twice was ranked in “PWI/ 
500” top five (2006, 2007) | 
while competing in Mexico. 
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44 | CASTAGNOLI (6'5”, 222, 11, 
80) Whether in singles or tag action with 


Kings of Wrestling partner Chris Hero, Swiss mas- 
ter technician continues to be recognized as one 
of the top performers in the indies ... Competes 
prominently in ROH, CHIKARA Pro, and Pro Wres- 
tling Guerrilla, where he has held the top title since 
October 2010 ... ROH tag team title reign with 
Chris Hero became the longest in company history 
at 363 days, prior to duo losing the belts to Charlie 
Haas and Shelton Benjamin ... Previous record 
was 275 days by Mark and Jay Briscoe ... Domi- 
nated CHIKARA as one of the leaders of the evil 
German contingent, Bruderschaft des Kreuzes, 
with Ares, Tursas, Delirious, Tim Donst, and others 

.. 267-day reign as CHIKARA Campeonatos de 
Parejas with Ares was ended by Mike Quacken- 
bush and Jigsaw in December ... Emerged victori- 
ous in longstanding, bitter rivalry with Eddie Kings- 


i Ma 


ae 


. 


os n 


a x 


ea z x a 
@. a Hf 
ee fe = 
- at) fica / - 
We SOE = 
| ! » s Sz : * ‘ 
ton ... With Hero, competed in the 2011 Global Tag 4 ne 
League in Japan’s Pro Wrestling Noah ... Unsuc- x = 
cessfully challenged for Takashi Sugiura’s Global >. 
Honored Crown title in Germany ... Recent tryout \" 
by 


has fueled speculation that he and Hero may soon 
be headed to WWE. 


45 NAKAMURA (6'2”, 230, 9, 
7) Practically nowhere to go but down 


for Nakamura following his tremendous place- 
ment in last year’s rankings ... Hasn’t been quite 
> as successful since his most 
) recent loss of the IWGP champi- 
) onship, but has remained an 
= upper-mid-card fixture and is 
=| likely to surge back to main- 
» event status at some point in the 
future ... After wrestling to a 
» 30-minute time-limit draw 
against Pro Wrestling Noah’s Go 
Shiozaki (and missing out on the 
G-1 Climax finals by a single 
point as a result), lost in a no- 
_ time-limit rematch before eve- 
| ning the score at the Wrestle 
Kingdom V pay-per-view event 
) in Tokyo ... Also suffered a set- 
back when he lost to Hirooki 
| Goto in a match to determine 
the top contender for the IWGP 
Mm belt ... Recovered enough to win 
ay } the title before quickly losing it to 
’ Kojima ... Has since taken a 
back seat to Hiroshi Tanahashi 
in the New Japan pecking order, but is still count- 
ed on as a big part of the company’s future. 


GENERICO (5°11”, 180, 9, 118) Huge 

jump in the rankings for the “Generic 
Luchadore” ... Unorthodox and popular masked 
man isn’t just fun and games anymore ... Displayed 
dark side in vicious feud with former partner Kevin 


Steen ... Drove Steen out of ROH at Final Battle |) 
2010, in a Fight Without Honor where he put his 
mask on the line ... Promptly signed a new contract 

.. Wrestled a pair of tryout matches for TNA, losing 
to Amazing Red and defeating T.J. Perkins ... [ 
Defeated the 1-2-3 Kid to win CHIKARA’S 2011 Rey )J > 


de Voladores tournament ... Back in ROH, lost to 
Michael Elgin after interference by Christopher Dan- 
iels ... Expanded international horizons with appear- 
ances in Peru for Leader Wrestling Association and 
in Chile for Xplosion Nacional de Lucha. 
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© G7 Bs SHELLEY (510°, 215, 

88) Motor City Machine Guns 
made notable appearances in New Japan in late- 
2010, losing to No Limit and defeating Apollo 55 
... Lost the TNA World tag team title to Beer 
Money Inc. at Genesis ... Miscommunication 
played a role in the match as well as in their loss 
in a rematch, but to their credit, the Guns did not 
quarrel for long ... Broke collarbone in mid-Janu- 
ary and would miss over three months of action ... 
Returned in late-April to save Sabin from an 
attack by Mexican America (Hernandez and Anar- 
quia) on /mpact ... |ronically, Sabin would suffer 
an injury that same night ... After surgery, it was 
revealed that Sabin would be sidelined for the rest 
of the year, postponing the Guns’ quest to regain 
the title ... Has settled into occasional singles 
matches in Sabin’s absence ... Options in TNA 
remain wide open, with Sabin on the shelf for the 
foreseeable future. 


CHRIS SABIN (5°10”, 205, 11, 95) Dealt 


a huge blow, suffering a devastating knee 
injury in late-April ... Diagnosed with torn ACL and 
MCL ... After surgery, was informed that he would 
miss the remainder of 2011, at least ... Partnership 
with Alex Shelley in The Motor City Machine Guns 
was as popular as ever upon Shelley’s own return 
from injury ... Speculation of a Guns breakup fol- 
lowing title loss to Beer Money at Genesis proved 
to be much ado about nothing ... Team went inac- 
tive after Shelley broke his collarbone in January 
... Returned to competition in the X division for a 
short time ... Reunited with Shelley but injured his 
knee in a match with Anarquia ... Faces a long 
road of rehabilitation, but has vowed to come back 
better than ever ... Plays bass in a band called The 
High Crusade, which also includes former TNA 
wrestler Petey Williams ... Band released its first 
album back in September. 


ADAM PEARCE (6’2”, 245, 15, 61) Now 


a three-time former NWA champion, 
“Scrap Iron” is one of the most decorated perform- 
ers on the indy scene, and a dangerous challeng- 
er to any title he sets his sights on ... Old-school- 
style grappler can wrestle, brawl, and knows 
every dirty trick in the book ... Was replaced as 
head. booker of Ring of Honor after what he 
described as a “difference of ideology” with own- 
ership ... Scored several successful NWA title 


50 a PWia 


t. 


defenses during his 

third reign last 

year, including a 

win over Bryan 

Danielson at the 

NWA Legends Fan- 

fest ... Lost the belt 

to longtime rival Colt 

Cabana in March ... 

Campaigned for a {J 

rematch, but 

Cabana lost the title 

to The Sheik before 

it could happen ... 

Has since remained 

hot on the trail of the new champion ... After leaving 
ROH, took over as head booker of NWA-Champion- 
ship Wrestling from Hollywood ... Resigned after a 
short time and was replaced by Joey Ryan ... 
Remains one of the focal characters of the televi- 
sion program while also acting as a producer ... In 
addition to his pursuit of a fourth NWA title reign, 
continues to hold the NWA British Commonwealth 
title ... Beat Dru Onyx for the strap in early-2010 ... 
Missed some time late in the evaluation period with 
a brachial nerve injury. 


EL ZORRO (5’9”, 200, 18, 243) Former 

AAA heavyweight champion signed with 
TNA last August ... Still waiting for a start date 
as of this writing ... Alternates between technico 
and rudo—sometimes battling Konnan on behalf 
of promoter Juan Roldan, sometimes fighting for 
La Legion Extranjera faction of La Sociedad sta- 
ble ... Took Nicho el Millonario’s hair in a Jucha 
de apuesta match, ending their feud ... Teamed 
with then-AAA champion Dr. Wagner Jr. in the 
2010 parejas increibles tag tournament ... 
Turned on Wagner and took his title at Guerra de 
Titanes event in December ... Feuded briefly 
with Charly Manson ... Attacked stablemate L.A. 
Park after learning of Park’s intention to chal- 
lenge him ... Ostracized by La Sociedad in May 
following announcement that his new business 
partner was TNA’s Jeff Jarrett, who was on the 
outs with Konnan ... Lost the title to Jarrett short- 
ly after evaluation period ... “The Prophet Of 
Wrestling,” likes to publicly predict outcome of 
his matches ... Has appeared on several WWE 
events in Mexico ... Uses the Zorro Stretch 
cross-legged STF as his finisher. 


Photo by Lee South/TN 
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54 (6°1”, 235, 14, 55) Raw’s 
breakout heel will blame this ranking on 
the fact that he’s still being held down by “The Man” 
.. The only reason R-Truth didn’t crack the top 30 
is because his career was quite uneventful during 
the first eight months of this evaluation period ... 
Had a shot at John Cena’s heavyweight title stolen 
from him by John Morrison on Raw ... Responded 
by injuring Morrison’s neck in an ambush attack, 
setting up a heel turn in which he would disparage 
all the “Little Jimmys” at ringside ... Also uses a 
more vicious finisher, a leaping reverse STO, which 
he calls the Moment of Truth. 


52 MCINTYRE (6°5”, 252, 10, 30) 
Lost some ground in 2010-11, as he went 


from being a dominant WWE Intercontinental cham- 
pion to getting lost in the shuffle ... His career hit a 
snag nearly a year ago when his visa expired .. 
Returned and teamed with , = 

Cody Rhodes to capture the 
WWE tag team title in a five- | 
way Tag Team Turmoil match 
at September’s Night of | 
Champions ... Mcintyre and 
Rhodes had a falling-out in | 
October ... Drafted to the 
Raw brand in April ... His in- 
ring execution is flawless, as & 
proven by his Future Shock 
finisher, a snap double- 
underhook DDT ... Still 
searching for a personality. 


53 ROLLINS 
(6'1”, 


210, 6, 19) 
Still better known in some 
circles as Tyler Black, the 
innovative phenom who 
enjoyed a breakout year in 
2010, which included a dom- | 
inant Ring of Honor title reign * 
.. Has since faded into the 


a TV title ... Held the Florida tag team title with Rich- 
The superkick fin- 
ssher he has honed to perfection in FCW probably 
’ won't be permitted in WWE unless Shawn Michaels 


gives his blessing. 
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Photo by Scott Priactein 
obscurity of WWE’s developmental program with the 
corporately sanitized moniker of “Seth Rollins” ... 
Defeated Hunico on January 13 to win the Jack 
Brisco Classic tournament and become the first- 
ever FCW15 champion, that promotion’s version of 


54 MAKABE (5°11”, 240, 14, 
75) Former IWGP heavyweight 


champion faded from the title scene after 161-day 
reign ended last October, but still enjoyed one of 
the more successful years of his career ... Battled 
through a neck injury that temporarily kept him out 
of action ... Prolific and feared brawler ... Defeat- 
ed Masato Tanaka at Wrestle Kingdom V ... Feud- 
ed heavily with the Kojima Army, until forming an 
alliance with Kojima to battle Minoru Suzuki ... 
Recently pinned Rhino in a South Philly Street- 
fight main event at The Asylum Arena on first New 
Japan tour of the U.S. 


55 (6°2”, 280, 15, 71) Spent 
much of 2010 in Mexico, where he 
became a member of E/ Sociedad ... This was no 
surprise, considering E/ Sociedaa’s spiritual lead- 
er, Konnan, was also head of TNA’s Latin Ameri- 
can Xchange in which Hernan- 
\ dez was also a member ... 
, Reluctantly returned to TNA in 
2011, ditching his fan-favorite 
| Persona in favor of being a 
monster heel ... Went from 
| being Eric Bischoff’s hitman to 
| becoming the cornerstone of 
the TNA’s new Latino faction, 
Mexican America ... His Bor- 
der Toss is one of the simplest 
yet most effective moves in 
wrestling ... Just ask Billy Cor- 
gan of Smashing Pumpkins, 
who got tossed by Hernandez 
at last year’s TripleMania. 


56" DINERO 


220, 8, 36) Some 
wrestlers turn heel to jump- 
start their careers; Dinero’s 
heel turn has slowed his 
’ momentum considerably ... 

Formed an alliance with Sting 
and Kevin Nash last fall to resist Hulk Hogan’s 
Immortal faction ... Got tired of being a constant 
target and became disillusioned by the unreliabil- 
ity of certain allies, including Samoa Joe ... The 
“Samoan Submission Machine” and his assistant, 
Okato, discovered that Dinero, who claimed to be 
raising money for those in need, was using the 
funds to visit strip clubs ... Now helping Brother 
Devon in his feud with Mexican America ... His 
double-knee facebreaker is sudden and effective. 
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Bak HENRY (6°3”, 392, 15, 99) 


Decided that his fan-friendly persona 
wasn’t working despite a brief partnership with 
Evan Bourne that showed glimmer of potential ... 
Sent to Smackdown in the 2011 WWE talent draft 
... Turned on partners John Cena and Christian 
during that night’s three-hour Raw special ... His 
loss to Rey Mysterio Jr. during a Smackdown tap- 
ing the following day killed his momentum ... The 
World’s Strongest Slam is as powerful as ever. 


Heise CASAS (5°7”, 170, 32, 138) 


Still going strong at age 51, Casas 
remains a headliner on the lucha libre scene ... 
Reached the finals of the Incredible Pairs tag 
tournament with tecnico partner La Mascara, but 
lost to Atlantis and Mascara Dorada ... Defeated 
Hijo del Fantasma to win the CMLL middle- 
weight championship for the second time before 
losing the belt to Jushin Liger during a month- 
long tour of Japan ... Returned to Mexico to feud 
with Charly Manson, dropping a climactic hair- 
vs.-hair bout (the second year in a row Casas 
has had his head shorn) ... After a 536-day 
reign, Casas dropped the CMLL welterweight 
championship to Mascara Dorada. 


GUNNER (6’3”, 242, 10, 97) The former 

Phill Shatter enjoyed a meteoric rise 
from TNA security to World title contender ... He 
and Murphy began as a hit squad for Immortal ... 
His breakthrough win was his capture of the 
vacant TNA TV title in a three-way also involving 
Murphy and Rob Terry on March 14 ... Lost the 
belt to Eric Young two months later ... Pinned 
then-World champion Sting in a tag team main 
event ... Also defeated new TNA World champion 
Mr. Anderson in a non-title match just after the 
end of our evaluation period ... Relinquished the 
SAW International title to focus on his TNA career. 


ABYSS (6’10”, 350, 12, 23) Serves as an 

effective henchman for Immortal ... 
Injured Rob Van Dam, forcing him to vacate the 
TNA World title ... Defeated Douglas Williams for 
the TV title at Genesis ... Vacated the title when he 
was injured by Crimson, who ambushed him with 
“Janice,” Abyss’ handy nail-spiked board ... 
Defeated Kazarian for the X division title, which he 
calls the “Xtreme championship” ... Learning new 
fighting strategies from Sun Tzu’s The Art Of War 


» H2 a PWla 


... No longer exhibits the same level of deranged 
insecurity that once prevented him from achieving 
success in TNA ... Maybe Hogan’s ring really did 
give him the strength of a million Hulkamaniacs. 


aa JUSTIN GABRIEL (6°1”, 215, 14, 141) 

He and Heath Slater were WWE’s most 
dominant tag team of 2010-11 ... While Gabriel 
and Slater enjoyed their first WWE tag team title 
reign as members of the original Nexus, their 
skills as a team continued to improve after they 
joined Wade Barrett to form The Corre on the 
Smackdown brand ... They were abandoned by 
Barrett during a six-man match on the June 7 edi- 
tion of Smackdown ... With The Corre disbanded, 
Gabriel and Slater are seeking new challenges ... 
Current tag champs Michael McGillicutty and 
David Otunga would be a prime target. 


@EGDoowsias WILLIAMS (6°, 235, 
18, 45) Struggled to find his own 


voice in TNA, came close to doing it, but got re- 
shuffled into the deck ... Found his role in Fortune 
to be stifling and rebelled against AJ Styles, 
Kazarian, and Beer Money ... Emerged as TV 
champ by the end of 2010 ... Lost the belt to 
Abyss at Genesis, thanks to Styles’ interference 
... Re-formed The British Invasion with Brutus 
Magnus, but the duo lost matches to Ink Inc. as 
well as a World tag team title bout to James 
Storm and Alex Shelley, who was substituting for 
an injured Robert Roode ... He got a visa for this? 
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63 DEVON (6°1”, 265, 20, 73) 
Seemed to be preparing for the end of his 
career in late-2010, but now in his 20th year in the 
business, Devon is entering an interesting new 
phase ... He and then-Brother Ray requested a shot 
against World tag champs The Motor City Machine 
Guns as their final TNA match ... Team 3-D lost, but 
renewed their TNA contracts shortly thereafter ... 
Attacked by Ray and feuded with him through early- 
2011 ... Laid out Ray with a steel chain at Genesis 
but feud just got hotter ... Even Devon’s sons, Ter- 
rence and Terrell, got involved in the action ... With 
the Bully Ray feud seemingly behind him, Devon 
has formed an uneasy alliance with D’Angelo Dine- 
ro in his feud with Mexican America. 


SHIOZAKI (6°, 240, 7, 68) Remains 
a focal point of Pro Wrestling NOAH, 
despite unsuccessful efforts to recapture the GHC 
heavyweight championship he lost to Takashi Sug- 
iura in December 2009 ... Teamed with Atsushi 
Aoki to win the AAA tag team championship, set- 
ting the stage for a tour of Mexico ... Lost the title 
to Los Maniacos in a three-way match at TripleMa- 
nia 19 ... Entered New Japan’s 2010 G-1 Climax 
tournament, winning four matches but missing out 
on the finals after a thrilling 30-minute draw with 
Shinsuke Nakamura ... Pair has since squared off 
twice, with Shiozaki winning the no-time-limit return 
bout and Nakamura claiming the rubber match. 


65 HARDY (6’2”, 236, 17, 66) Once 
known as the reliable Hardy brother, Matt 
has drawn unflattering comparisons to his brother, 
Jeff, as of late ... Sent home from a WWE European 
tour in October of last year ... Agents were unsatis- 
fied with his physical conditioning ... Matt claims 
that an abdominal disorder had caused a struggle 
with weight gain ... Emerged in TNA in January 
2011 as a surprise opponent for Rob Van Dam at 
Genesis ... Soon became a full-fledged member of 
Immortal ... Explored an intriguing new “Cold-Blood- 
ed” persona ... Just after our evaluation period, 
Hardy announced he was taking time off from TNA. 


BS SLATER (6'2”, 235, 6, 100) Crit- 
ics slammed Slater’s first WWE tag team 
title reign with Justin Gabriel because fellow Nexus 
member David Otunga, who co-held the belts with 
John Cena, simply laid down for Slater to pin him 
... They lost the straps to Santino Marella and 
Vladimir Kozlov ... He and Gabriel walked away 
from CM Punk’s takeover of The Nexus and joined 
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Wade Barrett’s Corre faction on the Smackdown 
brand ... Enjoyed two more tag title reigns with 
Gabriel ... Slater and Gabriel have split from Bar- 
rett, although they plan to remain a team. 


67 E (5°10”, 204, 11, 304) Quite a 
leap in the rankings for the longtime 
ECWA journeyman wrestler who capitalized on 
the Jersey Shore craze ... Appeared as a very 
“Situation’”-like character, along with valet Cookie 
(Becky Bayless) ... Got to experience some long- 
awaited dream moments, which included appear- 
ances as a TNAstar at The Arena in Philadelphia 
and in Rahway, New Jersey, where Kevin Knight 
trained him for a wrestling career ... Won the X 
division title from Jay Lethal at last year’s Turning 
Point, with Cookie’s help, but held the belt for 
only a month ... The former Rob Eckos must find 
a way to stand out in the X division shuffle. 


6S DIBIASE JR. (6°4”, 235, 5, 
34) Who inside WWE doesn’t like 


Ted DiBiase Jr.? ... He had the worst year imagin- 
able for any wrestler considered a future main- 
eventer ... Went on a surprising losing streak after 
splitting from Cody Rhodes ... Even his valet, 
Maryse, called him a loser ... Failed to win the U.S. 
title from Daniel Bryan at Survivor Series ... Brodus 
Clay dumped him as his mentor on NXT... Sent to 
Smackdown in April as part of the supplemental 
draft ... Could his often-candid out-of-the-ring com- 
ments have gotten him into trouble? ... Only DiBi- 
ase’s natural talent lands him this high a ranking. 
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6&9 BOURNE (5’9”, 183, 10, 63) | 
Slipped a few notches after sitting at | 


number 63 for the past two years ... Shook off 
Mark Henry as a partner and recovered from | 
shoulder surgery to make an impact on Raw in 
February ... Defeated Sheamus on the February 
28 Raw with a little help from Triple-H ... 


Appeared on Raw only sporadically for a while | al 


before entering a feud with Jack Swagger 
toward the tail end of our evaluation period ... | 


Eventually defeated Swagger at Capital Punish- 


ment ... Fans got a taste of dream match-up 
against Sin Cara just after the evaluation period | 
and are looking forward more. 


70 MARUFUII (5°9”, 190, | 
13, 52) Lost IWGP junior heavyweight * 


championship to Prince Devitt after defeating 
Tiger Mask IV in an inter-promotional match 
between Pro Wrestling Noah and New Japan at 
Wrestle Kingdom IV ... Remains only man to have 
held junior heavyweight titles in NOAH, New 
Japan, and All Japan ... Despite pulling double- 
duty as an in-ring mainstay and the VP of NOAH, 
has competed in many tag matches alongside 
KENTA, Jun Akiyama, and Atsushi Aoki ... Power- 
fully built with deceptive strength. 


wf 1 BENJAMIN (62”, 248, 11, 


76) Entered evaluation period as the 
WWC Universal champion, having defeated Ray 
Gonzalez for the title in Puerto Rico ... Reunited 
with Charlie Haas to lose to Claudio Castagnoli 
and Chris Hero in their Ring of Honor debut ... He 
and Haas had to work their way up like any other 
team, and defeated Castagnoli and Hero for the 
ROH tag belts in April ... Wrestled in a singles 
Smackdown dark match earlier in the year ... 
Subject to persistent rumors that TNA is interest- 
ed in signing both he and Haas. 


7 2 DREAMER (6’2”, 265, 
22, 193) Resurrected the spirit of 


ECW once again, spearheading TNA’s Hardcore 
Justice pay-per-view last year ... He and his ECW 
comrades formed the short-lived EV2.0 faction ... 
Rekindled old feud with Raven in a bloody match 
at Hardcore Justice ... Got a fork stuck in his eye 
courtesy of AJ Styles, causing him to lose their “I 
Quit” match at No Surrender ... Tried to reach a 
truce with Fortune, which attacked him en masse 
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... Joined Bully Ray, targeted new fan favorite 
Styles, and ripped on the fans ... Suddenly 
departed TNA in June ... It was a disappointing 
turn of events for the “Innovator Of Violence.” 


7 3 DEWITT (5°11”, 178,11, 217) 
Has already accumulated a slew of hon- 


ors in the ring, and is still in his prime at age 30... 
Captured the IWGP junior heavyweight champion- 
ship from Naomichi Marufuji and held it for 364 
days before losing it to Kota Ibushi ... Simultane- 
ously captured and defended the IGWP junior 
heavyweight tag team championship for the fifth 
time overall and third time with partner Ryusuke 
Taguchi ... Whirlwind style in the ring often over- 
whelms opponents ... Holds a black belt in IBF 
submission style wrestling, and the influence of 
his training shows in his matches. 


V4 BRISCOE (6°, 215, 11, 62) 
Approaching a singles career with 
renewed vigor, although he still teams with young- 
er brother Mark ... Joined Mark and father Mike 
Briscoe to defeat The Kings of Wrestling and 
manager Shane Hagadorn at Final Battle 2010 ... 
Jay and Mark signed contract extensions for Ring 
of Honor in January 2011 ... The Briscoes were 
sore losers after an upset loss to Kenny King and 
Rhett Titus at Manhattan Madness IV ... He and 
Titus spilled pints of blood in their gruesome 
exchanges ... Now an all-out heel ... Competes 
for other indies throughout the U.S. and occasion- 
ally embarks on tours of Japan. 
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wf ROB TERRY (6'4”, 260, 4, 67) After his 

TNA Global title reign and stint in 
Immortal, Terry is still struggling to live up to the 
hype-—-or at least a measure of success commen- 
surate with 22-inch arms and a 48-inch chest ... 
Lost to Scott Steiner after a posedown ... Teamed 
with Murphy (of TNA security) in loss to World tag 
champs Beer Money in April ... Kicked out of 
Immortal soon after Perhaps he’s eyeing a 
reunion with British Invasion mates Magnus and 
Douglas Williams ... Somewhat limited in the ring, 
though his thrust spinebuster is lethal, and a man 
of his size and power is always dangerous. 


q AUSTIN ARIES (5'9”, 202, 10, 25) will 


Aries even be in the “500” next year? ... 
When the two-time former Ring of Honor champion 
was released from ROH due to budget cuts, Aries 
hinted that he may pursue a career outside of wres- 
tling Failed to win YAMATO’s Open the Freedom 
Gate title in Dragon Gate USA ... Lost to Jimmy 
Jacobs in what was billed as his farewell match in 
DGUSA, but he then joined the Blood Warriors fac- 
tion, headed by CIMA ... Beat former X division 
stars Jimmy Rave and Kid Kash in the first round of 
a tournament to win a TNA contract on June 6. 


wf T dovvon BUCK (5°11”, 195, 7, 116) The 


elder dark-haired member of Genera- 


tion Me, this generation’s version of The Hardy 


Boyz ... The Bucks made several unsuccessful 
attempts to wrest the TNA World tag belts from 
The Motor City Machine Guns in late-2010 ... He 
and brother Jeremy began arguing during a three- 
way match for Kazarian’s X division title at Victory 
Road Max defeated Jeremy at the March 15 
taping of Xplosion ... The Bucks soon reunited 
and returned to X division competition. 


© 7 Gp TEMIEL INCKSON (os, 0s, 


4, 93) Formerly known as Ryk- 
lon, the thickly muscled behemoth rebounded 
from a torn quadriceps muscle to make his in-ring 
return on September 13 ... Joined Wade Barrett, 
Justin Gabriel, and Heath Slater in a vicious 
assault against The Big Show on a January epi- 
sode of Smackdown ... They formed The Corre 
the following week ... Started to bristle at Barrett’s 
leadership style ... Won biggest match of his 
career after the evaluation period, defeating Bar- 
rett for the WWE Intercontinental title at Capitol 
Punishment ... Standing side slam and torture- 
rack backbreaker are brutal ... Has come a long 


way since tooling around with William Regal and 
Vladimir Kozlov in ECW. 


v4 CHARLIE HARS (6°2”, 249, 14, NL) 


After fading from the wrestling scene, 
Haas has rejuvenated his career on the indy cir- 
cuit ... Beat Michael Faith for the NWA Texas 
State title in Amarillo .. Reunited with Shelton 
Benjamin in Ring of Honor, where they rose up 
the ladder in methodical—and sometimes hum- 
bling—fashion ... Finally toppled The Kings of 
Wrestling on April 1 at Honor Takes Center Stage 
to win the championship ... Won the respect of 
ROH fans along the way ... Though he was 
unsuccessful in his bid for Hiroshi Tanahashi’s 
IWGP title during New Japan’s first tour of the 
U.S., Haas’ effort was inspiring. 


8 JUSHIN LIGER (5'7", 210, 27, 317) 


Just when it seemed that age and accu- 
mulated ring injures had taken their toll, Liger 
enjoyed one of his best years ... Arguably the 
greatest light heavyweight of the past two 
decades ... Seemed reinvigorated by an exten- 
sive tour of Mexico and the U.S., where the 
46-year-old competed in CMLL, JAPW, and Pro 
Wrestling Guerrilla ... Captured CMLL middle- 
weight title from Negro Casas, and still held it as 
of press time ... Change of pace was much need- 
ed after disbandment of New Japan’s Legends 
stable, following departures of Masa Chono, Riki 
Choshu, and Akira Nogami. 
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33 1 MARK BRISCOE (6°, 202, 11, 86) 
Known as more of a daredevil than 
brother Jay ... Dropped a close match to Christo- 
pher Daniels in January ... Rebounded with singles 
wins over ROH newcomers Ryan Eagles and Kyle 
O’Reilly in March ... Seems to be in his element in 
the ultra-violent Combat Zone Wrestling, where the 
43 Briscoes defeated Philly’s Most Wanted to become 
. CZW tag team champions in February ... Unsuc- 
cessfully challenged NWA champions the Dark City 
Fight Club in May ... Pays homage to old-school 
Japan with his Saito suplex ... He and Jay are 

om arguably the greatest tag team in ROH history. 


© FD isiain0 HORDAN 2,257 
12, 135) After showing potential 


as TNA’s version of Goldust, the often controver- 
sial Jordan has quietly slipped into the mid-card 
tag team doldrums ... Yes, Orlando is actually in a 
tag team ... He and Eric Young have been teaming 
for much of the past year ... Jordan seemed to 
have a romantic interest in Young, but also seems 
to have become more serious about wrestling as 
well ... They lost to Ink Inc. at last year’s Bound for 
Glory but rebounded to defeat Generation Me in 
December ... Once again lost to Ink Inc. in a four- 
way top contenders’ match held in April. 


8 JEREMY BUCK (5°11”, 200, 7, 119) 


Fair-haired 22-year-old is the younger 
Buck brother ... Resuscitated his career by reform- 
ing Generation Me with Max, while simultaneously 
competing in the X division ... Better alternative to 
feuding with his brother while both their careers 
tanked ... Was getting the worst end of that feud, 
anyway, being attacked by Max and losing their 
head-to-head matches ... As of press time was 
scheduled to make a return appearance in ROH 
with Max this summer ... Bucks (as Nick and Matt 
Jackson) are enjoying their second reign as PWG 
tag champs, having beaten El Generico and Paul 
London in April ... Trained by Marty Jannetty. 


8 Gp iEsse NEAL (6’, 240, 3, 223) Seems to 


be pacing his career just right as a mem- 
ber of Ink Inc. with Shannon Moore ... Seen by 
many as the team that took the “spot” once reserved 
for Generation Me ... Ink Inc. has worked hard to 
earn a number of title shots, particularly against 
Beer Money ... Beat The British Invasion, Orlando 
Jordan and Eric Young, and Scott Steiner and Crim- 
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son in a four-way cage match at Lockdown to 
become top contenders ... In the midst of a three- 
year deal with TNA ... Was aboard the USS Cole, 
which was attacked by Al-Qaeda in 2000 .... Dates 
female star, the tattoo-covered Christina Von Eerie. 


8 KENNY OMEGA (6’, 200, 11, 142) 


Regarded as a potential star in Ring of 
Honor before heading to Japan ... Failed to beat 
Prince Devitt for the IWGP junior heavyweight title, 
but teamed with Kota Ibushi to defeat Devitt and Ryu- 
suke Taguchi for the junior heavyweight tag title on 
October 11 ... Lost straps back to Devitt and Taguchi 
at a New Japan-CMLL co-promoted event on Janu- 
ary 23 ... Narrowly missed semifinals of this year’s 
Best of the Super Juniors ... Scored greatest victory 
of his career over Jushin Liger in Philadelphia to win 
the Jersey All-Pro Wrestling light heavyweight title 
during New Japan’s spring tour of the U.S. 


Ss SHINGO TAKAGI (5°10”, 210, 7, NL) 


Former bodybuilder and protégé of Ani- 
mal Hamaguchi has emerged as one of the inter- 
national scene’s better young performers ... After 
returning from injury, disbanded Kamikaze faction 
and joined Junction Three stable to battle CIMA’s 
Blood Warriors... Participated in the 2010 King of 
Gate tournament and beat Dragon Kid in the 
finals ... Also scored a personal victory when he 
renewed a feud with former tag partner BxB Hulk 
... In the climactic hair-vs.-hair match at the Kobe 
World Pro Wrestling Festival, defeated his rival 
and got to shave off Hulk’s hair. 


8 CARLITO (5°10”, 220, 12, 94) Branded 

an underachiever, Carlito has started to 
piece his career back together after his dismissal 
from WWE ... Sometimes still goes by his WWE 
Carlito moniker, but in his native Puerto Rico will 
always be Carly Colon ... Recently captured his 
13th WWC Universal heavyweight championship 
from Steve Corino... Was on the losing end of an 
intense feud for the Universal title with Ricky Ban- 
deras before the latter’s abrupt departure for rival 
IWA promotion ... Has also begun competing in 
Mexico’s AAA promotion as well as taking on indy 
dates in the continental U.S. 


8 WOLADOR JR. (5° 9”, 190, 12, 81) High- 
flying masked tech- 
nico shocked CMLL fans by 
turning rudo early last year ... 
Vicious attack on La Mascara 
at the Universal Champion- 
ship tournament left former 
comrade vulnerable to an 
easy victory for Jushin Liger 
. Enjoyed a 236-day run 
with the Mexican National 
light heavyweight champion- 
ship before La Mascara got 
his revenge ... Successfully 
protected his mask in a 
14-man steel cage match at 
the CMLL 77th Anniversary 
Show ... Also feuded with 
Mistico (Sin Cara) prior to 
Mistico’s departure for WWE. 


Pe CRIMSON (6’e”, 

252, 4, NL) Trying 
to cobble together a Goldberg- 
like undefeated streak, with 
wins over Magnus, Abyss, and 
Samoa Joe ... Like Goldberg, 
however, dropped a few dark matches upon his ini- 
tial entry into the company, to Jay Lethal and Stevie 
Richards ... Made TV debut in December 2010 as 
Amazing Red’s “little” brother, Little Red ... Ditched 
his brother for a shot at the big time, first doing the 
bidding of Immortal and then helping Kurt Angle 
against Abyss ... Scott Steiner was a mentor—yikes 
!... Army veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
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BXB HULK (5°10”, 170, 6, 98) Intense- 
ly competitive grappler turned heel after 
staging an unprovoked attack on Shingo Takagi 


.. Waged a brutal feud with him until Hulk lost a 
hair-vs.-hair showdown at the Kobe World Pro 
Wrestling Festival ... Throws some of the most 
innovative variations on suplexes, powerslams, 
and flying bodypresses in the sport ... At age 31, 
already boasts five DragonGate Open the Trian- 
gle Gate championships and a Dragon Gate USA 
championship as well ... Makes for an especially 
dangerous foe with Blood Warriors cohorts con- 
stantly lurking and ready to jump his opponents. 


Q SHANNON MOORE (5’9”, 175, 16, 
124) Veteran has bounced around in 
several secondary roles through the years ... Ink 
Inc. tag team with Jesse Neal may be a mid-card 
act, but Moore is the leader 
instead of the follower—and 
it’s working out relatively well 
for the duo ... Led Neal to vic- 
tories over Generation Me 
and the team of Orlando Jor- 
dan and Eric Young, among 
others ... Also played key role 
in great matches against Beer 
Money and The Motor City 
Machine Guns ... Has a 
quirky, punky personality, but 
is a sound wrestler with 
impressive aerial skills. 


@g VLADIME 


(6’6”, 302, 6, 155) Never 
imagined the key to his suc- 
cess would be becoming the 
straight man in a two-man 
comedy team ... Santino 
Marella brings out the best in 
the behemoth, as proven by 
their WWE tag team title vic- 
tory in a four-way match also 
involving Mark Henry and Yoshi Tatsu, The Usos, 
and defending champs Justin Gabriel and Heath 
Slater on the December 6 edition of Raw ... Lost 
the belts back to Gabriel and Slater at Elimination 
Chamber pay-per-view ... Flat, diamond-hard skull 
gives him a lethal headbutt, which he relies upon 
heavily ... Dependable tag team wrestler but 
seems unable to follow through in high-profile sin- 
gles matches, which have become increasingly 
rare for him ... Former heavyweight champion in 
both sambo and kickboxing, but training not evi- 
dent in his in-ring approach. 


©) HOMICIDE (5°10”, 205, 17, 

102) After departing TNA last 
year, immediately targeted then-ROH 
champion Rod Strong ... Treated like a 
main-eventer wherever he goes on the indy 
circuit, but has lost most of his high-profile 
matches this year to opponents such as | 
Slyk Wagner Brown and Strong ... Enjoyed 
a huge win when he teamed with Low-Ki to 
defeat Jushin Liger and Tiger Mask IV dur- 
ing New Japan’s spring tour of the U.S. ... 
After the evaluation period, defeated Rhino 
in a streetfight, his final ROH appearance 
before signing an exclusive deal with the 
new Urban Wrestling Federation. 


wy Aco CABANA (6'1”, 233, 12, 

101) Defeated longtime rival 
Adam Pearce for the NWA title on March 6 in Hol- 
lywood, California ... Dropped the belt to The 
Sheik six weeks later in Jacksonville, Florida, in 
what was regarded as an upset ... Provoked a 
feud with Ring of Honor’s House of Truth, which 


includes Christopher Daniels, Roderick Strong, 
Truth Martini, and Michael Elgin ... In April, Wres- 
tled as the masked Matt Classic alongside Dash 
Hatfield and Sugar Dunkerton at the 2011 CHIKA- 
RA King of Trios tournament ... Dubbed The 
Throwbacks, team was bounced in the first round. 


ey YUJI NAGATA (6°, 240, 19, 105) Naga- 

ta had a chaotic year ... Won the 
Champions Carnival to receive title shot at All 
Japan Triple Crown titlist Suwama, but came up 
short ... Was also defeated by IWGP heavyweight 
champion Hiroshi Tanahashi ... On the flip side, 
he and Wataru Inoue captured New Japan’s 
IWGP tag title in a three-way match against Bad 
Intentions and No Limit ... Lost the title to Bad 
Intentions in a return three-way ... Earned mea- 
sure of revenge by downing Bad Intentions’ Giant 
Bernard in a singles match at the annual New 
Japan Cup tournament. 


Gy ERIC YOUNG (6°, 225, 11, 49) Won 

the TNA TV title at the May 17 Impact 
tapings by conning then-champion Gunner into a 
title match ... Promised Gunner he’d lay down for 
the pin but then snatched him into a pinning pre- 
dicament instead, taking Gunner’s title ... Maybe 
run as TV champ will put a merciful end to tag 


team with Orlando Jordan ... Former class vale- 
dictorian has struggled with mental dysfunction 
ever since bumping his head in a match against 
Suicide last year ... Only man to hold the TV, 
Global, and Legends titles. 


ce 7m OTUNGA (6°1”, 240, 2, 207) 


Tremendous talent allowed him to survive 
some poor career decisions ... Won the WWE tag 
title with John Cena at Bragging Rights, but Wade 
Barrett ordered him to lie down for Justin Gabriel 
and Heath Slater the following night ... Took a beat- 
ing from The Big Show in order to pass New Nexus 
leader CM Punk’s initiation test ... Teamed with 
Michael McGillicutty on May 23 to beat The Big 
Show and Kane for the WWE tag belts ... Appears 
raw on the mat at times, but still needs to strike out 
on his own and leave Nexus behind. 


O9 YAMATO (5’7”, 180, 5, 273) 


Vaulted up the ratings this year 
by establishing himself as a force in Dragon Gate 
USA ... Captured the top Dragon Gate USA title 
from BxB Hulk after Hulk had reigned for 426 
days ... Has already successfully defended the 
belt on several occasions ... Also captured the 
Japanese version of the Dragon Gate title for the 
first time and had three successful defenses over 
his 111-day reign before losing to Masato Yoshino 
... Variation on the STF is one of the more effec- 
tive submission moves in both promotions ... Was 
facing intense competition for PAC in DGUSA at 
the end of our evaluation period. 


s) TOMMASO CIAMPA (5°10”, 210, 6, 

228) Determined to develop national 
reputation on the indy scene ... Made strong 
showings in several tournaments, including the 
MCW Shane Shamrock Cup and the ECWA 
Super 8, which he secured for the first time with 
wins over Rich Swann, Shiima Xion, and Adam 
Cole ... Has adopted a strategy to gain as much 
exposure as possible ... Debuted in Ring of 
Honor in January ... Joined Prince Nana’s 
Embassy ... Has defeated ROH stars such as 
Mike Sydal, Adam Cole, Grizzly Redwood, and 
Homicide ... Former WWE developmental stand- 
out has a bright future in the business. 


1 O SANTINO MARELLA (5°10”, 227, 
7, 350) Paired 
with Vladimir Kozlov to cap- 
ture the WWE tag team title in 
a four-way match also involv- 
ing The Usos, Mark Henry and 
Yoshi Tatsu, and defending 
champs Justin Gabriel and 
Heath Slater on December 10 
.. Lost the belts back to 
Gabriel and Slater at the Elim- 
ination Chamber pay-per-view 
... Romance with Usos’ man- 
ager Tamina ended when she 
was drafted to the Smack- 
down brand ... His Cobra is 
the most feared move since 
John Cena’s Five-Knuckle 
Shuffle ... Despite modest in- | 
ring accomplishments, still 
serves a mostly comic role. 


1 O KENNY KING 


(6’, 230, 9, 96) 

Athletic Floridian has begun to 

realize his potential ... Was a 

finalist in Season Two of WWE’s Tough Enough 
competition ... Teams with Rhett Titus in ROH as 
The All Night Express ... Flashy duo won over 
fans with surprising toughness, but don’t seem 
quite ready to carry the ROH tag team champion- 
ship ... Nearly won the Survival of the Fittest com- 
petition for a shot at the ROH title, but was elimi- 
nated by the eventual winner Eddie Edwards. 


1 O DEAN AMBROSE (6'3”, 220, 7, 


103) Former Jon Moxley is a long- 
time darling of the independent scene and one 


step closer to making it to the big time after sign- 
ing a developmental deal with WWE ... Now 
competes in Florida Championship Wrestling ... 
Had some high-profile matches with Dragon 
Gate USA and EVOLVE, where he lost his fare- 
well match to Austin Aries in New York City on 
April 19 ... Adept at many styles, but made his 
bones as a wild brawler, reminiscent of a young 
Terry Funk ... A legend in Combat Zone Wres- 
tling, where he’s held several championships. 


© FOZ Mitt SHEIN co, 242, 13, 


352) Blood-thirsty brawler 
from Damascus is the reigning NWA heavyweight 
champion, having defeated Colt Cabana at a Pro 
Wrestling Fusion event in Jacksonville, Florida on 
April 23 ... Wore the NWA 
North American title for 15 
months until vacating it upon 
his heavyweight title victory... 
Not related to the original 
Sheik, Ed Farhat, but was 
given permission to use the 
name by Farhat’s family ... 
Also invokes his namesake’s 
tactics, favoring the use of for- 
eign objects ... Brags of having 
tortured opponents so violently 
that fans in attendance have 
called 9-1-1 ... Had brutal 
feuds with Phill Shatter and for- 
mer champion Adam Pearce ... 
Before defeating Cabana, often 
claimed NWA officials avoided 
putting their champions in the 


ring with him. 
1 LOW-KI (5°8”, 
174, 13, 209) 
Respected pioneer of cruiser- 
weight style finally made it all 
the way to WWE’s main roster last year, but lasted 
less than four months before requesting and 
receiving his release ... Won Season Two of 
WWE’s NXT competition, where he was mentored 
by the odd choice of Layla El and Michelle McCool 
... Beat then-I-C champion Dolph Ziggler in a 
Smackdown non-title match, but came up short 
when the gold was on the line at Survivor Series 
... Has kept busy competing in Pro Wrestling 
Guerrilla, where he has victories over Davey Rich- 
ards and Akira Tozawa, and in New Japan ... Pos- 
sesses a booming baritone voice. 


1 O 5 KHALI (7°3”, 420, 11, 130) 

Colossal former WWE World 
champion is no longer a gentle giant, having 
adopted a new mentor, Jinder Mahal, and a new 
mean streak ... Won an impromptu 22-man battle 
royal in the dark match of WrestleMania 27 ... 
Was chosen by John Cena as a member of the 
seven-man WWE team that would take on The 
Nexus at SummerSlam 2010, but was attacked 
and injured by Nexus members and removed from 
the bout ... Maligned for his lack of technical 
skills, but there aren’t many losses on his ledger. 


1 OG ALEM RILEY (6’2”, 240, 4, 

201) Standout from WWE’s 
NXT Season Two has shown signs of becoming a 
breakout star ... Spent most of the evaluation 
period as a lackey for The Miz, his NXT pro ... 
Lost a steel cage match to John Cena in the main 
event of a February episode of Raw... When The 
Miz blamed him for his “Il-Quit” match loss to 
Cena at Over the Limit, Riley demolished his for- 
mer mentor, much to the delight of fans. 


1 O7 KENDRICK (5'8”, 184, 
12, 129) Cruiserweight veteran 


may have found Zen in TNA’s X division, but has 
not found much success ... Lost back-to-back X 
division title matches on pay-per-view last year to 
Douglas Williams, including an Ultimate X sub- 
mission match at Victory Road ... Aligned himself 
with EV2.0, the faction of former ECW originals, 
in its feud with Fortune... May not have won any 
championships during the evaluation period, but 
did win a popcorn machine as a contestant on 
The Price Is Right. 


1 O BR JACOBS (5°7”, 169, 12, 
150) Tragically hip troublemaker 


made his return to Ring of Honor in May after a 
nearly two-year absence ... Steve Corino 
revealed Jacobs as his “sponsor” during his feud 
with the House of Truth ... Also competed in 
Dragon Gate USA, where he sought redemption 
over his past substance problems ... Had a win- 
ning record in EVOLVE, where he had a memo- 
rable feud with Shiima Xion ... A regular in Jug- 
galo Championship Wrestling. 


1 09 TITUS (6’2”, 217, 6, 123) 
Once a nauseating male stripper- 


impersonator, “Addicted To Love” has won over 
ROH fans with his unwavering determination ... 
One half of the All Night Express with Kenny King 
... TOOK part in a violent feud with The Briscoe 
Brothers that saw Titus bleed buckets... The ANX 
beat Adam Cole and Kyle O’Reilly at Final Battle 
2010... A former winner of ROH’s Top of the Class 
trophy, recognizing the most promising graduates 
of ROH’s training academy. 


1 1 Oo STEINER (671”, 274, 25, 
163) After a quarter-century in the 


sport, “Big Poppa Pump’ is still hooking you up... 
Following an 11-month absence, returned to TNA 
in January to help turn back the threat of Immortal 
and Fortune... Teamed with Beer Money to beat 
Rob Terry, Gunner and Murphy at Against All 
Odds... Returned to his rulebreaking ways in a 
feud with Matt Morgan... Sent packing by TNA 


shortly before press time. 
5 | 1 1 SUZUKI (5°10”, 220, 
23, 64) The former Olympic free- 
style wrestler and MMA pro signaled his return to 
New Japan by attacking old rival Yuji Nagata ... 
Lost a grudge match to Nagata and then allied 
himself with former Kojima Army members Taichi 
and Taka Michinoku ... Prior to leaving All Japan, 
formally buried the hatchet with decade-long rival 
Masakatsu Funaki after losing a cage match ... 
Won the Triple Crown from Ryota Hama before 
losing it 119 days later to Suwama. 


1 1 a2 (6’, 220, 24, 248) The 
veteran masked man waged a bit- 
ter feud with L.A. Park (the original La Parka) for 
the rights to use the famous moniker as his ring 
name in the AAA promotion ... The feud was born 
of a real-life legal dispute ... L.A. Park won the 
seemingly climactic encounter, but the decision 
was overturned and a rematch ordered ... The 
second time, the current La Parka won ...The 
masked man later reformed his Los Bizarros sta- 
ble after old friend Cibernetico turned on him. 
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1 1 3 KIDD (5°9”, 195, 16, 58) 
Honorary member of the legendary 


Calgary Hart clan is technically a member of the 
Smackdown brand, although he can mostly be 
found competing on the WWE Superstars web 
show... Split with longtime partner David Hart 
Smith in November ... Has gone through several 
managers and bodyguards in recent months, 
ranging from Michael Hayes to Armando Estrada 
... Has remarkable spring, but small dimensions 
are holding him back in WWE. 


| 1 4 BENNETT (5°10”, 225, 9, NL) 
“The Prodigy” arrived in ROH last 


fall amid lots of hype, and quickly lived up to it ... 
Beat Adam Cole, Andy Ridge, and Kyle O’Reilly 
to win ROH’s Top Prospect tournament ... 
Became embroiled in a bit- 
ter feud with Steve Corino, 
who backed O’Reilly in the 
tournament ... Beat Corino 
in singles matches in March 
and May ... Has look, skill, 
and charisma to move up 
quite a ways in the sport. 


115 imcoe | 


190, 3, 
417) Likeable competitor of 
the Northeast independent 
scene is a regular in Ring of 
Honor, where he frequently 
teams with Kyle O'Reilly ... 
Scored upset victories 
against Sami Callihan and 
Austin Aries to advance to 
the finals of the 2011 ECWA 
Super 8 tournament, before losing a thriller to 
Tommaso Ciampa ... Was named 2010’s Rookie 
of the Year by the Wrestling Observer newsletter 
... Calls his top-rope flipping piledriver finisher 
Panama’s Sunrise, after his hometown of Panama 
City, Florida. 


1 1 fa CURTIS (6°4”, 238, 12, 
283) Winner of Season 4 of WWE 


NXT has a lot to prove ... Edged out Brodus Clay 
to win the competition, in which he was mentored 
by R-Truth ... After the win, returned to Florida 
Championship Wrestling for more seasoning ... 
Wore the Florida tag team championship with fel- 
low NXT contestant Derrick Bateman for three 
months ... Videos promoting his Smackdown 


£ 


Ae 


a 


WwIGS:120 


—_— —<— 


£ +b a 


pa 


debut shows the snarky Bostonian having fun with 
metaphors ... Nothing about him, as of yet, stands 
out as extraordinary. 


1 1 q McGILLICUTTY (e'3”, 
235, 4, 114) Currently one-half of the 

WWE tag team champions with David Otunga ... Ff 

Competed in Season 2 of WWE’s NXT competi- 

tion... Helped Wade Barrett beat John Cena at Hell 

in a Cell, and was rewarded with a spot in The 

Nexus ... Stayed with the faction after CM Punk 


usurped control ... Son of “Mr. Perfect” Curt Hen- 
nig was voted 2008 PW/ Rookie of the Year. 


1 1 & LETHAL (5’9”, 192, 9, 134) A 
piece of him died when Randy Sav- 


age was killed in May ... Lost his job in TNA... 
Career highlight was his feud 
with Ric Flair, whom he beat 
with Flair’s own figure-four 
leglock at Victory Road in July 
2010 ... Won his fifth and sixth 
X division titles during the eval- 
uation period, tying AJ Styles 
for most reigns ... Slated to be 
a part of Spike TV’s new All 
Wheels Wrestling show. 


11982 


mm, (6’6”, 294, 4, 366) Imposing 

# bruiser debuted on WWE’s 
4) Raw brand in January, helping 
CM Punk defeat John Cena, 
and then joining The Nexus ... 
Teamed with Punk to chal- 
lenge Kane and The Big Show 
for the tag team championship at Over the Limit, 
but lost ... Wore the FCW Florida heavyweight 
title 196 days before losing it to Bo Rotundo in 
February ... Native of Cardiff, Wales, bears a 
striking resemblance to Dave Batista. 
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EF 
1 20 DUK (5°10”, 200, 9, 131) 
Well-regarded staple of the Ontar- 
io independent scene has been hinting at a pos- 
sible retirement in 2011 ... Still going strong in I 
his second reign as Maximum Pro Wrestling’s > 


triple crown champion, having won the title in 
April 2010 ... Retained the title in a match 
against Michael Elgin in May ... Beat Eddie 
Edwards in a gauntlet match during an ROH 
event in Toronto in June of last year. 


> a2 1 MUP (6’3”, 252, 9, 59) Split 

amicably with WWE, asking 
Ra his own release last December ... Subse- 
quently signed a contract with New Japan ... He 
has dubbed the opportunity to spend an extensive 
| time in Japan as the realization of a goal he’s had 
ever since pursuing a wrestling career ... Cap- 
tured the inaugural IWGP Intercontinental cham- 
pionship, defeating Kazuchika Okada, Tetsuya 
Naito, and Toru Yano on successive nights of New 
) Japan’s U.S. tour ... Showed his loyalty to 
Satoshi Kojima by saving him from an attack by 
Lance Archer and rebuffing membership in the 
| Suzuki Army. 


1 2 4 KEVIN STEEN (5°10”, 238, 12, 
54) Controversial Canadian is 


among the meanest Ring of Honor has ever seen 

.. Epic rivalry with former partner El Generico cul- 
minated in an anything-goes, mask-vs.-career 
match at ROH Final Battle 2010 that he lost ... 
Kept busy in PWG and other groups until returning 
| to ROH shortly after the end of the evaluation peri- 

d ... Supremely talented, but questionable condi- 
tioning could keep WWE out of reach. 


1 23 MINORU TANAKA (5’9”, 200, 17, 
NL) The aerial and technical wiz- 


ard enjoyed a resurgent year ... Won the All 
Japan junior heavyweight championship from Kaz 
Hayashi, capturing the belt for the first time after 
four reigns as the IWGP junior heavyweight titlist 
in New Japan ... Forced to vacate the title after as 
a result of a backstage attack on Nobukazu Hirai, 
which resulted in the individual suspensions of all 
Japanese members of the Voodoo Murders. 


1 2 au HART SMITH (6’5”, 260, 
11, 69) Third-generation star has the 


right size, pedigree, and technical acumen, but has 
been unable to put it together in a meaningful role 
in WWE ... Wore the tag team championship with 
Tyson Kidd during the evaluation period until losing 
itin September ... Split with Kidd shortly afterward, 
and has been without much direction ever since ... 
nish eee began wearing a cowboy hat months 
.. Talented but charismatically bankrupt. 


1 4 RYOTA HAMA (5'9”, 450, 2, 24) 
As quickly as the former sumo 
» standout rose last year, that’s how far he tumbled 


a year later ... 
Is still co-hold- 
er of the F-1 
tag team title 
with Koriki 
Choshu, but 
has moved 
backward in 
his efforts to 
prove that his quick and simultaneous ascension | 
to AUPW’s Triple Crown championship and All-Asia | 
tag team championship was not a fluke ... Oppo- 
nents seem to have figured out his one-dimension- 
al attack, and he has yet to make adjustments. 


1 2 ULTIMO GUERRERO (6°, 200, 13, 
29) CMLL competitor won his third | 
Torneo Gran Alternativa tournament in April, team- 
ing with Escorpion ... Has held the CMLL heavy- | 
weight title since December 2008, when he 
defeated Dos Caras Jr. (Alberto Del Rio) ... Also | 
holds the CMLL tag title with Dragon Rojo Jr. ... 
Has competed in TNA as part of Team Mexico in 
the World X Division Cup tournament ... Stocky | 
aerialist is agile, but most effective when using his | 
power with superplexes and slams. 


5 | O17" ROOK! GOTO (5°11”, 230, 8, | 
35) The New Japan mainstay pre- | 


sented an extremely tough challenge to IWGP 
heavyweight champion Hiroshi Tanahashi but 
failed repeatedly to win the title for the first time | 
.. The two have seemingly made peace, at least | 
for the time being ... Also staged a tour of CMLL § 
within the past year, unsuccessfully challenging 
Ultimo Guerrero for the Mexican promotion’s top | 
championship ... Recently won his third J Sports | 
Crown six-man tag team tourney with partners | 
Prince Devitt and Ryusuke Taguchi. 


Bi 
4 28" LUE DEMON JR. (5’8”, 228, 26, | 
65) Former NWA heavyweight | 


champion does much of his stateside wrestling in | 
the lucha-libre influenced Pro Wrestling Revolu- 

tion promotion in San Jose, California ... Reigning 
PWR heavyweight champion beat Oliver John for 
the title in an NWA Mexico event in July 2010 ... 
Successfully defended the title against “Border 
Patrol” Derek Sanders in October... Claims to be 
the adopted son of Mexican legend Blue Demon, 
but that has not been verified. 
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1 2 HUSKY HARRIS (6'2”, 295, 2, 

331) Burly third-generation com- 
petitor competed in the second season of WWE 
NXT ... Was invited to join The Nexus after help- 
ing the group’s leader, Wade Barrett, beat John 
Cena at Hell in a Cell ... Disappeared from WWE 
TV after being punt-kicked in the skull by Randy 
Orton ... Has been polishing his skills in FCW, 
where he’s used the name Axel Mulligan ... 
Smash-mouth tough guy is the son of Mike Rotun- 
do and grandson of Blackjack Mulligan. 


O14 302007 Bannan o7 


350, 14, 192) The mon- 
strous super heavyweight continues to strike an 
intimidating presence on the New Japan scene ... 
He and longtime Bad Intentions tag team partner 
Karl Anderson are the two most feared gaijin (for- 
eign) wrestlers in the promotion ... The duo cur- 
rently holds the IWGP tag team championship 
and also has a G-1 Tag League 

Climax tournament victory to 

its credit ... Devastating in tag 

matches, Bernard has shown a 

tendency to get worn down in 

singles competition. 


1 3 LA SOMBRA 


(5’711”, 180, 7, 
91) The third-generation CMLL 
wrestler is now in his eighth full 
year of competition despite the 
fact that he will not celebrate 
his 22nd birthday until Novem- 
ber ... Actually made his debut 
at age 14, wrestling sporadi- 
cally for several years while 
training for his full-time entry 
into the business ... Formed an 
effective and highly popular tag team with Volador 
Jr. before his partner viciously turned on him ... 
La Sombra recently captured his first NWA welter- 
weight title, defeating Mephisto. 


4 3 MICHAEL TARVER (6'2”, 256, 5, 


343) Akron, Ohio, native was a 
contestant in the first season of WWE NXT and 
also a charter member of The Nexus ... Teamed 
with fellow Nexus members in a seven-on-seven 
match against John Cena’s team in the main 
event of SummerSlam 2010 ... After being beaten 
up by Cena was dumped from the group ... Brief- 
ly appeared on Smackdown as Theodore Long’s 


vy 
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assisiant ... Released by WWE shortly after the 
end of the evaluation period. 


1 3 CHESSMAN (6’, 230, 15, 133) 


The muscular Mexican rudo holds 
steady in the ratings this year ... Won the 2010 
Rey de Reyes (King of Kings) tournament, besting 
La Parka, El Zorro, Octagon, and finally TNA’s 
Hernandez in the finals ... Recently joined forces 
with Silver King and Ultimo Gladiator to form La 
Maniarquia (The Monarchy), a splinter group from 
La Sociedad... The trio suffered a setback when 
it lost a TLC match to the team of Electroshock, 
Heavy Metal, and Joe Lider. 


1 3 Qxn HAYASHI (5'9”, 190, 19, 151) 
Hayashi’s record-breaking run with 


the All Japan junior heavyweight championship 
finally came to an end when he was defeated by 
Minoru Tanaka ... The reign lasted 695 days (third 
longest in title history) and saw 
Hayashi defend the belt 17 times 
(a new record) His Hayashi 
Cutter finisher remains a highly 
™) effective move, even though 

opponents know to look for it 


US ke) eared 


8, 215) The “Funky Weapon” is 
coming off one of his strongest 
years to date ... Defeated Mas- 
cara Dorada for the CMLL welter- 
weight championship at Fantas- 
tica Mania, recently losing the 
title back to Dorada ... Teaming 
with Prince Devitt, regained the 
IWGP junior heavyweight tag 
belts from Kota Ibushi and Kenny 
Omega ... Also took part in New Japan's U.S. 
tour, where he and Devitt successfully defended 
their tag title against the Strong Style Thugz 
(Homicide and Low-ki). 


1 3 AMAZING RED (5’6”, 145, 12, 87) 

Compact New Yorker is a staple of 
TNA's X division ... Won the X title from Jay 
Lethal in a non-televised bout in New York in Sep- 
tember, then lost it back to Lethal two days later 
.. ls rumored to be behind the mask of new TNA 
luchador, Sangriento ... High-flyer is a head train- 
er at the House of Glory wrestling school in 
Queens, New York. 
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1 3 F TATSU (6°1”, 230, 8, 78) 
Unless you’re among the few peo- 


ple watching WWE's Internet-exclusive programs, 
you might not know the New Japan-trained wres- 
tler still works for the company ... Teamed with 
Mark Henry last year to win a non-title match 
against tag champs Heath Slater and Justin 
Gabriel ... Got a tag title shot in a four-way match, 
but lost ... Mentored Bryon Saxton in Season Five 
of NXT ... Should panic whenever he gets a 
phone call with the 2-1-3 area code. 


1 38 TAKAYAMA (6°5”, 
290, 19, 40) The veteran started 


off with a bang since last year’s ratings period, 
winning Pro Wrestling NOAH’s inaugural Global 
League Tournament ... Defeated Jun Akimaya in 
the finals ... Could not sustain the momentum, 
losing to GHC heavyweight cham- -_ 

pion Takashi Sugiura ... Switched 
gears and focused on his tag with 
Takuma Sano ... The pair cap- 
tured the GHC tag belts but lost 
the title to Bad Intentions with the 
IWGP tag title also at stake. 


“i 3 YANO (6'1”, | 


250, 9, 212) Put in 
some impressive performances in 
losing efforts over the past year ... 
Narrowly missed out on the finals 
of the G-1 Climax tournament ... 
Lost a hair-vs.-hair encounter with 
Hiroshi Tanahashi and then lost to 
Tajiri at Destruction 10 ... Was 
defeated by Rob Van Dam in a hardcore match at 
Wrestle Kingdom V ... Also reached the finals of 
the IWGP Intercontinental championship tourna- 
ment, coming up short against MVP. 


1 40 RYDER (6'1”, 

2A Tiga ih hee) YOU 
wouldn’t know it from his place in the cards, but 
the “Long Island Iced Z” has a rabid and growing 
fan following in WWE ... That’s attributable to his 
YouTube show, Z! True Long Island Story, in 
which he pokes fun at WWE politics, and at him- 
self ... Received a shot at the WWE heavyweight 
title in August, but lost to Sheamus in 11 sec- 
onds... Comedic chops aside, former WWE tag 
team champion is a versatile wrestler. 
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1 4 1 (5°11”, 189, 10, 106) 

Incoherent masked man is actually 
one of the most powerful members of ROH’s man- 
agement team ... Assumed creative responsibili- 
ties upon the firing of former ROH booker Adam 
Pearce in August ... Has only competed a handful 
of times in ROH since then, beating Austin Aries 
in a cage match in September and losing to Colt 
Cabana in a Larry Sweeney tribute match in May 
... Alongtime fixture in CHIKARA. 


1 42 SANO (5°11”, 240, 27, 
NL) The decorated veteran 


returned from an injury and put most of his focus 
over the past year on tag team competition ... 
Teamed with Yoshihiro Takayama to capture the 
Global Tag League title ... The pair later captured 
the vacant GHC tag team championship... Sano 
_ and Takayama lost the title in a 
) challenge against New Japan’s 
| IWGP titlists Bad Intentions... 
| Despite his advancing age, Sano 

remains one of the more powerful 
| strikers in Japanese wrestling. 


1 43 COLON 


218, 12, 
125) Member of Puerto Rico’s 
revered Colon wrestling family gets 
little TV time these days in WWE ... 
"ae ~=Mentored Diva prospect AJ Lee in 
Mr the third season of NXT... Formed 
a tag team with fellow Superstars 
= mainstay Zack Ryder ... Lost to Sin 
Cara in the masked luchador’s 
debut match on Raw in April ... A much bigger deal 
in his father’s promotion, WWC... Has more cha- 
risma and talent than his WWE role would suggest. 


1 44 ANDERSON (6°, 240, 9, 
122) The rugged “Machine Gun” 


has won the respect of Japanese fans despite his 
lack of respect for the rulebook ... Along with Bad 
Intentions tag team partner Giant Bernard, the 
duo has formed arguably the most feared foreign 
duo in Japan since the days when Terry Gordy 
and Steve “Dr. Death” Williams ran roughshod ... 
Anderson possesses one of the best-executed 
spinebusters in the sport (a move inspired by 
namesake Arn Anderson)... Has wrestled solo 
irregularly since teaming again with Bernard. 


7S 


1 45 INOUE (5°11”, 210, 11, 
NL) The former IWGP junior heavy- 


weight champion had a more active year in the tag 
team ranks than in singles competition, while sup- 
porting his cohorts in the Blue Justice Army ... 
Teamed with Yuji Nagata to win the 2010 G-1 Cli- 
max Tag League, defeating IWGP tag team cham- 
pions Bad Intentions in the finals ... Pair received 
a title shot as a result but were turned back ... Pos- 
sesses an innovative finishing move in his Oracion 
Flame sit-out scoop slam/piledriver combination. 


4 46 PARK (6°1”, 221, 29, 354) 
Legendary masked man made his 


return to lucha libre titan AAA after years of hostility 
and lawsuits over the company continuing to use his 
longtime La Parka ring name and 
familiar skeletal mask and body | 
suit with another wrestler ... Upon 
his return, the original immediately 
challenged his successor ... Feud 
ended inconclusively ... Park later 
defeated El Mesias (Ricky Ban- | 
deras) in a TripleMania 19 match | 
where Park pitted his mask and 
career against Mesias’ hair. 
(5’9”, 


1 47M 16, 104)| 


Recently became the latest lucha | 
libre standout to sign a full-time | 
contract with WWE, following in 
the recent footsteps of the wres- | 
tlers now known as Alberto Del 


e 49 YONE (6°, 220, 16, 
89) After finally toning down his out- x 


rageous look (complete with shedding his Carlito- [> 
like mane of hair), Yone has continued to re-estab- 


wrestler Eric Escobar ... Prior 
) to departure from WWC, feud- 
| ed heavily with Black Pain, fre- 
quently absorbing heavy beat- 
ings but ultimately emerging 
victorious ... Also battled Carli- 
tos in WWC, losing cleanly at 


_ Euphoria 2010. 

a | 5 1 DOERING 
(6’6”, 276, 6, 
191) Things didn’t work out for 

Doering in WWE developmental 

territory FCW, where he lasted 

less than nine months under the 

’ ring name Drake Brewer ... 


PRON by Vern Verna 
quite a star of the same magnitude as the others, 
the 34-year-old had been a notable rudo in CMLL 


Rio and Sin Cara ... While not 


for years ... Lost a mask-vs.-mask match to La 
Mascara shortly before his departure ... Next stop 
is likely to be Florida Championship Wrestling. 


1 4 8 SUZUKI (5’s”, 180, 9, 
NL) The former Mushiking Terry 


captured his second GHC junior heavyweight 
championship in December, ending the 13-plus- 
month reign of Yoshinobu Kanemaru, his former 
tag team partner ... Has adopted several moves 
designed to pay tribute to the late Mitsuharu Mis- 
awa, including Misawa-like elbow strikes and a 
version of Tiger Driver ... After re-establishing 
himself as a fan favorite, had a falling-out with 
former Disobey comrade Kanemaru, setting up 
their title series. 

‘a i ei 


A 


- 


a | 


lish himself as an intense competitor in Pro Wres- 7 > 
tling NOAH... Along with partner Takeshi Rikio, 
was one-half of the GHC tag team champions for 
four-plus months until being unseated by Bison 
Smith and Keith Walker ... Has since increased his 
number of solo matches ... Possesses as his fin- 
isher a devastating version of the muscle-buster. 
1 50 TUA (6°, 210, 12, 430) 
Tua has been a mainstay on the 
Puerto Rican wrestling scene ... Left WWC for 
arch- rival promalion IWA, capturing the heavy- 
; » weight championship in Janu- 
\ ary 2011 from former WWE 
Returned to All Japan, where he ; 
had challenged Satoshi Kojima unsuccessfully for 
the Triple Crown championship in his final match 
before leaving for FCW ... Upon his return, rejoined 
the Voodoo Murders ... Along with partner KONO, 
Doering won a share of the AUPW tag team cham- 
pionship from Akebono and Taiyo Kea. 
1 5 2 E. LEGEND (6°4”, 252, |} 
19, 195) Canadian veteran 
may have the most heavily stamped passport in the 
sport ... WWE and TNA alum makes his bones bring- 
ing American-style pro wrestling to parts of the world | 
hungry for it ... Competes regularly in Europe for 7 
German Stampede Wrestling, American Wrestling = 
Rampage, and Turkish Power Wrestling ... World 
travels, and four martial arts black belts, have 
enabled him develop an eclectic ring style ... Helped 
train former WWE World champion Christian. 
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JTG (6'1”, 230, 9, 84) Has gone from 

Cryme Tyme to filling time in WWE 

ws 15 half of a very popular tag team with Shad 

Gaspard, Brooklynite is now rarely seen outside 

the throw-away Superstars program ... Drafted 

from Smackdown to Raw in April ... Has shown 

signs of a heel turn as of late ... Could be a good 

fit in a meaningful cruiserweight division if WWE 

ever got behind one ... Acronym stands for Jayson 
the Gangsta, in case you’re interested. 


1 KOTA IBUSHI (5°11”, 190, 7, 250) 


Ibushi’s stock has soared of late, 
having won the Best of the Super Juniors tourna- 
ment in New Japan, defeating Davey Richards in 
the semifinals and Ryusuke Taguchi in the finals 
.. Followed it up by beating Prince Devitt for the 
IWGP junior heavyweight championship ... 
Teamed with his regular partner Kenny Omega to 
defeat Devitt and Taguchi for the IWGP junior 
heavyweight tag team championship last October 
.. The tag title reign lasted 104 days. 


4 TAKESHI MORISHIMA (6'3”, 330, 


13, 206) Opponents learned long 
ago not to take Morishima lightly because of his 
doughy build ... Former GHC and Ring of Honor 
champion was slowed by a foot injury for several 
months but has returned to the ring ... Wrestled 
extensively over the past year in both Pro Wres- 
tling NOAH and Mexico’s AAA ... Shared the AAA 
tag team championship with Taiji Ishimori for two- 
plus months before dropping the belts to the team 
of Atsushi Aoki and Go Shiozaki. 


1 MEPHISTO (5°9”, 200, 23, 111) The 
CMLL mainstay has been a tag team 
specialist for years, usually partnering with Averno 
.. The latter’s recent departure for WWE has led 
to at least a temporary increase in Mephisto’s sin- 
gles matches ... Lost the NWA welterweight cham- 
pionship to La Sombra in March ... Successfully 
protected his mask in a 14-man steel cage elimina- 
tion match at the CMLL 77th Anniversary show. 
s | 5 MONO (6'3”, 240, 5, NL) After leaving 
the wrestling business for three 
years to pursue a full-time MMA career (compiling 
a 3-5 record), KONO shifted gears again and 


opted to return to pro wrestling with All Japan ... 
Scored a major win when he defeated Suwama at 


ene, | 


AJPW’s Pro-Wrestling Love event ... Made it to 
the semifinals of the 2010 Champions Carnival ... 
Briefly joined the New Generation Force before 
abandoning the group in favor of the infamous 
Voodoo Murders. 


5 | TAIYO KEA (6°1”, 234, 16, NL) The 
Hawaiian-born Kea formed a suc- 
cessful tag team with former sumo grand cham- 
pion and fellow Hawaii native Akebono ... The 
pair won the vacant AJPW tag team champion- 
ship from Ryota Hama (Akebono’s former partner) 
and Suwama ... The win marked Kea’s seventh 
tag team title in All Japan ... The duo reigned for 
seven months before losing the title to Voodoo 
Murders members KONO and Joe Doering. 


“| BIG DADDY VOODO00 (6’9”, 487, 

18, NL) Formerly known in WWE as 
Big Daddy V, Viscera, and Mabel, the super 
heavyweight has been working on the U.S. inde- 
pendent scene for the past couple of years and 
more recently agreed to tour Japan under the All 
Japan banner ... Won the All-Asia tag team title 
with Taru during the Growin’ Up tour, reigning for 
exactly four months ... Upon joining the Voodoo 
Murders, immediately changed his ring name 


from Big Daddy V to Big Daddy Voodoo. 
RHINO (6°2”, 270, 17, 139) 


© 1 Former ECW World champi- 


on was a member of EV2.0 in TNA until turning on 
his friends ... Disappeared from the promotion 
shortly after losing to Rob Van Dam in a first- 
blood match ... As a member of the Jersey All Pro 
Wrestling roster, took part in New Japan’s U.S. 
tour in May ... Recently debuted in Ring of Honor, 
where he has been hired as a bodyguard to pro- 
tect Prince Nana’s Embassy from Homicide. 
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1 61 CORINO (6'3”, 242, 17, 

112) Indy legend has competed all 
over the globe, and is still going strong ... Since 
the departure of Kevin Steen from Ring of Honor, 
has become a popular figure in ROH ... Intro- 
duced another former ROH villain, Jimmy Jacobs, 
as the man responsible for his conversion ... 
Feuded briefly with up-and-comer Mike Bennett 
.. Recently returned to Puerto Rico, where he 
beat Carlito, Gilbert, and Shane the Glamour Boy 
in a gauntlet match to claim his second WWC Uni- 
versal heavyweight championship. 


1 62 GUERRERO JR. (5'9”, 215, 
17, 177) Third-generation performer 


continues to plod along on Smackdown, despite a 
lack of in-ring success ... Highlight of the past year, 
in fact, might have been his brief portayes of Jack 
Swagger’s Soaring Eagle mascot 7m 
. Served as NXT Pro to Darren § 
Young for the show’s fifth season | 
.. Tried to form partnership with 
Sin Cara, but that went nowhere 
. Released by WWE shortly 
after our evaluation period. i 


4 63)! REKS | 


252, 4, 180) 
Quite a startling transformation— 
from fun-loving surfer boy to | 
unkempt wildman—for this | 
impressive physical specimen ... 
Tremendous athletic ability and 
size, but still lacking in fundamen- |& 
tals ... Member of the Smack- | 
down roster, but has appeared 
mainly on Superstars ... 
member of Alberto Del Rio’s team “ 
at Survivor Series ... A big man 
who just can’t seem to get his career out of neutral 
in WWE. 


1 64. (6’3”, 240, 8, 107) Phys- 

ically gifted Englishman has benefit- 
ed from the formation of the British Invasion with 
Doug Williams, not that the team has had much 
recent success ... Duo suffered multiple losses to 
Ink Inc. before inexplicably earning a TNA World 
tag team title shot against Beer Money Inc. ... 
With Robert Roode out due to injury, took on 
James Storm and stand-in Alex Shelley ... Failed 
in an attempt to end Crimson’s undefeated streak 
earlier in the year. 
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1 65 MASTERS (674”, 
265, 9, 172) The results may 


not be there in terms of wins and titles, but the 
“Masterpiece” has improved significantly in the 
ring ... No longer just a muscle-head, California 
native has put on solid matches and earned pop- 
ularity during second WWE tenure ... Racked up 
modest win streak in early-2011, beating the likes 
of Curt Hawkins and Tyler Reks regularly ... Was 
drafted to Raw, where he will look to continue his 
career renaissance ... Masterlock is still a viable 
submission finisher. 


1 66. TANAKA (6°, 210, 18, 
143) The former ECW champion 


continues to tour the U.S. indies periodically while 
concentrating most of his efforts in his native 
Japan ... 


Freelances for several Japanese pro- 
motions but is primarily associated 
with New Japan ... Allied himself 


Gedo ... Although “Dangan” is per- 
haps best known for his participa- 
tion in hardcore matches (from 
which he accumulated a multitude 
of visible scars), remains an under- 
rated technician. 


1ey et = 
12, NL) A longtime 


competitor in Ohio Valley Wrestling, 
this hot-headed Latino brawler joined 
the Mexican America faction in TNA 
in March ... Has served, essentially, 
as a lackey to Hernandez, Sarita, 
and Rosita ... Most notable victory 
was a pin of Chris Sabin on /mpact 
during which Sabin suffered a torn 
ACL and MCL ... Was a two-time 
OVW heavyweight champion, competing there for 
over a decade as Low Rider and Ramon Loco. 


1 68" NOBU KANEMARU (5's”, 
190, 16, NL) Record-breaking 400- 


day run with the GHC junior heavyweight title came 
to an end in December when he was beaten by 
Kotaro Suzuki ... Five-time champ broke his own 
373-day record with his most recent reign and now 
owns the three longest reigns in that title’s history 

.. Ventured to Extreme Wrestling Entertainment 
and won the cruiserweight title from Jose Vargas Jr. 

.. Holds the distinction of being the final protégé of 
the late Shohei “Giant” Baba. 
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WILLIAM REGAL (6’2”, 240, 28, 


126) Hard to say if there is much 
1 left in the highly respected Englishman, 
whose schedule has slowed considerably amid 
retirement rumors ... Still technically active in 
WWE as a member of the Smackdown roster, but 
most notable role recently has been as a com- 
mentator on NXT ... Has been lauded for his work 
on the show, incidentally ... Forced NXT compet- 
itor Jacob Novak to submit to his Regal Stretch in 
a challenge match, ending their brief feud. 


MURPHY (6’7”, 272, 12, 
153) Imposing figure gained 
exposure as one-half of TNA’s on-air security force 
with partner Gunner over the past 18 months ... 
Faces an uncertain future, after being kicked out of 
Immortal following a loss to Rob Terry, with whom 
he also held a brief partnership ... Longtime pres- 
ence on the southern independent scene and in 
Puerto Rico, where he competed as Mikael Adryan 
and Mikael Judas ... A two-time former NWA Anar- 


chy heavyweight champion. 
1 wf CIMA (5’8”, 180, 14, 158) Turned 
heel and became a member of the 
Blood Warriors after the remnants of the fan 
favorite Warriors group and the heel Blood Gen- 
eration faction joined forces ... Protégé of Ultimo 
Dragon and Dos Caras flawlessly blends both 
puroresu and lucha libre techniques ... Despite 
heel turn remains one of Dragon Gate’s top tech- 
nicians ... Outside the ring, he is a minor celeb- 
rity in Japan for his marriage to television person- 
ality Eleni Masuda. 


1 YT bp” Atco BARRETA (6°1”, 205, 7, 
154) Singles career in WWE hasn’t 

taken off, as some predicted would happen when 
partner Caylen Croft was released ... Traded wins 
with Curt Hawkins during a brief feud ... Scored an 
upset win over Drew Mcintyre on Smackdown, but 
was unable to capitalize on it ... Instead, suffered 
a vicious beating from Mcintyre, who was attempt- 
ing to impress Kelly Kelly ... Lost to Jinder Mahal 
in one of Mahal’s initial Smackdown appearances. 
1 4 KENTA (5’8”, 180, 11, 132) Knee 
injury curtailed KENTA’s U.S. and 


Japanese touring plans last year and kept him out 
of action for seven months ... Subsequently made 


a strong return to Pro Wrestling NOAH ... Teamed 
with Atsushi Aoki to win the 2010 Nippon TV Cup 
tag tournament ... Later paired with Yoshinobu 
Kanemaru to beat Aoki and Kotaru Suzuki for the 
vacant GHC junior heavyweight tag team title. 


1 vf HEAWY METAL (5°7”, 180, 23, NL) 


After a six-year absence, returned to 
AAA within the past year ... Joined forces with for- 
mer arch-enemy Electroshock after both wrestlers 
were attacked by members of La Sociedad immedi- 
ately after Heavy Metal had defeated Electroshock 
with a guitar shot in a best-of-three-falls hair-vs.-hair 
match ... At TripleMania 19, the two former rivals 
teamed with Joe Lider to defeat Silver King, Ultimo 
Gladiator, and Chessman in a TLC match. 


1 vA CURT HAWKINS (6°1”, 235, 7, 


255) Zack Ryder’s former tag team 
partner still isn’t a household name, but he’s gotten 
himself back onto WWE television ... Formed a 
short-lived tag team with Vance Archer called The 
Gatecrashers ... The duo earned Smackdown con- 
tracts, but Archer was soon released ... Back in 
singles competition, feuded with Trent Barreta ... 
Briefly reunited with Ryder, after interfering to help 
his longtime friend defeat Vladimir Kozlov ... Beat 
JTG on Superstars to end a recent losing streak. 


1 7 MASAKATSU FUNAKI (6°, 209, 

10, 115) Widely considered the best 
former MMA combatant to switch back to pro 
wrestling ... AS such, he enjoys enormous respect 
among Japanese fans and his peers in the locker 
room ... He and fellow legend Keiji Muto won the 
All-Japan Double Cup tag title from Mashahiro 
Chono and Minoru Suzuki ... Also downed Suzuki 
in a steel cage match at All Japan’s biggest show 
from Sumo Hall in Tokyo. 
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1 TF bepese LONDON (5°10”, 205, 11, 
144) The “Intrepid Traveler” contin- 


ues to explore the limits of time and space, as well 
as the independent and international wrestling 
scenes ... Scored a major victory last year when 
he and El Generico successfully defended the Pro 
Wrestling Guerrilla tag team title against The Kings 
of Wrestling ... Generico and replacement Rico- 
chet lost the title to The Young Bucks in April ... 
Defeated Rob Conway for the Rotary for Wrestling 
Universal heavyweight title in Australia in June. 


1 v4 LUKE GALLOWS (6°7”, 290, 6, 90) 


Sharp drop in the rankings is a 
reflection of his WWE departure, but he still has a 
lot of promise ... Left CM Punk’s Straight Edge 
Society late last year after proclaiming himself a 
“new man” ... Was cut from the Smackdown ros- 
ter shortly after ... Defeated 
Jesse Neal to win the Never- 
more Championship Wrestling 
title in December ... Lost it a 
month later to Sean Waltman ... 
Had a tryout match with TNA in 
early-summer, losing to Gunner. 


5 | KENSUKE SASA- 

I (5°11”, 250, 25, 
140) The famed Japanese power- 
house wrestled one of his best 
matches in several years, beating 
Jun Akiyama at Pro Wrestling 
NOAH’s 2010 Global League tour- 
nament ... The 45-year-old was 7 
then bested by eventual tourney 
winner Yoshihiro Takayama ... § 
Also teamed with regular partner § 
Takeshi Morashima to compete in 
the 2010 Tag League tourney, but 
did not fare as well ... Freakishly strong and able to 
overpower even some superheavyweights. 


1 RAY GONZALEZ (6°, 230, 21, 147) 


Arguably the preeminent wrestler in 
Puerto Rico, but has shown recent signs of slowing 
down ... The 16-time WWC Universal heavyweight 
champion saw his most recent reign end at the 
hands of Shelton Benjamin ... Asked for time off 
from WWC and then left for the rival IWA promo- 
tion, where he is a seven-time heavyweight cham- 
pion ... Feuded briefly in IWA with Ricky Banderas 
but has mostly made non-wrestling appearances 
hosting his Ray-Tings Café talk show. 
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AKITOSH! SAITO (5°10”, 

270, 21, NL) Still a load to 
handle at age 46, Saito’s combination of raw 
power and highly targeted kicks (he has a legiti- 
mate karate background) is rather unique for a 
wrestler of his size ... Competed in Pro Wrestling 
NOAH’s 2010 Global League tournament ... GHC 
tag title reign with Bison Smith still ranks as the 
longest in the belt’s 10-year history. 


1 a ATLANTIS (5’8”, 180, 28, 188) One 


of the elder statesmen of lucha libre 
and a highly respected figure behind the scenes in 
CMLL ... In 28 years has never lost his mask ... 
Despite having turned rudo six years ago after a 
long stint as a technico, remained popular among 
some longtime supporters ... Protected his mask 
in a 14-man steel cage match at the CMLL 77th 
Anniversary show ... Won the 
Incredible Pairs tournament 
with fechnico Mascara Dorada 
for the second straight year. 


1 YOSHIHIRO 

TAJIRI (5°7”, 
180, 16, 167) The former 
ECW and WWE cult favorite 
has retained a loyal following 
in Japan ... Helped start up 
the Smash promotion to 
replace the disbanded Hus- 
tle group over the past year 
... Has also taken a tour of 
Europe, competing in Fin- 
land for Fight Club Finland 
while on a talent exchange 
agreement with Smash ... 
Won and lost the FCW Finn- 
ish championship twice with- 
in the year ... Has expressed interest in an even- 
tual WWE return. 


1 YUJIRO TAKAHASHI (5°9”, 230, 
7, 127) After making a North Ameri- 
can tour that took him through TNA in the U.S. 
and CMLL in Mexico, Takahashi returned to his 
New Japan home base along with longtime part- 
ner Tetsuya Naito ... Duo scored a non-title win in 
Japan against The Motor City Machine Guns from 
TNA ... An IWGP title match against Bad Inten- 
tions didn’t turn out as well for the Japanese team 
... Shortly thereafter, Takahashi turned on Naito, 
dissolving the team and their friendship. 


1 beee) DUS CLAY (6’s8”, 365, 5, NL) 
Massive tattooed brute emerged as 


the standout of NXT Season Four, despite finish- 
ing second in the competition to Johnny Curtis ... 
Served as a bodyguard to Alberto Del Rio, and 
got involved in Del Rio’s World title match against 
Edge at WrestleMania 27 ... Was neutralized, 
however, by Christian ... Is currently on hiatus 
while filming a role in a WWE Studios horror 
+, movie called No One Lives ... Formerly employed 
as Snoop Dogg’s bodyguard. 


me 1 BS NAITO (5711”, 210, 5, 
146) Toured CMLL with No Limit tag 


team partner Yujiro Takahashi before returning to 
New Japan together in 2010 ... The duo continued 
to enjoy success until Takahashi turned on Naito... 
The two men are now feuding in head-to-head 
singles matches, with Takahashi holding the 
advantage so far ... Naito plans another wrestling 
trip to Mexico before resuming his battles with his 
former comrade ... “The Stardust Genius” performs 
a particularly risky corkscrew moonsault finisher. 


1 87 CALLIHAN (5°11”, 
200, 5, 174) What the “New 


Horror” lacks in size, he makes up for with guts 
and a win-at-all-costs mentality ... Hardened 
competitor best known for his exploits in Heart- 
land Championship Wrestling and CZW ... Has 
also wrestled in ROH, EVOLVE, and Dragon 
Gate USA ... Recently had success in Pro Wres- 
tling Syndicate, where he defeated Devon Moore 
to become new heavyweight champion ... Lost 
first-round match to Adam Cole in the 2011 
ECWA Super 8 tourney. 


; 1 RS (5°8”, 170, 7, 183) “The Man 
' § That Gravity Forgot” teamed with 
Masato Yoshino to become the first-ever Dragon 
Gate USA Open the United Gate champions in 
January ... Duo defeated Chuck Taylor and John- 
ny Gargano in tournament final ... In Japan, 
formed Junction Three stable with BxB Hulk, 
Susumu Yokosuka, Masata Yoshino, and Masaa- 
: ki Mochizuki ... Teamed with Dragon Kid to win 
Dragon Gate’s Open the Twin Gate championship 
from Ryo Saito and Genki Horiguchi. 


1 ga USO (6°2”, 240, 4, 296) 
Along with twin brother Jey, the 
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sons of former WWE 
star Rikishi had a 
relatively quiet year 
... Former FCW tag 
team champions are 
young, however, and 
possess tremendous 
potential ... Partner- 
ship with Tamina 
ended when she left 
The Usos to stand 
alongside Santino Marella in December ... Broth- 
ers landed on Smackdown via the supplemental 
draft and abandoned rulebreaking ways ... Scored 
big win over Heath Slater and Justin Gabriel. 


1 90. DAWIS (6'2”, 225, 8, 211) 

One-half of the Dark City Fight Club 
with Kory Chavis ... Duo continues to collect 
titles, currently holding the NWA, NWA-Florida, 
and Full Impact Pro straps ... Have fallen short 
in several opportunities to win the ROH tag 
championship ... Recently debuted in Dragon 
Gate USA, but lost their first match to Arik Can- 
non and Sami Callihan ... Performs one of the 
most devastating spinebusters in wrestling, 
though the Pounce (high-impact shoulder tackle) 
is his chosen finisher. 


1 oh ROTUNDO (6'3", 240, 3, 324) 


Son of Mike Rotundo and younger 
brother of Husky Harris is one of the top WWE 
prospects currently competing in FCW ... Only 21, 
is already a two-time heavyweight champion ... 
Defeated Mason Ryan for the title back in Febru- 
ary, but lost it to Lucky Cannon same night ... 
Finally took the title back from Cannon in May, 
becoming the promotion’s first two-time champion 
... Also previously held the FCW tag team title 
with his brother. 


5 | 92 Y USO (6'2”, 235, 4, 291) The 
slightly smaller Uso twin ... Former- 


ly competed as Jules Uso in FCW ... With Jimmy, 
battled through an occasionally frustrating year on 
Raw ... Moved to Smackdown in supplemental 
draft and became de facto fan favorites after 
matches against The Corre ... Victory over former 
WWE World tag team champions Heath Slater 
and Justin Gabriel cemented the brothers’ status 
as legit title contenders. 


1 93 AKIYAMA (6'2”, 240, 18, 181) 

The veteran grappler pledged to 
retire if he did not win the NOAH 2010 Global 
League tournament ... Reached the finals but was 
defeated by Yoshihiro Takayama in the finals to 
force his retirement ... Took advantage of the time 
off to rehabilitate a career-threatening back prob- 
lem and resolve post-concussion issues ... Finally 
returned earlier this year to win the 2011 Global 
Tag League tournament with partner Akitoshi Saito. 


1 O4 SMITH (6’3”, 280, 13, 196) 
The former college football player 


has worked to make a name for himself in Ring of 
Honor and Pro Wrestling NOAH ... Teaming with 
Keith Walker, Smith cap- 
tured the GHC tag team 
championship from Takeshi 
Rikio and Muhammad Yone 

. Sadly, Walker's father 
died immediately before the 
pair was slated to return to & 
Japan to defend the title ... 
NOAH declared the title 
vacant Smith later 
returned to Japan for a shot 
at Takashi Sugiura’s GHC 
heavyweight title, but was 
defeated. 


4195 JOHN (6°, 236, 17, 
242) “Old School” is a solid all- 


around performer and one of the most well-trav- 
eled wrestlers on the indy scene ... No longer a 
top contender to the NWA title, as he was a few 
summers back when he came close to stealing 
the belt from Blue Demon Jr., but remains a cred- 
ible threat in any promotion he competes in ... 
“Boarder Patrol” routine still infuriates fans, par- 
ticularly in the Southwest, where there is a higher 
concentration of Latino fans. 


1 Oeics GARZA (5'11”, 210, 18, 
232) The leader of the villainous Los 


Invasores (The Invaders) faction of CMLL sided with 
the Japanese wrestlers feuding with Mexican fan 
favorites ... Garza and Mr. Aguila won the CMLL tag 
team championship from La Sombra and Volador Jr. 
at Super Viernes ... Ultimo Guerrero and Dragon 
Rojo Jr. would later capture the belts ... Made his 
New Japan debut at Wrestle Kingdom V early this 
year, teaming with Jushin Liger in a losing effort 
against La Sombra and Mascara Dorada 


Photo by George Tahinos 
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1 97 ! YOSHINO (5’8”, i fe 
160, 10, NL) Dubbed the 


“Speed Star,” the nickname aptly describes Yoshi- >. 
no’s approach to executing moves ... The Dragon 
Gate standout gives up size even to most junior 
heavyweights and Is really more of a true middle- 
weight, but his speed and savvy often make up 
for it ... Captured his seventh Open the Triangle 
Gate championship alongside his Junction Three 
teammates Yamato and Gamma. 


1 hey CHAVIS (6'3”, 225, 13, 202) 
The other half of the ultra-aggres- 
sive Dark City Fight Club tag team with Jon Davis 
... Duo currently holds the NWA, NWA-Florida, 
and Full Impact Pro tag 
championships ... Lost 
NWA title to the Usual 
Suspects in early-May, 
but regained them just 
two weeks later ... Hop- 
ing to add ROH and 
Dragon Gate USA titles 
to growing trophy case 
. Began career as 
Rainman in Georgia- 
based NWA-Wildside ... 
Trained under New Jack 
and Murder One. 


1 ss) EWANS (5’8”, 165, 10, 210) 
Worked extensively over the past 


year for AAA in Mexico ... Won the AAA cruiser- 
weight championship in a four-way elimination 
match with Christopher Daniels, Nosawa, and 
Extreme Tiger at TripleMania 18 ... Became a 
double-titleholder when he and Extreme Tiger 
teamed to capture the AAA tag team champion- 
ship from Los Maniacos ... Also appeared on 
Impact Wrestling and won a spot in a four-way 
match to compete for a TNA contract. 


3 


200 CANNON (5’7”, 210, 10, Jor" 
203) “The Anarchist” has been rais- 

ing hell on the indy scene for a full decade now, 

and is still shy of his 30th birthday ... Based in the 
Midwest, but has competed in virtually every nota- Ie 

ble promotion in the U.S. not named WWE or TNA ie 
... Has formed a tag team with Sami Callihan in = 


Dragon Gate USA... Pair beat the Dark City Fight 
Club in their first outing, then scored an even big- 
ger win over Open the Dream Gate champions 
Masaaki Mochizuki and Susumu Yokosuka. 


20 PERRO AGUAYO JR. (5'6”, 170, 

16, 162) Health problems caused 
the leader of Los Perros de Mal to miss quite a bit 
of time ... Underwent emergency surgery in April 
2010 to remove a large but benign tumor from his 
abdomen ... Complications from the surgery sent 
him to intensive care ... “Perrito” returned to AAA 
to resume his battle against Psycho Circus ... An 
adverse reaction to the medication that he was 
prescribed for the tumor treatment forced him to 
withdraw from TripleMania 19. 


20 TIM STORM (6’3”, 260, 11, NL) Big 
man from Pine Bluff, Arkansas, is a 
familiar face in several southern indy promotions 
... Has competed in 38 states ... Known as the 
“Grim Reaper” in some circles ... Former Profes- 
sional Championship Wrestling heavyweight and 
tag team champion ... Recently feuded with Action 
Jackson and Matt Riviera in Traditional Champion- 
ship Wrestling ... Won the first ever Germanfest 
Wringenmeisterschaft Tournament in Texas. 


ELECTROSHOCK (6°2”; 260, 19, 


57) The seasoned veteran became a 
fan favorite among AAA fans after he ended his 
association with La Sociedad ... Soon began a 
feud with Heavy Metal, culminating in a hair-vs.- 
hair match that Electroshock lost after getting 
clocked with his foe’s guitar ... Immediately after 
the match, both men were attacked in the ring by 
La Sociedad ... Electroshock and Heavy Metal 
formed an alliance against their common enemy ... 
Uses his “Electrolock” to gain submission victories. 


204i ISHIMORI (5’5”, 150, 9, NL) 
Ended a two-year title drought when 


he won a share of the AAA tag team championship 
with Takeshi Morishima ... The pair held the belts 
for a modest 65 days ... Competes both in Pro 
Wrestling NOAH and AAA in Mexico through a tal- 
ent exchange between the companies ... Joined 
with the other Japanese wrestlers in the Invaders 
heel stable, proclaiming the wrestling and cultural 
superiority of Japanese to their Mexican hosts. 


@ DQ MRE VOUNE coz", ss, 
9, 197) Former Nexus mem- 
ber is looking for a new beginning in WWE ... One 


night after being part of the losing seven-man 
team in the main event of SummerSlam 2010, lost 
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again to John Cena in a singles match and was 
subsequently ousted from The Nexus ... Returned 
to WWE as his own man weeks later ... Despite 
already being part of the main roster, took part in 
NXT Redemption, where he vied for a spot in the 
next season of NXT. 


RICHIE STEAMBOAT (6°, 205, 3, 

364) Son of the legendary Ricky “The 
Dragon” Steamboat has million-dollar looks, and 
about as good a mentor as a young wrestler could 
ask for ... Teamed with Seth Rollins to win the FCW 
tag team championship in March and held on to it 
for six weeks ... Made his first WrestleMania 
appearance at the age of nine months, when his 
dad carried him to the ring at WrestleMania IV. 


20 EXTREME TIGER (5'3”, 150, 12, 


166) Speed and high-risk maneu- 
vers are the calling cards of the 30-year-old pro- 
tégé of Rey Misterio Sr. ... The “Suicidal Cat” won 
the 2011 Rey de Reyes (King of Kings) tourna- 
ment, defeating Carlito, El Mesias, and L.A. Park 
along the way ... Also won a share of the AAA tag 
team championship with Jack Evans ... His 
450-degree twisting “Sabretooth Splash” is one of 
the most spectacular finishers in the business. 


208m WOODS (5°10”, 205, 6, 
189) Former Consequences Creed is 


now part of WWE’s developmental system, Florida 
Championship Wrestling ... Wore the FCW tag title 
with Wes Brisco for about a month ... Early in the 
evaluation period won the prestigious ECW Super 
8 tournament by beating Brian Milonas, U-Gene, 
and Tommaso Ciampa in one night ... Former TNA 
tag team champion has a master’s degree in child 
psychology and is working on his Ph.D. 
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209 issn CHONO (6'1”, 240, 26, 
257) The end of an era came about in 


2010 when New Japan released the former IWGP 
heavyweight and NWA champion after more than a 
quarter-century with the company ... Since the part- 
ing of ways, Chono has worked as a freelancer for 
All Japan, Pro Wrestling Zero1, Osaka Pro, and 
other promotions ... Has made guest appearances 
for special New Japan events ... Accepted the 
booking job for Antonio Inoki’s IGF in December. 


o1 HARTLEY JACKSON (6°2”, 245, 13, 


310) “Jag” is a veteran of the Austra- 
lia wrestling scene ... Competes for Japan’s Pro 
Wrestling Zero1 promotion ... Won the vacant 
NWA-United National heavyweight championship 
by beating Robby Heart in South Australia in Feb- 
ruary ... Began his career as a high-flyer, but now 
uses a more punishing ground-and-pound style 
that he developed wrestling in New Japan ... Has 
some experience in the U.S., where he has wres- 
tled for NWA-Pro in Southern California. 


1 1 BRAD ALLEN (6'3”, 232, 9, 334) 


The former Brad Attitude is a regular 
in EVOLVE and Full Impact Pro, where he wore 
the Florida Heritage title belt for nearly 10 months 
before losing it in July of last year ... Lost a six- 
way match to Johnny Gargano at EVOLVE 5 last 
September ... Was once signed to a developmen- 
tal deal with WWE ... Previously held the FCW 
tag team title with Dolph Ziggler. 


© Dq DI AUKL DOL (510°, 120 
11, 110) Kept a lower profile 
outside Dragon Grate over the past year ... The 
leader of Team Doi partnered with Gamma to win 
the Open the Twin Gate Championship ... They 
reigned for two months before losing the title to 
Don Fujii and Masaaki Mochizuki ... Unsuccess- 
fully challenged Masato Yoshino for the Open the 
Dream Gate championship at the final Dragon 
Gate show of 2010 ... More recently, Team Doi 
combined forces with CIMA’s Warrior faction. 


a1 DERRICK BATEMAN (6°1”, 220, 9, 


380) Cleveland, Ohio, native was 
the favorite to win Season 4 of NXT, but came up 
short ... Hit it off with his NXT pro, Daniel Bryan, 
with whom he won a couple of televised tag team 
matches ... Wore the FCW tag team title with 
eventual NXT Season 4 winner Johnny Curtis ... 
Has shown enough charm, wit, and wrestling abil- 
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ity to likely get a spot on WWE’s main roster in 
the coming months. 


DF Gp iii WANDAL co”, 185, 8, 


The New York native has spent most 
of his career in Florida, although he has ventured 
out of the Sunshine State for the right price ... 
Became a standout in NWA-Florida and Full Impact 
Pro ... Trained by Rusty Brooks, Montel Vontavious 
Porter, and Norman Smiley ... Lost a heartbreaker 
to Scott Reed at FIP’s Full Force ’11 event in May. 


1 BIG E LANGSTON (6’, 280, 3, 402) 


Joined Calvin Raines to beat the 
vaunted team of Seth Rollins (Tyler Black) and 
Richie Steamboat for the Florida tag team title on 
May 12... This former University of lowa lineman 
has the size to be successful, and, as a state 
heavyweight wrestling champion in Florida, he 
also has the technical skills ... It would be a 
shame if his four knee surgeries hindered his 
blossoming wrestling career. 


O41 ERIC ESCOBAR (6'3”, 250, 11, NL) 


Returned to his native Puerto Rico 
as Mr. Escobar after being released from WWE in 
early-2010 ... Wasted little time provoking feuds 
with Ray Gonzalez and Black Pain, enlisting 
Orlando Colon as his partner ... Was briefly sus- 
pended after a physical altercation with a ringside 
fan ... Departed WWC for rival promotion IWA in 
December ... Won the IWA heavyweight champi- 
onship from D-Ness. 


Photo by George Tahinos 
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o1 ¥ tees is KING (5’9”, 210, 25, 157) 
The former CMLL heavyweight 


champion and WCW performer has revitalized his 
career in AAA ... He and Ultimo Gladiator joined 
La Sociedad and were angered when Electro- 
shock refused to follow suit ... They staged an 
attack on both Electroshock and Heavy Metal, 
causing the two arch-enemies to unite... Was on 
the losing team at the TLC match at TripleMania 
19 ... The masked man sometimes wrestles as 
Silver Cain in Mexico City. 


1 CHRISTOPHER GRAY (5°10”, 200, 
8, 266) Rebounded after suffering key 
losses to Lince Dorado and Jigsaw earlier in our 
evaluation period ... Defeated Kyle Matthews to 
become the top contender to the NWA junior heavy- 
weight title on April 23 ... Best known as one-half of 
The British Lions with Tommy Taylor ... They are 
former Full Impact Pro tag champs ... Master of the 
European uppercut ... Managed by Ron Niemi. 


1 CALVIN RAINES (6'7”, 269, 10, 

NL) Co-holds the Florida tag team 
title with Big E Langston after they dethroned 
Seth Rollins and Richie Steamboat ... Signed his 
second WWE developmental deal in August 2010 
... Formerly known by his real name of Patrick 
Brink ... Has enjoyed most of his success in 
Maryland Championship Wrestling, where he 
reigned as heavyweight champion. 


220 uu LEE (6’5”, 280, 8, 235) A 
member of the Blood Warriors heel 


faction in Dragon Gate USA and Dragon Gate in 
Japan ... Defeated Akebono at Freedom Fight 
2010 ... Won the Jersey All-Pro Wrestling heavy- 
weight title in a championship scramble last year 
... This classic big man has unorthodox experi- 
ence of spending his formative years in promo- 
tions that emphasize technical and aerial styles ... 
Destined for stardom. 


ya 4 JERRY LAWLER (6°, 234, 41, NL) 


Returns to the “500” after an 
uncharacteristic absence last year ... Engaged in 
high-profile matches with WWE champion The 
Miz, which led to his first WrestleMania appear- 
ance, a controversial reverse decision loss to fel- 
low Raw broadcaster Michael Cole ... Defeated 
Tommy Dreamer in a steel cage at a Northeast 
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Wrestling event earlier in 2011 
demand on the indy circuit. 


ya a dee TAYLOR (5°11”, 205, 9, 
275) This British star is still plying 


his trade in the Sunshine State, where he plans 
to be only a short distance from FCW-—just in 
case he gets another developmental deal ... He 
and Christopher Gray are known as The British 
Lions ... They are former Full Impact Pro tag 
team champs ... Originally trained by Sir Jeff 
Kaye ... His butterfly suplex sends hearts aflutter. 


© 9293) SAKTON (6'2", 219, 
8, NL) Associated with NXT 
for much of the past year, getting eliminated from 
Season 4 on February 8 ... Also eliminated from 
NXT Redemption at the end of May despite turning 
heel and nicknaming himself “Big League” ... This 
former traffic reporter and producer had a brief stint 
as broadcaster on ECW toward the end ... Just 
think Jonathan Coachman, but he can wrestle. 


GLAMOUR BOY SHANE (¢’, 230, 

22, 338) The Canadian former TNA 
wrestler and referee primarily wrestles in Puerto 
Rico ... Has switched back and forth several times 
between the World Wrestling Council and Interna- 
tional Wrestling Association ... Returned to WWC 
to reform Los Hermanos de Dolor (The Brothers of 
Pain), and feuded with Carly Colon after causing 
Carlito to lose the Universal heavyweight champi- 
onship to Ricky Banderas ... Left WWC for IWA’s 
Christmas show ... Has also worked for the small 
Puerto Rico Wrestling Association. 


... Still in high 
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a 1-0 Ye ORLOVW (5’9”, 190, 8, 176) 
Has gone through quite an identity 
crisis in the past year, appearing as Alex Koslov 
in AAA, Carlos Sanchez on the WWE Smack- 
down brand, and finally as Peter Orlov in FCW 
... Lost to Bo Rotundo in his FCW debut ... 
Embraces the old-school Red Menace mentality, 
utilizing moves ranging from the Russian leg- 
sweep to the “Soviet Strike” superkick. 


226i YOUNGER (5’9”, 210, 8, 
245) This Combat Zone Wrestling 


mainstay enjoyed wins over DJ Hyde, Nick 
Gage, Arik Cannon, Sami Callahan, and Masada 
this past year ... Lost a tough one to Scotty 
Vortekz at CZW’s Prelude To Violence 2 on June 
11... His Death Valley bomb 
is dubbed the “Drake ’n’ 
Bake” ... Don’t let his tradi- 
tional ring garb fool you: 
He’s killer in death matches. 


DOT iii (5711”, 
220, 22, NL) 
For much of his career, the 
Japanese veteran has main- 
tained a successful tag team 
with partner Gedo ... The 
team got its start in Atsushi 
Onita’s now-defunct FMW 
and is still going strong over 
a decade later ... The four- 
time IWGP junior heavy- 
weight tag team champions 
won the 2010 Super J tag 
team tournament, adding to 
their mantle of 16 titles in 
various Japanese promotions ... Jado also has a 
past solo IWGP junior heavyweight championship 
reign to his credit. 


228 itime GLADIATOR (6°1”, 210, 
14, 219) The masked man teamed 


with Silver King and Electroshock to form Los 
Maniacos ... They were soon courted by La 
Sociedad ... Gladiator and Silver King joined but 
Electroshock refused ... In response, Gladiator 
and Silver King turned on Electroshock ... The 
remaining duo added Joe Lider to its ranks, even- 
tually turning on him, too... Gladiator and Silver 
King mustered a 288-day reign as AAA tag team 
champions during the ratings period before losing 
to Extreme Tiger and Jack Evans. 


Photo by George Napolitano 


© 299 )Wiicine ELGIN (6'1”, 215, 
8, 271) “Canadian Crazyhorse” 
is one of Ring of Honor’s top young guns ... Already 
an eight-year vet, has been wrestling professionally 
since age 16 ... Member and resident powerhouse 
of Truth Martini’s House of Truth stable ... Has yet to 
become a legit title contender, but has gained valu- 
able experience wrestling the likes of Chris Hero and 
Homicide ... Exudes old-school intensity ... Can 
wrestle well on the mat or mix it up in brawls. 


230" (6°1”, 244, 23, 247) Former 
ECW and NWA champion remains a 


regular on the Northeast indy scene in his mid-40s 

... Mind games tend to wreak havoc on younger, 

inexperienced opponents ... Departure from TNA 
in late-2010 could mean 
we've seen the last of him in a 
major U.S. promotion ... Put 
contract on the line and lost to 
then-TNA World champion 
Jeff Hardy ... Infamous feud 
with Tommy Dreamer was 
reprised in bloody brawl at 
Hardcore Justice. 


23 MATT TAWEN 


(6°27, 2125.3, 
NL) Impressive talent has 
branched out from his North- 
east base, and continues to 
improve with experience ... 
Had a solid showing in 
impromptu match at ROH’s 
Defy or Deny, teaming with 
Guy Alexander in a losing 
effort against the Bravado 

Brothers ... Acrowd favorite wherever he wrestles 

due to his up-tempo style ... Female fans don’t 

seem to mind his good looks either ... Still raw, 
but the sky is the limit for Connecticut native. 


a3oue O'REILLY (5°11”, 195, 6, NL) 
Yet another promising young Canadi- 


an in Ring of Honor ... Still getting his feet wet, but 
has shown loads of potential ... Signed contract with 
ROH in September, then formed partnership with fel- 
low newcomer Adam Cole ... Proficient in chain and 
submission-style wrestling ... Uses either the 
anklelock or brainbuster as his finisher ... Suffers 
from Type-1 diabetes, but shows no ill effects of the 
condition in the ring ... Also wrestles in Extreme 
Canadian Championship Wrestling and EVOLVE. 


o33Nn BUTCHER (6'2”, 230, 13, 


233" It isn’t, and never has been, 
about titles for the crazed madman from West Vir- 
ginia ... Has become the Abdullah the Butcher of 
his generation, more of an attraction than any- 
thing ... Blood and unpredictability remain the 
hallmarks of his matches ... Long tenure in ROH 
ended in late-2010 shortly after he lost a violent 
Butcher’s Rules match to Homicide ... Has 
resumed competing for smaller independent com- 
panies around the country. 


CHRIS ANGEL (6’3”, 238, 3, NL) 


Puerto Rico’s Newcomer of the Year 
for 2010 made a big impact upon arrival in the 
IWA ... Pinned Savio Vega to win the vacant |WA 
Intercontinental title ... Turned back Vega in a 
steel cage rematch ... Ran off an impressive win- 
ning streak, successfully defending the title 
against Edgar Rodriguez, Roberto Rubio, and 
Filipo ... Won the Jose Miguel Perez Sr. Cup ina 
battle royal, securing a future IWA Undisputed 
heavyweight title shot. 


yA i. BROWN (6°4”, 255, 16, 
216) The man known as the “Skull- 


Krusher” does a fine job of living up to his nick- 
name with physical, roughneck style ... Was a 
regular performer at ROH On HDNet tapings, but 
quit the promotion last summer ... Had greatest 
success teaming with Keith Walker as the (what 
else?) SkullKrushers ... Imposing duo held the 
NWA tag team championship for a record 777 
days before losing to the Dark City Fight Club in 
November 2010. 


236" REKON (6’, 309, 8, 314) Often 
billed as “Strongman,” musclebound 


powerhouse has competed in Japan and Mexico 

.. Won first professional title when he teamed 
with Misterioso II to defeat Vaquero Fantasma 
and Oliver John for the Pro Wrestling Revolution 
tag team championship ... Debuted in Lucha Libre 
USA and joined the rudo contingent The Right ... 
Teamed with Petey Williams to win the vacant 
LLUSA tag title. 


237 CIBERNETICO (6°1”, 240, 19, 72) 
The veteran worked mostly in tag 


teams over the past year, leading his Los Bizarros 
stable (Amadeus, Escoria, Nygma, and Taboo) 


a PWia 


Le 


eae La Socie- 
dad ... Continued 
his campaign 
against the Kon- 
nan-led heel alli- 
ance while simulta- 
neously feuding 
with his fan-favorite 
former friend La 
Parka ... Eventual- 
ly coaxed Charly 
Manson to join his 
group ... La Parka 
formed El Inframundo (The Underworld) to battle 
Los Bizarros ... The stables clashed at TripleMa- 
nia 19 with Cibernetico pinning La Parka in con- 
troversial fashion. 


238K MUTO (6’2”, 230, 26, 120) A 
living legend on two continents, 


Muto’s career is now in a state of flux ... Made a 
single appearance as his Great Muta alter ego last 
year ... Had to undergo major knee surgery in 
April, missing the next five months of action before 
returning in September ... Recently resigned as 
president of All Japan Pro-Wrestling but plans to 
remain an active wrestler ... Along with Jushin 


Liger has appeared in all 21 “PW/ 500s.” 
SABU (6°, 222, 26, NL) A 


© founding father of the hard- 


core style, he’s been putting his body on the line 
for over a quarter-century ... Has slowed down 
considerably, but still knows how to dish out pun- 
ishment ... Beat Damian 666 to win Xtreme Latin 
American Wrestling’s International title last Octo- 


ber ... Appeared in TNA as part of the EV2.0 
stable ... Was fired after suffering a loss to AJ 
Styles ... Regularly competes for Juggalo Cham- 


pionship Wrestling and HUSTLE in Japan. 


2407 WATSON (6’3”, 235, 2, 
238) “Showtime” was one of the more 


memorable competitors from NXT’s second season 
.. Was an early favorite, but inexperience began to 
show as the weeks wore on ... Undeniably charis- 
matic but still has to work on in-ring fundamentals 
.. Throws a beauty of a dropkick ... Returned to 
Florida Championship Wrestling for more seasoning 
.. Former NFL player once teamed with Darren 
Young as The South Beach Party Boys. 
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24 KEITH WALKER (6'2”, 280, 8, NL) 

Big, bad Chicago native currently 
competes in ROH and World League Wrestling ... 
Has also made international appearances with Pro 
Wrestling NOAH ... Trying to find his way as a sin- 
gles competitor ... With Rasche Brown held the 
NWA tag team championship for a record 777 days, 
prior to losing to the Dark City Fight Club last year 
.. Was once under a WWE developmental contract. 


DADE LIDER (5'9”, 178, 18, 149) 
Accepted an invitation from Silver 


King and Ultimo Gladiator to join La Sociedad and 
Los Maniacos ... Lider and his partners won the 
IRGW trios tag team championship, holding the 
belts for 52 days before los- 

ing to The Psycho Circus ... 

Gladiator and Silver King 

abruptly turned on Lider ... 

Got revenge by teaming 

with Electroshock and 

Heavy Metal (all of whom 

held grudges against La 

Sociedad) to defeat Gladia- 

tor, Silver King, and Chess- 

man at TripleMania 19. 


GEDO (5'9”, 

200, 22, NL) 

The tag team specialist continues to enjoy success 
with his enduring partnership with Jado ... The 
four-time IWGP junior heavyweight tag team cham- 
pions won the 2010 Super J tag team tournament 
.. The victory marked their 16th title in various 
Japanese promotions ... The pair challenged again 
for the IWGP junior tag titles late in 2010 but lost to 
ay Golden Lovers (Kenny Omega and Kota !|bus- 

. Gedo is stunningly agile and athletic. 


a) DAA CONOR O'BRIAN '2”, 

245, 10, NL) Hardscrabble 
WWE farmhand still looking to break through to the 
next level ... Participated in the fourth season of 
NXT and is currently competing for a contract in 
the fifth season, entitled Redemption ... Assigned 
WWE Pros have been Alberto Del Rio and Vladimir 
Kozlov ... Originally signed a developmental deal 
back in 2005 ... Made some strides in Deep South 
Wrestling under the name Roughhouse O’Reilly, 
holding the company’s top title on two occasions. 


245m MASTER (5°10”, 218, 14, 
279) Masked man is one of the most 


ype re aerss, 


re = da stable with other like-mind- 


popular regulars in Heartland Wrestling Association 
and Ohio Valley Wrestling ... Held the OVW TV title 
for two months in late-2010 ... Formerly wrestled 
under his given name, Chad Collyer ... Technical 
wiz donned a mask and altered his persona in 2009, 
breathing new life into his career ... Has added an 
improved aerial dimension to his repertoire ... Made 
appearances in ROH and TNA earlier in his career 

.. Boasts impressive amateur background as a two- 
time NCAA Division III national finalist. 


MARTIN STONE (6°, 240, 8, 182) 


The British grappler works regularly 
on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean ... A former fan 
favorite, he turned heel immediately after defeating 
Andy Simmonz at British 
Uproar to win the Frontier 
Wrestling Alliance heavy- 
weight championship ... Allud- 
ing to the many standouts 
from the U.K. who have made 
the jump to WWE or TNA in 
recent years, Stone claimed 
U.K. wrestling was his ticket to 
a big-money contract ... 
Formed the Nexus-like Agen- 


ti 
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ed young wrestlers. 
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247°" HAWK (6°2”, 220, 14, 256) 
Malibu Beach native teams with 


Dave and Jack Crist to create havoc in Ohio-based 
Buckeye Pro Wrestling ... Persona is that of a 
good-natured surfer boy gone bad ... Midwest vet- 
eran began career in Heartland Wrestling Associa- 
tion ... Held the HWA’s heavyweight title on four 
occasions, tied with Matt Stryker and second only 
to Race Steele’s five reigns ... Has made appear- 
ances in WWE, WCW, and ROH ... Calls his fin- 
isher “The Riptide” ... Trained under Les Thatcher. 


248i" DONST (5°10”, 187, 4, 340) 
One of CHIKARA’S top young stars, 


the St. Louis native has made tremendous strides 
over the past year ... Turned his back on the com- 
pany by aligning with the evil German faction 
Bruderschaft des Kreuzes after revealing himself 
as the masked Vokoder ... Used the inverted 
CHIRKARA special—a supposedly unbreakable 
submission move taught to him by Mike Quacken- 
bush—to defeat Player Dos for the Young Lions 
Cup ... Recent frustrations with BDK have many 
wondering what his next step will be. 
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aay 249" O'NEIL (6°4”, 267, 2, 453) 
\ First man eliminated from NXT Sea- 


son 2... Inexperience and having Zack Ryder as 
his assigned WWE Pro didn’t help his cause ... 
Returned to Florida Championship Wrestling for 
more seasoning ... Has had better showing on 
NXT Season 5, despite being “mentored” by 
Hornswoggle ... Enjoyed a 112-day reign as FCW 
tag team champion with Damien Sandow ... 
Trademark is his bizarre “bark” that sounds more 
like a seal having a brain hemorrhage than a dog. 


OCTAGON (5’8”, 190, 30, NL) Cor- 

nerstone of the Mexican scene was 
recently inducted into the AAA Hall of Fame at the 
TripleMania supercard ... Former CMLL competi- 
tor is a founding father of AAA ... 1990s feud 
against Los Gringos Locos (with partner El Hijo 
Del Santo) helped usher in the popularity of lucha 
in the U.S. ... Holds AAA’s middleweight champi- 
onship and the AAA tag team title with La Parka 
... Signature move is the La Escalera legsweep/ 


armbar submission. 
251 WAMPIRO (6'2”, 249, 27, 277) vet- 
eran turned his back on his fans last 
year when he aligned himself with El Zorro ... Chal- 
lenged for the AAA heavyweight title in August 2010, 
falling to Dr. Wagner Jr. ... Left AAA in December 
and announced his retirement, but as has been the 
case so often, it proved to be short-lived ... Turned 
up in Juggalo Championship Wrestling, where he 
feuded with Kongo Kong and Raven ... Finisher is 
the Nail in the Coffin sit-out piledriver. 


252" CANNON (5’8”, 185, 5, 241) 
“The Immaculate One” is one-half of 


The Best Around, with Bruce Maxwell ... Com- 
peted in Combat Zone Wrestling, East Coast 
Wrestling Association, and Tri-State Wrestling Alli- 
ance ... Native of London, Ontario, was trained by 
Rob Noxious and Jason Havok ... Tag team spe- 
cialist is known for his aerial attacks, including a 
pristine moonsault and a shooting star double-foot 
stomp ... Rumored to be considering retirement. 


253i ROJO IR. 6°11”, 190, 10, 
NL) CMLL’s “Red Dragon” won the 


2010 Copa Jr. tournament, collecting wins over 
Maximo, La Mascara, La Sombra, Volador Jr., and 
Averno ... Teamed with Ultimo Guerrero to win the 


a. 
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CMLL tag team title, beating Mr. Aguila and Hector 
Garza for the belts ... The grandson of the original 
Dragon Rojo ... Ring-savvy competitor uses the 
ropes to immobilize an opponent, then connects 
with a front dropkick to put him away. 


O54 i MASK IW (5'7”, 185, 16, 
233) Former IWGP junior heavy- 


weight champion was sidelined for two months 
with a neck injury ... Teamed with Koji Kanemoto 
to win the NOAH tag team title, which they held 
for four months ... Put his mask on the line in a 
“mask-vs.-hair” match with Tomohiro Ishii ... Ishii 
began wearing a replica of Tiger Mask’s mask, 
leading to a mask-vs.-mask rematch, which Tiger 
Mask won ... Suplex master also uses a diving 
headbutt to finish opponents. 


SUPER CRAZY (5’8”, 200, 23, 236) 

Former WWE and ECW star now 
competes in Mexico’s AAA as a member of Los 
Perros del Mal ... Was forced to shave his head 
bald in May when Los Perros lost to Los Psycho 
Circus in a six-man steel cage match ... Won the 
XNL (Chile) championship in December 2010 ... 
Moonsault master also uses his Crazy Bomb 
straight-jacket power bomb to finish opponents ... 
“The Insane Luchador” has collected titles all 
around the world. 


© DEG Mi NOWAK (05,255, 

3, NL) Sizeable WWE devel- 
opmental talent got off to a rough start on NXT 
Season 4 when his pro, Dolph Ziggler, said Novak 
didn’t have what it took to succeed and traded him 
to Chris Masters ... Novak was the first competitor 
eliminated ... Returned to NXT in Season 5 with 
JTG as his mentor ... Former rugby player has the 
size and athleticism but still needs a bit more sea- 
soning ... Seattle native has loads of confidence, 
despite a lackluster win-loss record. 


257 : PANTHER (5’6”, 220, 33, 
199) Fifty-year-old lucha libre living 


legend continues to be a force to be reckoned 
with in Mexico’s CMLL promotion ... Widely 
regarded to be one of the toughest veterans in the 
country and is willing to go toe-to-toe with wres- 
tlers half his age ... Generally competes in tag 
team and trios matches these days ... Still consid- 
ered to be one of Mexico’s best mat wrestlers ... 
Favorite finishing hold is the El Nudo Lagunero, a 
standing figure-four leglock. 


258 CROFT (6°, 220, 
10, NL) Former WWE Dude 
Buster (with Trent Barreta) is currently plying his 
trade on the independent 
circuit ... Career’s had sev- 
eral starts and stops over 
past decade ... Showed 
promise on Smackdown 
but couldn’t maintain 
momentum ... Formerly 
competed as Chris Cage in 
Ohio Valley Wrestling, 
where he held the heavy- 
weight and Southern tag 
titles ... Also held the FCW 
tag title ... Singles finisher 
is a fireman’s carry into a 
double-knee gutbuster. 


259 MAXWELL (5’10”, 202, 5, 
263) Single-handedly defended the 
ECWA and TWA unified tag team title in a loser- 
leaves-town match against Matt Logan and Chase 
Del Monte when his partner, TJ Cannon, was 
unable to compete ... With Cannon (as The Best 
Around) is the longest-reigning tag team cham- 
pion in Combat Zone Wrestling history ... Uses a 
modified F5 he calls the Picture Perfect ... Claims 
to come from wealth, but he left the family fortune 
behind to chase his dream as a wresiler. 


260 SKY CANNON (5°10”, 231, 3, 
298) The affable FCW star failed to 


impress during his stint on NXT Season 2 and 
underwent a philosophical change, embracing a 
rulebreaking attitude ... Won the FCW Florida 
heavyweight title from Bo Rotundo moments after 
Rotundo had won the belt from Mason Ryan ... Lost 
the belt back to Ryan ... Returned to NXT on Sea- 
son 5, but again was eliminated ... Former profes- 
sional football player with the St. Louis Rams. 
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261 MCCHESNEY (5'10”, 190, 9, 
398) The Erie, Pennsylvania-based 
McChesney added several championships to his * 
resume this year ... After seven years of wrestling \ 
in the IWC, finally won the IWC heavyweight title, 
beating Jimmy DeMarco in a career-vs.-career 
match ... Also won the Firestorm Pro Wrestling title 33 
in Cleveland and the NWA-Upsiate title in Roches- * 
ter, New York ... Helped form the Founding Fathers 

stable in IWC ... Still leads Team Big League ... 
Currently embroiled in a feud with Matt Cross. 


262 REYES (5'9”, 197, 13, 391) 
“The Cuban Crippler” has been 
signed to compete in the new Urban Wrestling 
Federation ... World-traveler 
has won championships all 
over the globe, including 
Puerto Rico and Mexico ... 
Los Angeles native is a former 
ROH tag team champion with 
experience in MMA, Brazilian 
jiu-jitsu, and kickboxing ... 
Tough-as-nails competitor is 
an excellent striker and a sub- 
mission master with a lethal 
Dragon Sleeper ... Other big 
moves include the German 
suplex and Liger bomb. 


(5’11”’, 200, 9, NL) “The 

Tokyo Monster” was impressive in 

Johnny Mantell’s GWT tournament, advancing to 

the finals in a tournament judged by @ panel of 

experts ... Lost to Tim Storm in the final round of 

the tournament ... Managed by Rico Casanova ... 

Based in Florida ... Has competed against Carlito, 

Tomko, and D-Lo Brown ... Held the CCW title ... 

Intense competitor who methodically stalks and 
batters opponents into submission. 


264 TEY WILLIAMS (5°7", 179, 9, 
186) Former TNA mainstay remains 


. Teamed with Jon Rekon to win the Lucha Libre 
USA tag belts from Rocky Romero and Super 
Nova ... Continues to use his signature Canadian 
Destroyer flipping piledriver, as well as his version 
of the sharpshooter. 


> a 
active on the independent circuit ... “Maple Leaf 
Muscle” held the Pure Pro Wresiling’s franchise 
championship in the summer of 2010 until drop- 
ping it to Gutter ... Formed a heel, anti- immigra- ie 
tion stable called ' The Right” in Lucha Libre USA = 
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AKEBONO 6's”, 500, 6, 265) Best 

known in the U.S. for his “sumo” 
match against The Big Show at WrestleMania 21, 
the former sumo grand champion continues to 
compete for All Japan, often teaming with Ryota 
Hama ... Feuded with Taiyo Kea and Takao Omori 
for the top contender position for the AJPW tag 
team title ... Competed in kickboxing competition 
before joining the pro ranks ... Raw power and 
sumo experience make him a dangerous wrestler, 
but his conditioning is poor and he tires quickly. 


266""™ (5°10”, 192, 9, 226) “The 
Warrior” is Combat Zone Wresitling’s 


resident silent assassin, a no-frills competitor who 
prefers to do his talking in the ring ... Also com- 
petes in CHIKARA, among other promotions ... 
Pennsylvania native is a ground-control, strong- 
style specialist ... Managed by Kimber Lee ... Fin- 
ishing move is the Tenchi Crash, a kip-up reverse 
lung blower ... Weakens opponents with a mix of 
stiff kicks and precision aerial attacks, including 
the moonsault and frog splash. 


26 7°" DEANER (6’, 220, 11, 204) 
Former TNA wrestler (and boyfriend 


of ODB) has gotten serious, adopting a more rug- 
ged and physical persona ... Defeated longtime 
rival Derek Wylde to win the Classic Champion- 
ship Wrestling title in a steel cage match ... Also 
won the TWA heavyweight title and the GCW 
Ontario championship ... Has had a series of crit- 
ically praised matches with Jake O’Reilly ... Has 
adopted the DDT as his finisher and demands to 
be known as “Mr. DDT.” 


263: GARGANO (5°10”, 205, 6, 
363) Cleveland native is one of the 


fastest-rising stars on the independent circuit ... 
Competes in DragonGate USA and EVOLVE ... 
Made it to the finals of both the DG Open, the 
Dragon Gate and CHIKARA’s King of Trios tour- 
naments ... Feuded with Matt Cross in Pro Wres- 
tling Ohio ... Held the PWO title for more than 18 
months ... Wrestled Daniel Bryan to a draw and 
has defeated CIMA and Austin Aries. 


SHAWN SPEARS (6’2”, 220, 9, 


221) Former WWE competitor won 
the ACW heavyweight title in Florida and the 
GBPW heavyweight title in Michigan ... Embarked 


ee iv 


on a tour of All 
Japan in Febru- 
ary, but the tour 
was cut short due 
to the tsunami 
that rocked the 
country ... Cur- 
rently competes 
for several Cana- 
dian promotions 
... Has used his 
experience with the WWE developmental system 
to conduct seminars for aspiring wrestlers ... Fin- 
isher is the Death Valley driver. 


@ DO iit JAMES KEENAN 


(6’1”, 22, 11, 268) The pro 
wrestling rock star from The Iron City is Far North 
Wrestling’s franchise player and most popular star 
... Has competed throughout Europe and made 
appearances in WWE and ROH ... In addition to 
being a two-time FNW champion, he is a three- 
time IWC champion, four-time Super Indy cham- 
pion, and two-time ZERO-1 U.S. champion ... Sig- 
nature finishing move is the “MK Ultra,” a cradle 
back-to-belly piledriver ... Also uses a nifty hanging 


triangle choke called “The Helter Skelter.” 
27 LATINO (6'1”, 216, 19, 175) The for- 
mer Latin Lover was forced to 
change his name after a legal battle with his former 
promotion, AAA ... Ladies’ man is a household 
name in Mexico, thanks to his win in Mexico’s ver- 
sion of Dancing With The Stars ... Left AAA for the 
CMLL promotion, where he began feuding with 
Hector Garza ... Finishers are the La Magistral, an 
arm-wrench inside cradle, and the superkick ... 
Has appeared on Mexican soap operas and with a 
Chippendales-style dance troupe. 


O71 RYAN EAGLES (6°, 214, 9, 267) 


Australian standout has relocated 
from the Land Down Under to Philadelphia ... Co- 
founder of PWA Australia and the proud husband 
of SHIMMER champion Madison Eagles ... Has 
held the PWA title (twice), the HRPW title, the 
PWA Canberra National title, and the UWA tag 
team title ... Violent and unpredictable competitor 
uses a backbreaker driver he calls “The Final 
Solution” ... Also uses a dangerous brainbuster 
and a stiff double-knee drop off the ropes. 
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a7 MASCARA DORADA (5'7”, 170, 5, 

240) CMLL’S “Golden Mask” previ- 
ously competed as Plata Il and Metalik ... Has won 
the CMLL super lightweight title, trios title, welter- 
weight title (twice), and Mexical National trios title 
... Won the national Parejas Increibles tournament 
in both 2010 and 2011 ... Made several tours of 
New Japan this year ... Competed in the 2011 Best 
of the Super Juniors tournament, earning wins over 
Jushin Liger and Ryusuke Taguchi and finishing 
sixth out of nine wrestlers in his block ... Finisher 
is the corkscrew somersault senton bomb. 


D714 Wms TOZAWA (5°7”, 210, 6, NL) 
Dragon Gate Dojo alum started year- 
long tour of U.S. last July ... Com- 
peted mainly in DGUSA, CHIKA- 
RA, and Pro Wrestling Guerrilla ... 
Teamed with Kevin Steen to upset 
the Briscoes ... Scored singles 
wins over Austin Aries and BxB 
Hulk in DGUSA, but failed to beat 
champion YAMATO ... Lost in 
EVOLVE debut to Chuck Taylor ... 
Defeated Chris Hero in last state- 
side match before returning to 
Japan and joining Dragon Gate’s 
Blood Warriors faction. 
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275" CROSS (5’7”, 184, 10, 330) 
Many observers pegged the Ohio 


native as the favorite of Tough Enough, but 
M-Dogg 20 was quickly eliminated from the com- 
petition ... Was alternate on the 2000 U.S. Olympic 
gymnastics team ... Incredible flexibility and agility 
confounds opponents ... Feuded with Johnny Gar- 
gano in Pro Wrestling Ohio ... Has competed in 16 
different countries ... Signature moves include 
shooting-star press and the flagpole press, where 
he suspends himself horizontally from the ringpost 
before dropping onto an opponent. 


2/60 WYLDE (5’9”, 202, 15, 282) 
Flirted with retirement, but “Danger 


Boy” is still flying high in rings throughout Ontario 

. Widely considered the man to beat on the 
Ontario independent scene ... Won the CCW 
championship after a lengthy feud with arch-rival 
Cody Deaner ... Won the Neo Spirit Pro Wrestling 
Grand championship in Neo Spirit’s first show after 
a five-year sabbatical ... Has had a long-running 
feud with Pepper Parks ... Favorite maneuvers are 
his Sky-Drill Press and Burning Hammer. 
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afi SANDOW (6'4”, 252, 9, 
446) It’s hard to believe, but this 
29-year-old has been in and out of the WWE 
developmental system for the past eight years ... 
Previously known as Aaron Stevens ... Former 
OVW champion (twice), tag champion, and TV 
champion was once managed by both Beth Phoe- 
nix and Shelly Martinez, the lucky devil ... 
Returned to WWE developmental after a success- 
ful tour of Puerto Rico, adopting the name Damien 
Sandow ... Won the FCW tag title with Titus O’Neil 
.. Finisher is the swinging neckbreaker. 


© 27 JOEY RYAN (5°10”, 210, 11, 


171) “The Hollywood Submis- 
sion Machine” won the 2010 Battle 
of Los Angeles event in Pro Wres- 
tling Guerrilla, defeating Chuck Tay- 
lor, Austin Aries, Claudio Castag- 

» noli, and Chris Hero, which is as 
impressive a field as you’re likely to 
find anywhere ... Has adopted a 
new submission hold called “The 
End Scene,” a bodyscissors kimura 
lock ... Has challenged for the PWG 
heavyweight title, but has been sty- 
mied by Castagnoli ... SoCal stal- 
wart was trained by Brian Kendrick. 


219," 450” HAMMET (5°10”, 195, 
8, NL) Master of the 450-splash has 


been turning heads in the Midwest and Puerto Rico 
.. Won the Dreamwave Alternative championship 
and the Chicago Styles Wrestling Metra division 
championship on the same weekend ... Became a 
triple-crown champion in Puerto Rico, winning the 
WWC junior heavyweight, IWA junior heavyweight, 
and NWS cruiserweight titles in the same year ... 
Signature moves are the “PR Explosion” swinging 
neck bomb DDT and the Swanton bomb. 


CHUCK TAYLOR (6°1”, 184, 9, 

161) “The Kentucky Gentleman” has 
been very busy, competing for CHIKARA, 
DGUSA, Pro Wrestling Guerrilla, EVOLVE, and 
other independent promotions ... Lost to CIMA in 
a singles match in DGUSA and refused an invita- 
tion to join CIMA’s Warriors International stable, 
instead forming the rogue Ronin group ... Recent- 
ly completed a three-week tour of Japan with 
Dragon Gate ... Was named “Breakout Star” and 
“EVOLVE MVP” by EVOLVE in 2010 ... Finisher 
is the “Awful Waffle” twisted piledriver. 


28 JIGSAW (6’2”, 173, 8, 259) The 
masked man from The Bermuda Tri- 
angle currently holds the CHIKARA tag team title 
with Mike Quackenbush ... Defeated Claudio 
Castagnoli and Ares to win that title ... Feuded 
with Jon Moxley in Dragon Gate USA ... He and 
Quackenbush teamed with joshi legend Manami 
fs «Toyota in the 2011 King of Trios tournament ... 
® The team was eliminated in the second round by 
Team Michinoku Pro ... Signature finishers 
include the brainbuster, the corkscrew moonsault, 
and the “Jig ’n’ Tonic” piledriver. 


je 
ABO anus (5°10, 174, 9, 220) “The 
Winged Ring Warrior” joined a fac- 


tion of CHIKARA originals to battle the nefarious 
Brunderschaft des Kreuses faction, even donning 
his old-school Ichabod Slayne mask ... Made it to 
the finals of the 2011 King of Trios tournament, los- 
ing to The Colony ... Has also competed in 
EVOLVE and Dragon Gate USA ... Made his first 
tour of Japan in May, wrestling in Osaka Pro Wres- 
tling ... Finishers are the “Blu Ray” Death Valley 
driver and the double-underhook facebuster. 


283 (5’11”, 230, 13, 270) The 
Swiss financial guru emigrated from 
Zurich to the United States ... He is the leader of 
the Brundershaft des Kreuses faction in CHIKARA 
... Led the BDK in a long war against a team of 
CHIKARA originals ... Held the CHIKARA tag 
team title with Claudio Castagnoli until losing it to 
the team of Mike Quackenbush and Jigsaw ... 
Defeated Ultramantis Black in a falls-count-any- 
where match last November. 


ye (5°8”, 235, 12, 244) The 
Baltimore native weighs in at 235 


pounds, or, as he says, “a street value of over 
$31-million” ... Controversial competitor mixes 
incredible aerial attacks with old-fashioned brawl- 
ing, and he is equally comfortable fighting in either 
style ... Currently reforming his BLKOUT stable in 
Combat Zone Wrestling ... Signature finishers are 
“The Deal” (a Gory lock into a reverse STO) and 
“The Hate Crime” (a sit-out suplex slam). 


285" CYPRESS (5°6”, 175, 7, 
301) Formerly known as Xtremo, 


Cypress has undergone an image transformation ... 
High-flyer came up with the unique idea of soliciting 
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corporate sponsorships, claiming that since he is 
the most exciting wrestler in Ontario, that sponsors 
should be willing to cough up big bucks to advertise 
with him ... His new attitude isn’t making him many 
friends (nor money), but his talent cannot be denied 
... loronto native trained under Rob El Fuego ... 
Has an effective 450-splash finisher. 


© 236" (5°10”, 225, 7, NL) 

New Japan competitor spent 
most of the past year in TNA ... Wore a Green 
Hornet-style Kato mask and got involved in Samoa 
Joe’s feud with Pope D’Angelo Dinero ... Usually 
wrestles on Xplosion, where he has amassed a 
truly mediocre record ... Lost to MVP in the first 
round of the New Japan Intercontinental title tour- 
nament in May... Finisher is a bridging German 
suplex, which he executed on the 290-pound 
Yoshihiro Takayama. 


2387" COLON (6°, 200, 6, 346) The 
cousin of Carlito and Primo is cur- 


rently competing in Florida Championship Wres- 
tling ... Tag team specialist has wrestled under a 
variety of names in FCW, including Tito Nieves, 
Dos Equis, and Epico ... Held the FCW tag title 
twice, feuding with the The Uso Brothers, Kaval 
and Michael McGillicutty, and Johnny Curtis and 
Derrick Bateman ... Is a six-time WWC Puerto 
Rican champion ... Main finisher is a swinging 
leghook Samoan drop. 


288i KINGSTON (5°11”, 245, 8, 
252) Former Combat Zone Wrestling 


champion has joined the fledgling Urban Wrestling 
Federation ... No-frills brawler is a throwback to 
the wild and reckless brawlers of the 1950s and 
1960s, though Kingston successfully incorporates 
strong-style high-angle suplexes and lariats into 
his game as well ... Also competes in Jersey All 
Pro Wrestling and CHIKARA ... Signature backfist 
punch is known as the “Backfist To The Future.” 
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289 QUACKENBUSH (6', 191, 
17, 222) Wrestler, promoter, trainer, 


author, and podcaster, “Lightning” Mike is a mod- 
ern-day Renaissance man ... Unsuccessfully chal- 
lenged his idol, Jushin Liger, for the Jersey All Pro 
light heavyweight title in December ... Held the 
NWA junior heavyweight title for more than three 
years until losing it to Craig Classic in November 
2010 ... Currently holds the CHIKARA tag team 
title with Jigsaw ... Master of 1,000 holds is a stu- 
dent of the game and incorporates many interna- 
tional influences into his unique style. 


2390 DANIELS (5'8”, 202, 
10, 280) Superb mat wrestler 
competed on New Japan’s three-day U.S. tour this 
spring ... Had a tryout for TNA in sBnMeny 
Received critical acclaim for 

bouts against Sami Callihan 
(Maryland Championship Wres- 
tling), Bandido Jr. (Jersey All Pro 
Wrestling), and Kenny Omega 
(New Japan USA) this year ... | 
Has completed five tours of 
Japan for Zero-1 and appeared | 
on WWE TV several times ... Uti- | 
lizes a rugged, smash-mouth |} 
offense of jarring suplexes, brain- | Ay 
busters, and blistering chops. 


291 iver ten 


254) Journeyman has found success in the U.S., 
Mexico, and Japan ... Competed as Black Tiger in 
Japan until losing his mask to Tiger Mask IV ... 
Returned to Japan in November 2010, teaming 
with Davey Richards in the Super J Tag League 
tournament ... Romero and Richards advanced to 
the finals of the five-day tournament but lost to 
Jado and Gedo ... Unsuccessfully challenged for 
the IWGP junior heavyweight tag title in May ... 
Won Mach-1 Pro Wrestling’s Hall of Fame Cup 
tournament, beating Ryan Taylor, Famous B, and 
Karl Anderson. 


292 BECK (6°5”, 250, 3, NL) 
Based in Chicago, where he com- 
petes for AAW and Dreamwave ... Went undefeated 
for eight months in those promotions and won the 
AAW Heritage title and the Dreamwave Alternative 
title ... Wrestled a main-event singles bout against 


Sabu ... Also competes in New Midwest Wrestling 
and Pro Wrestling Epic ... Uses his height for addi- 
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tional leverage with power moves, such as the 
power bomb, fallaway slam, and Samoan drop and 
fallaway slam combo. 


293 1 SUAVE (5°11, 204, 5, 
272) Claims to hail from his luxury 


summer home in Paris, but “Your Savior” sure 
spends a lot of time in Ontario ... Competed in all 
18 Ontario indy promotions in the past year ... 
Challenged Colt Cabana for the NWA title in Otta- 

a... Became the first Tri-City Wrestling champion 
by winning an eight-man tournament, which includ- 
ed a win over Highlander Robbie ... Finisher is the 
“Savior Driver” sit-out fisherman driver. 


> BO4 tIN CORBIN (5°10”, 200, 7, 
287) “Star Of Minnesota” has had a 


stranglehold on both the Born Champions 
Wrestling and Echo Pro Wrestling cham- 
pionships, two of the state’s top indies ... 
Teamed with the 1-2-3 Kid and Arik Can- 
non as Team Minnesota at CHIKARA’s 
King of Trios tournament ... Former tag 
team specialist came into his own as a 
singles competitor with an epic 30-minute 
) hardcore match against MASADA ... Fin- 
ishers include the “Ginger Snap” Ace 
Crusher and the “Toxic Sea Horse” front- 
¢ face lungblower. 


MERCURY (5’9”, 191, 
15, 302) John Morrison’s for- 
mer partner returned to WWE in 2010 as a mem- 
ber of CM Punk’s Straight Edge Society ... Suf- 
fered a torn pectoral muscle that sidelined him ... 
SES dissolved a short time later ... The injury 
proved to be another setback in what was once a 
promising career ... Became a trainer for Florida 
Championship Wrestling ... Versatile and under- 
rated, has held scores of titles and has competed 
in every major U.S. promotion of the past 15 years. 


296 (5°10”, 210, 9, 358) 
Luchador previously competed as 
Incognito before signing a WWE developmental 
contract and moving to Florida Championship 
Wrestling ... Formed a successful tag team with 
Tito “Epico” Colon, winning the FCW tag title twice 

. Has previously competed in both TNA and 
CHIKARA ... Former WWA middleweight cham- 
pion and Rey de Voladores (King of Flyers) cham- 
pion ... Uses flying moves and moonsaults to set 
up his “Hunico Special” leglock. 
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2907 HEART (5°10”, 167, 7, NL) 
Two-time NWA-Australia national 


champion ... Regained that championship in June 
after a year-long feud with Hartley Jackson, 
emerging victorious in a brutal streetfight ... Tat- 


| tooed competitor is one of Australia’s most popu- 


lar wrestlers ... Known for his big splash off the 
top rope ... Had a rivalry with fellow Aussie stand- 
out Damien Slater, resulting in some very good, 
athletic, back-and-forth contests ... Technical 
wrestler is willing to brawl when necessary. 


298 SWANN (5’9”, 175, 5, 
NL) Claim to fame is his 
impressive standing 450-splash, which showcases 
his incredible vertical leap ... Has competed in ROH, 
Dragon Gate USA, CZW, CHIKARA, and EVOLVE 
... Won the Real Championship Wrestling junior 
heavyweight title ... Recently completed successful 
tours of Japan and Germany ... Made it to the semi- 
finals of the 2010 Jeff Peterson Cup tournament ... 
Made impressive showing at 2011 Super 8, losing to 
tourney winner Tommaso Ciampa ... Incredibly agile 
high-flyer also executes a “Chicken Fried” driver. 


PaO) RIVIERA (6'2”, 224, 7, 389) 
The pride of “Russ Vegas, Arkansas” 


... Former reality television star and one of the most 
prolific independent wrestlers today ... Modern-day 
Million-Dollar Man, Riviera is old-school through and 
through ... Feuding with Genetic Perfection in Tra- 
ditional Championship Wrestling ... Had a rivalry 
with Jerry Lawler this year ... Recently unveiled sev- 
eral new finishing moves, including “The Booty Call” 
(People’s Elbow), and the “G-Spot Crossface” ... 
Claims he is worth $5.5-million, but only his accoun- 
tant knows for sure. 


300 KID (5°4”, 150, 14, 242) 
Dragon Gate high-flying sensation is 
at war with his former comrades in the Blood War- 
riors stable ... Turned heel in January (along with 
fellow WARRIORS-5 members CIMA, Gamma, 
Susumu Yokosuka, and KAGETORA), re-naming 
their group Blood Warriors ... Was kicked out of 
the group, despite holding the trios title with CIMA 
and Richochet ... Teamed with PAC to win the tag 
title from Ryo Saito and Genki Horiguchi ... Stu- 
dent of Ultimo Dragon expertly performs the 
“Dragonrana’” and his “Ultra Dragonrana’” variation 
(a springboard hurricanrana). 
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301 brit 


(6’8”, 265, 12, NL) Con- 
sidered himself the 
“Most Dominant Man” in 
Pro Wrestling Ohio ... 
Long-running feud with 
evil agent Aaron Maguire 
saw Maguire put a 
$100,000 bounty on Bane’s head, and ECW legend 
Raven come to try to collect ... Bane defeated 
Raven in a Raven’s Rules match at Wrestlution 3 ... 
Defeated Marion Fontaine for the PWO title after a 
piledriver on a steel chair ... Finishes opponents 
with an F5 or clothesline he calls the “Baneline.” 


302 RIWERA (6’2”, 205, 3, NL) 
Considered by many to be the fast- 


est-rising star in Puerto Rico ... Younger brother 
of former WWE wrestler and current |IWA head 
Savio Vega ... Often wrestles under the ring 
name D-Niss ... Over the past year won the IWA 
Puerto Rican championship from Daniel Bryan, 
enjoyed a pair of reigns as IWA heavyweight 
champion, and won the IWA tag team champion- 
ship with Rick Stanley... At one point, held all 
three belts simultaneously. 


303 PARKS (6°, 225, 12, 294) 
Buffalo, New York, native has made 


several appearance on WWE television in recent 
years ... Wrestles primarily in western New York, 
Ontario, Ohio, and Pennsylvania ... Completed a 
tour of Japan with Zero-1 in fall 2010 ... Highlight 
of his Zero-1 run was a main-event bout against 
Shinjiro Otani ... Has feuds with Derek Wylde, 
Jonny Puma, and Brodie Lee ... Teamed with 
Kevin Grace until Grace turned against him. 


304 BRAVADO (5'10”, 210, 3, 
NL) Clean-living youngster from 


North Carolina is making a mark in Ring of Honor, 
teaming with his brother, Harlem ... Dorky duo 
channels the snarky heel attitude of The Fabulous 
Rougeau Brothers and is quickly becoming one of 
Ring of Honor’s top tag teams ... Make fun of their 
sweater vests if you will, but don’t you dare speak 
ill of their beloved grandma; she says they’re des- 
tined for greatness ... Finishers are the double- 
flapjack and the powerslam ... There’s always 
room for more on the Bravado Bandwagon. 
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305i BRAVADO (6’3”, 215, 3, 
NL) North Carolina native regularly 


teams with his brother, Lance ... The Bravado 
Brothers were named Carolina Independent Tag 
Team of the Year in 2008 and 2009 in fan polls ... 
Soft-spoken competitor graduated from the Ring of 
Honor Academy ... Has one of the best dropkicks 
on the independent scene today ... Competes in 
ROH and RESPECT ... Tag team finishers are the 
“Double Tar Hell” and the double flapjack. 


306 KAGE (6’1”, 201, 10, NL) 
“The War Hawk’ is the reigning Mil- 


lennium Wrestling Federation (Boston) Southern 
heavyweight champion ... Has also gone by the 
nickname “Stalker” ... Tapped to The Iron Sheik’s 
camel clutch in what was billed as the former 
WWF champion’s retire- 
ment match in 2010 ... 
Acquired the managerial 
services of Paul Bearer ... 
Veteran is based in New 
England, but has compet- 
ed all over the country, 
including an appearance in 


TNA several years ago. 


30 KIJIMUNA 
(579%, 1:78, 
11, NL) The former Dingo F 
Cannon has moved from 
his native Australia to 
Japan, where he competes jf 
in Okinawa Pro Wrestling 
and New Japan ... Named 
after a mythological Japa- 
nese wood spirit known for 
playing pranks on humans 
... Wears bright red ring attire and a horned mask 
... Trained under the Hart family in Calgary early 
in his career ... Has formed a popular tag team 
with Jushin Liger ... Agile competitor with a strong 
amateur background. 


308)" LAWRENCE (5'10”, 184, 8, 
NL) Put an end to Silas Young’s 


16-month AAW heavyweight title reign by surpris- 
ing him with a crucifix for the winning pinfall in 
March ... Upset win was AAW’s feel-good moment 
of the year ... Prefers to be referred to as “Leg- 
endary” Dan Lawrence ...Also competes in 
Dreamwave, though he has yet to collect title gold 
in that promotion. 
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3090" CAGE (5°10”, 190, 4, NL) 
Teams with Alex Castle as The Ken- 
tucky Buffet ... Has wrestled in IWA Unlimited, 
Dreamwave, Magnum Pro Wrestling, Insanity Pro 
Wrestling, and |WA: Mid South ... Two-time IWA 
Unlimited tag team champion ... Trained by Mr. 
Hughes and Elix Skipper, with additional training 
from Davey Richards, Bryan Danielson, and Tracy 
Smothers ... Scored a big singles win over Rico- 
chet ... Signature moves are the Tiger Bomb and 
the “Golden Gate Swing.” 


© 31 SILAS YOUNG (5'10”, 205, 


9, 335) Former NWA-Midwest 
heavyweight champion is on a collision course with 
the AAW champion Dan Lawrence ... Also com- 
petes in Dreamwave Wresiling ... Anative of Green 
Bay, Wisconsin ... Has feuded with 
Tyler Black, Egotistico Fantastico, 
The Sheik, and Austin Aries ... Was 
briefly signed to a WWE develop- 
mental contract ... Has also 
appeared in Ring of Honor ... Hails 
from “21 Jump Street” ... Has an 
impressive 450 zero-gravity splash 
and a standing shooting-star press. 


21 CRAIG CLASSIC 
(5’7”, 185, 6, NL) 
Florida-based wrestler is making a 

name for himself throughout the 

Southeast as well as Japan, where 

he has competed in both Big Japan 

and Zero1 ... Currently holds the 

NWA junior heavyweight title, which 

he has defended both in Japan and 

the U.S. ... Also held the NWA-Flor- 

ida junior heavyweight title ... Influ- 

ences include The Dynamite Kid and Chris Benoit, 
which is apparent by his strong-style approach ... 
Submission specialist has a wicked German suplex. 


31 SHANE HOLLISTER (5°8”, 175, 8, 


NL) Davenport, lowa, native is a top 
contender to the AAW heavyweight title ... 
Trained by Danny Daniels ... Competed in the 
2009 CHIKARA Young Lions Cup tournament ... 
Scored a big win over Tyler Black in 2010 ... Also 
competes in Dreamwave Wrestling and has 
appeared in Combat Zone Wrestling and IWA: 
Mid-South ... He is a former NWA-lowa heavy- 
weight champion ... Exciting fan favorite is one of 
Chi-Town’s best and brightest future stars. 


31 BRANDON LOCKE (6°, 220, 7, 328) 
That’s right—Brandon Locke was 
number 328 in last year’s “PW/ 500,” though a 
layout snafu left him out of the magazine ... If 
you’re reading this, it didn’t happen again! ... 
Competing in Chaotic Wrestling ... Was the final 
New England Championship Wrestling heavy- 
4g-~=«Weight champion, having defeated Max Bauer for 
that belt in February ... Known as “The Real Deal” 
.. Adept counter-wrestler has exceptional bal- 
ance and awareness, allowing him to reverse 
throws into spinebusters or explosive slams. 


31 Gq suear DUNKERTON (5"10”, 186, 

3, NL) The would-be Harlem Globe- 
trotter is an all-around entertainer ... Teams with 
Dasher Hatfield as The Throwbacks in CHIKARA ... 
Straight out of the ABA, Dunkerton is all about ball- 
ing, dancing, and entertaining the fans with some of 
the most unique moves in wrestling, including his 
“Pants On The Ground” elbowdrop ... Has been 
known to start his matches with a tip-off ... Competed 
in the CHIKARA Young Lions Cup tournament. 


31 B Sivek WAGNER BROWN (6'2”, 

225, 14, NL) “The Undergound 
King” is proud to be a part of the new Urban 
Wrestling Federation ... Defeated Shelton Benja- 
min to win his second MWF heavyweight title in 
June ... Captured his second 2CW heavyweight 
title with a win over Brodie Lee in November 2010 
.. Well-rounded wrestler is an adept brawler with 
a variety of reliable wear-down holds and maneu- 
vers in his move set ... Was trained by Killer Kow- 
alski ... Finisher is a Sit- out spinebuster. 


es. 

a ©: 37 G MN CHAMBERS (o, 10, 
: 10, 308) 2009 ECWA Super 8 
tournament winner has earned comparisons to a 
young AJ Styles, both with his look and athletic 
wrestling style ... Has also wrestled in Ring of 
Honor, Maryland Championship Wrestling, NWA- 
Anarchy, and the Continental Wrestling Federation 
.. Competed in the 2011 Shane Shamrock Memo- 
rial Cup tournament ... Former ECWA Mid-Atlantic 
. and NWA-Anarchy Young Lions champion ... Fin- 
ishers are the “Big Bang Bomb” running Kryptonite 

Crunch and the “Surf’s Down” Tiger Driver. 


4 34 wf ROBERT ANTHONY (6'3”, 224, 10, 


341) The former Egotistic Fantastico 
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has put aside the mask 
and become one of the 
most unpopular men in 
Combat Zone Wrestling 
.. Held the CZW heavy- 
weight title for several 
months before losing it 
to Devon Moore ... Had 
extensive feuds with Jon 
Moxley and Nick Gage over the past year ... Mid- 
western standout was previously under a WWE 
developmental contract ... WWE’s loss is the 
indies’ gain, as Anthony is one of the most innova- 
tive and entertaining wrestlers on the circuit. 


31 ROBBIE MCALLISTER (6°, 240, 11, 

303) The hirsute Highlander is still 
wrestling all over Canada in dozens of promotions 
.. Currently wrestling as a singles competitor, with- 
out Cousin Rory ... Powerhouse is a crowd favor- 
ite, and loves to humiliate opponents by putting his 
kilt over their heads ... Wears down foes with bat- 
tering axe handles and headbutts before putting 
them away with his “Scot Drop” double-underhook 
piledriver ... Rugged competitor and viable title 
contender everywhere he appears. 


31 TJ. PERKINS (5°9”, 172, 11, 336) 


California cruiserweight is also known 
for his masked persona of Puma ... Has wrestled in 
WWE, TNA, and Ring of Honor ... Began competing 
for Dragon Gate USA and EVOLVE ... Faced Colt 
Cabana in ROH’s Final Battle 2010 iPPV ... Trav- 
eled to Japan in May to take part in the New Japan 
Pro Wrestling best of the Super Juniors tournament 
... Won three of his eight matches in the round-rob- 
in stage of the first round, finishing seventh out of 
nine wrestlers and preventing him from advancing. 


SU LLOWICKED (6’1”, 195, 9, 276) 
Masked man from Sleepy Hollow has 
wrestled in Ring of Honor, CHIKARA, Full Impact 
Pro, and IWA: Mid-South, and has recently 
branched out to Dragon Gate USA and EVOLVE ... 
Teamed with Mike Quackenbush, Jigsaw, and the 
Open the Dream Gate champion Masato Yoshino 
to defeat Kamikaze USA’s YAMATO, Gran Akuma, 
Akira Tozawa, and Jon Moxley in an eight-man 
elimination tag team match at Enter the Dragon 
2010 ... Describes his style as “Japanese junior 
heavyweight with a lucha influence.” 
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321 CLIFF COMPTON (6°1”, 211, 13, 
NL) The former Domino has 
returned to Ohio Valley Wrestling and dubbed 
himself “Mr. Media” ... Claims to be “The World's 
Most Famous Celebrity” ... Won the OVW heavy 
weight title in January and held it for two months 
before dropping it to Mike Mondo ... Regained the 
belt but quickly lost it to Elvis Pridemoore 


32a PAYSAN (5'10”, 189, 12, 362) 
The purveyor of “The Wop Drop” ts 


one of Quebec's most decorated wrestlers ... Tal- 
ented cruiserweight has competed across Canada 
and into the U.S. ... He is a two-time International 
Wrestling champion and a two-time Northern 
Championship Wrestling heavyweight champion 

. Other signature moves include the standing 
moonsault and the “Bada Bing” backbreaker ... 
Would-be “goodfella” goes by the nickname 
“Untouchable” ... Winner of the 2003 NCW Young 


Lions Cup. 

3 ROBBIE GILMORE (5°11”, 205, 6, 
442) “The Rockstar’ is the first three- 

time Pro Wrestling Alliance (Houston) heavyweight 

champion ... Also won the PWA tag team title ... 

Worked several WWE dark matches and was evalu- 

ated by WWE talent scouts ... Favorite moves 

include the “Platinum Hit” reverse lungblower, the 

“Stairway To Heaven” invert- 

ed pumphandle driver, and 

the “Adrenaline Shot” top- 

rope elbowdrop ... Prides 

himself on delivering memo- 

rable matches every time he 

steps into the ring, regardless 

of the size of the audience. 


3 MAX BAUER 

(6’5”, 271, 6, 
NL) Massive brawler held 
the New England Champi- 
onship Wrestling heavy- 
weight title for 22 months 
until losing it to Brandon 
Locke Currently holds 
the Chaotic Wrestling New 
England title and is a three-time former Chaotic 
tag team champion ... “The Enforcer” is a big fan 
of Arn Anderson and uses the spinebuster as a 
finisher as a tribute ... Previously competed as 
Max Von Bauer, teaming with Kermon the Ger- 
man in the ECWA. 
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3 N8 MATTSON (6, 210, 15, 253) 

“Amazing N8” isn’t making many 
friends in Pro Wrestling Ohio as he constantly pro- 
claims Michigan’s superiority to The Buckeye State 
... Vanished from PWO for a bit after dropping the 
TV title to Aaron Draven, but won the tag team title 
after his return, teaming with protégé Benjamin 
Boone ... Held the PWO Wrestlerama trophy for 
one year ... Has a variety of moves to finish oppo- 
nents, including a codebreaker called “The Big 
Blue Buster” as well as a figure-four leglock. 


3 BRIAN MILONAS (6'4”, 340, 10, 


482) “The Kingpin” is a two-time 
Chaotic Wrestling champion, a two-time Chaotic 
New England champion, and a three-time Cha- 
otic tag team champion ... Dropped the CW title 
to Handsome Johnny in June, ending the longest 
reign in the promotion’s history ... Throws his 
weight around with his “Baldo Bomb” finisher ... 
Serves as one of the main trainers at the Cha- 
otic Training Center ... Big man has feuded with 
Tommaso Ciampa, The Logan Brothers, and 
Chase Del Monte. 


© D7 Mi sHANAD ALL WAEZ 
220, 3, NL) The son of wealth 
and privilege, Ali Vaez was born into prestige in 
Iran, but left it all behind to seek fame and fortune 
in Ohio Valley Wrestling ... Arrogant 
competitor has made very few fans 
in Kentucky ... Adopted the camel 
clutch as his finishing move as a trib- 
ute to his ethnic roots ... Also utilizes 
a running neckbreaker, which serves 
as an effective set-up to the camel 
clutch ... Four-time OVW TV cham- 


pion. 
3 WES BRISCO 
(5'10”, 214, 2, 452) 
The son of WWE Hall of Famer 
Gerald Brisco (and nephew of Jack 
Brisco) teamed with Xavier Woods 
to win the Florida Championship 
Wrestling tag title ... Was forced to 
vacate that title due to injury ... 
Profile was removed form the FCW website short- 
ly before deadline, prompting speculation that he 
had been released from his WWE developmental 
contract ... Former professional wakeboarder is 
an extreme sports junky and was an accom- 
plished amateur wrestler. 
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BRANDON ESPINOSA (5°10”, 

180, 6, NL) Bills himself as “The 
32 Espinosa,” apparently to prevent any 
confusion ... Defeated Jimmy Jacobs in the finals 
to win Pro Wrestling Epic’s Epic 8 tournament ... 
Teamed with Mike Sydal and Ace Hawkins to win 
a six-man tag bout in Ring of Honor ... Was a 
nominee for Missouri Wrestling Revival’s Wrestler 
of the Year award for 2010 ... Teams with Sydal 
as Babewatch ... Finishing move is The Close Up 
knockout punch and the Trendsetter slam. 


330! COTTONWOOD (7°, 313, 3, 
472) FCW giant made his WWE 


debut as a contestant on the second season of 
NXT with John Morrison as his mentor ... Highlight 
of his WWE tenure proved to be a bizarre promo 
on mustaches, not his matches ... Billed as being 
from the Kellogg’s Sanitarium mental institution ... 
Seven-footer is a former professional basketball 
player ... Favorite finisher is a reverse chokeslam 
facebuster ... Fizzled in his first WWE run, but has 
the size to become a contender someday. 


33 ARRICK ANDREWS (6°, 215, 10, 
NL) “The Dragon’ is one of the top 
contenders for the NWA heavyweight title ... The 
reigning NWA-Tennessee champion also competes 
in NWA-Top Rope, NWA-Main Event, Old School 
Wrestling, and several other promotions throughout 
the Southeast ... Former NWA-Main Event X division 
champion ... Adaptable competitor recently compet- 
ed for TNA ... Finishing moves include the “Wham 
Bam Thank You Ma’am” and the Dragon sleeper. 


Ded 2 UE SEAN BISHOP (6’6”, 242, 3, 
NL) “The Black Stallion” hails from 


the west side of Aurora, Illinois, but now calls 
Tampa and Florida Championship Wrestling home 
.. Blues lover is looking to introduce the WWE 
Universe to his “Midwest swang” with his rapping 
and singing ... Competed in WWA4 as Navy Blue, 
appearing throughout Georgia, Alabama, and Illi- 
nois ... Had a few matches in TNA prior to signing 
a WWE developmental contract ... Personal motto 
is: “If you can’t beat ’em fairly, then just beat ’em.” 


SAMUEL ELIAS (6°4”, 240, 3, 439) 
Pittsburgh native had a brief run in 
Florida Championship Wrestling, where he com- 
peted as Buddy Stetcher ... Based out of Far 


North Wrestling and Warrior 1 Wrestling, where 
he held the Ches-A-Rena title, which was defend- 
ed under 24/7 rules while in that facility ... Defeat- 
ed his mentor, Sterling James Keenan, in Sep- 
tember 2010 ... Old-school heel loves being 
flashy and called “Sweetness.” 


CHRIS ROCKWELL (5°10”, 190, 

10, 434) One-half of The Midnight 
Sensations with Sam Shields ... Held the Pro Wres- 
tling World-1 heavyweight title and was named 
World-1 MVP for 2010 ... “Complex” Chris Rockwell 
and “Sharp” Sam Shields have been compared to 
such fluid tag teams as The Midnight Express and 
The New Breed ... Was trained by Jimmy Snuka, 
Nunzio, and Simon Diamond ... Has had tryouts 
with both WWE and TNA... Finishers are the Pain- 
ful to Watch splash and a leaping flatliner. 


mC aC st MAVERICK (6’, 217, 10, 349) 
Well-traveled veteran recently com- 


peted in his first bodybuilding show, the Mr. India- 
napolis competition ... Made a handful of appear- 
ances in WWE this year, including a competitive 
match against Alberto Del Rio ... Has held the 
ECWP, TLW, and NWS heavyweight title, and the 
PTW heavyweight and tag titles this year ... 
Favorite moves are the Ratings Spike neckbreak- 
er and the Knot Going Anywhere submission lock 
.. Also has a lethal superkick. 


(a) ZF INDER MAHAL (02, 20, 

7, NL) Mahal is of Indian 
descent, but cut his teeth in Western Canada, 
competing for Stampede Wrestling and Great 
North Wrestling before joining Florida Champion- 
ship Wrestling in early-2010 ... Debuted in WWE 
in April 2011, chastising Ranjin Singh for “misman- 
aging” The Great Khali ... Used a Death Valley 
driver in FCW, but has adopted a full-nelson slam 
since debuting in WWE ... He is the nephew of 
Gama Singh ... Former Prairie Wrestling Alliance 
heavyweight champion. 
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333 / DONNY MARLOW (6°, 242, 3, NL) 
Florida Championship Wrestling 


competitor has a royal pedigree as the son of King 
Haku ... Born and raised in Honolulu, he began 
training for wrestling after graduating from college 
... Powerhouse has inherited his father’s tough- 
ness and natural strength ... Formed a formidable 
tag team with Brodus Clay in FCW ... High-impact 
striker finishes opponents with the Samoan drop. 


Doe LEHANE RUSEV (6'3”, 304, 3, 
NL) Barrel-chested Bulgarian is com- 


peting in Florida Championship Wrestling ... 
Known as “The Russian Gladiator” ... Previously 
competed as Miroslav “The Bashing Bulgarian” 
Makarov on the California inde- 

pendent circuit ... Claims to be the 

strongest man in Europe and Asia 

... Anti-American stance has made 

him an unpopular competitor, as 

has his habit of speaking Russian 

during interviews ... Trained by 

Rikishi ... Physical freak can leap- 

frog opponents and is skilled in 
ground-and-pound tactics. 


330%"! HAWKINS 
(5’7”, 175, 1, NL) 
Missouri grappler has had a tre- 
mendous rookie year, wrestling in 
more than 20 different promotions, 
including Ring of Honor ... Com- § 
peted in the NWA-Midwest X divi- 
sion tournament ... Also unsuc- 
cessfully challenged for both the MMWA-SICW 
junior heavyweight title and the PWE tag team title 
... Frequently teams with the Brandon Espinosa ... 
Favorite moves are the “AceCrusher” (a flipping 
cutter) and the “AirHawkins” springboard Swanton 
bomb ... Exiting newcomer is one to watch. 


340% CALLAWAY (5°10”, 185, 5, 
NL) The effeminate Callaway has 


been impressive in Maryland Championship Wres- 
tling ... Participated in a six-man “Battle Of The 
Blogs” match, teaming with Ronnie Zukko and Balti- 
more Sun columnist Kevin Eck against Fed-Up and 
Sun columnist Peter Schmuck ... Won the Eastern 
Wrestling Alliance tag team title ... Debuted in the 
ECWA, teaming with Bruce Maxwell to face Damian 
Dragon and Matt Saigon ... Favorite moves include 
the “Catch Me” cross-bodyblock, the snapmare front- 
handspring kick, and the “Fairy-Go-Round” slam. 
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341 JEROME HENDRIX (6°, 235, 13, 
NL) Florida wrestler went 5-0 in 
Wrestling for a Cause matches in 2010, including 
two wins over Chris Gray ... Currently holds the 
Definitive Wrestling International heavyweight title 
... Feuded with The Highwaymen, Butch Long, 
and Marc Mandrake ... Technical wrestler has a 
strong ground game and is considered by some 
to be one of the most underrated wrestlers in Flor- 
ida ... Faced Tito Santana in a featured match in 
Reading, Pennsylvania. 


34. THE BLUE MEANIE (6'1”, 330, 17, 


321) Still one of the more colorful 

and mischievous characters in wrestling ... 
Appears on many independent 
shows, including TWA and AAW 
... Frequently teams with Kid 
America in the TWA ... Main fin- 
ishing moves are the. “Mean- 
iesault” and the DDT ... Will 
appear alongside Joey Fatone 
from N*Sync and Danica McKel- 
lar from The Wonder Years in a 
movie called Mancation, which 

f) is scheduled for a fall release. 


O343i Ini! 
RIDGE 
(6’3”’, 188, 2, NL) Lanky Staten 
Island native has earned the odd 
) nickname of “Right Leg” ... After 
breaking the leg, his tendons 
healed too tightly, allowing him 
to kick with more force and to jump higher than he 
could before sustaining the injury ... Don’t try that 
at home, kids ... Has won various martial arts 
medals for breaking wood and concrete blocks, 
and now uses that power in the ring ... Favorite 
moves are the super kick, Yakuza kick, and a 
high-velocity knee strike. 


C.J. ESPARZA (5’s”, 188, 5, NL) 


One-half of the team Zero Gravity 
along with Brett Gakiya ... The team won the 
Dreamwave tag team title for a second time in 
April, winning a triple-threat tables match against 
If Looks Could Kill and The Beck Family ... The 
duo has held the AAW tag team title since Octo- 
ber 2010 when they beat The House of Truth ... 
Esparza is the larger member of the team and 
provides the muscle ... The team has had an 
ongoing rivalry with Irish Airborne. 


345i MONDO (5's”, 229, 9, 306) 


345" former WWE tag team cham- 
pion (as Mikey in The Spirit Squad) is one of the 
cornerstones of Ohio Valley Wrestling ... Has held 
the OVW heavyweight (twice), TV, and Southern 
tag team titles (with Turcan Celik) ... Also com- 
peted for ROH this past year, facing Delirious, 
Grizzly Redwood, and Colt Cabana ... Serves as 
a trainer at the OVW school ... Technically gifted 
grappler has an arsenal of effective finishers, 
including the facebuster and the senton bomb. 


346 riotaN (5°8”, 165, 4, NL) 
CHIKARA-based competitor toured 


Japan in 2010 with Zero-1 ... Regularly teams 
with Amasis as The Osirian Portal ... This man- 
snake uses his snake charmer’s dance to hypno- 
tize opponents, often leading to an impromptu 
dance-off ... Was featured on ESPN’s Around The 
Horn after he hypnotized Joe Gacy and Ryan 
Slater in CZW ... Finishing moves include the 
“Egyptian Destroyer” front-flip piledriver and the 
“Death Grip” cobra clutch with bodyscissors. 


34. DIEGO CORLEONE (6°2”, 210, 10, 


NL) “The Strangler” is a disturbing 
individual Known for his black facepaint and his 
sadistic actions inside the ring ... Competes in sev- 
eral promotions around Chicago ... Has faced such 
notables as “Hacksaw” Jim Duggan, Brutus Beef- 
cake, and Shark Boy ... Finishing move is the Sicil- 
ian Strangle ... Frightening man enjoys choking the 
life out of opponents with his ever-present noose 
.. Dark and deranged individual with a nasty dis- 
position, intensity, and raw size and strength. 


348". EWANS (6'2” 180, 10, NL) Long- 
time Texas competitor recently 


debuted in Ring of Honor as the legal counsel of 
Price Nana and The Embassy ... Previously held the 
Anarchy Championship Wrestling heavyweight title 
(as Robert Evans) until dropping it to Matthew Palm- 

r ... Apparently, he passed the bar after a corre- 
spondence course at the Clarence Mason School of 
Law ... The supposed barrister has filed a suit 
against Homicide and is trying to have the former 
ROH champion booted out of the promotion for good. 


a4 oimasis (5°9”, 175, 4, NL) Part of 
The Osirian Portal, along with Ophid- 


ian and Hieracon ... Became a viral video star 


when footage of he 
and Ophidian hyp- 
notizing Joe Gacy 
and Ryan Slater 
went mainstream 
as “The Most Illegal 
Thing In Wrestling 
History” ... Athletic 
competitor is the 
best break-dancing 
Egyptian we’ve 
ever seen ... Signature moves include the 
450-splash, the “Egyptian Conniption” crucifix into 
a STO, and the Twist of Funk sit-out facebuster. 


350" O'REILLY (6°1”, 210, 8, 425) 
Bare-knuckle fighting, hard-drinking 


Irishman fulfilled his dream by competing for All 
Japan this year ... Teamed with fellow Ontario, 
Canada, native Shawn Spears to face AJPW All- 
Asia tag team champions Manabu Soya and 
Seiya Sanada at Korukuen Hall ... Japanese tour 
was cut short by the tsunami ... Currently teaming 
with Anthony Darko as The Piss Beaters ... 
Favorite moves are the “Celtic Knot Cobra Clutch 
Crippler Crossface” and the “Blessed Hellride” 
pump-handle brainbuster. 


(4) QB MitBY MACK cot 18, 
11, 377) “Krazy K” is one-half 
of Team Macktion, with brother T.J. ... South Caro- 
lina native was trained by The Hardy Boyz ... Kirby 
is the senior member of the team and is generally 
considered to be the ring general of the brothers ... 
Finishing move is the “Overdose,” an inverted leg- 
drop bulldog into a split-legged pin ... An accom- 
plished singles wrestler, he’s also appeared in 
WWE, TNA, and ROH ... Signature moves include 
the 450-splash, inverted STO, and reverse STF. 


35 BRETT GAKIYA (5’6”, 167, 5, NL) 


“The Asian Sensation” is small, but 
is considered one of the finest aerialists in the 
Midwest based on his innovative attacks and fear- 
lessness ... Teams with C.J. Esparza as Zero 
Gravity ... Zero Gravity is the top team in the Chi- 
cago area, winning the tag team title in both 
Dreamwave and AAW ... Gakiya and Esparza 
decided to team up after facing each other in 
numerous singles matches and establishing a 
mutual respect. 


Photo by Tim Walker 
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353 BOZ (6°1”, 225, 15, NL) “The 
Unsigned Superstar” hails from Chi- 


cago and competes for several Chicago-area pro- 
motions, including Chicago Style Wrestling and 
NWA-Lucha Chicago ... Has appeared on WWE 
television several times but is still striving for the 
elusive WWE contract ... Notable opponents include 
Daniel Bryan, John Bradshaw Layfield, Christopher 
Daniels, and Cryme Time ... Main finishing move is 
the superkick ... Athletic competitor keeps oppo- 
nents off-balance with rapid takedowns, deep arm- 
drags, and a superkick that’s always queued up. 


354) CRIST (5'7”, 195, 8, NL) 
One-half of Irish Airborne with broth- 


er Dave ... Previously competed as Crazy J ... 
Won the Juggalo Championship 
Wrestling tag team title as the Ring 
Rydas (Jake is Ring Ryda Red) ... 
Has held the Heartland Wrestling 
Association heavyweight title and 
won the Heartland Cup ... Duo from 
Dublin, Ohio, has competed for 
ROH, AAW, and IPW ... Former 
backyard wrestlers were trained by 
Cody Hawk and Matt Stryker. 


355." TREZNIK (6°, 
215, 4, NL) One of the 
most unorthodox and innovative wres- 
tlers on the independent circuit today 
.. Detroit native says he has spent his 
life studying wrestling and has invent- 
ed a variety of elixirs that give him 
unique abilities for each opponent ... 
Won the CLASH tag team title with his partner, Ded 
Vaughn ... Convinced Raven to join his diabolical 
H8RD faction in Ohio’s HYBRID Wrestling ... “The 
Mad Scientist” uses his “Goo Punch” neckbreaker/ 
fistdrop combo and his “Bus Driver” arm-wringer 
STO facebuster to overcome foes. 


356" HYDE (6'4”, 300, 10, NL) “The 
Lariat” is not only the most hated 


man in Combat Zone Wrestling, but he’s also the 
boss ... Was appointed commissioner of ECWA, 
further expanding his power base ... Big man from 
Omaha, Nebraska, is a three-time CZW New Hor- 
ror champion ...Won the 2009 CZW Tournament of 
Death ... In the midst of a bloody feud with Sami 
Callihan ... Has completed four tours of Japan with 
Big Japan and is working to expand CZW interna- 
tionally ... Finisher is the “Summoning Lariat.” 


Photo by Steve Beyer 


357°" BISBAL (5°10”, 185, 2, NL) 
“The Latin Braveheart” hails from 


Ponce, Puerto Rico, but now competes in the 
New England area ... Trained under Antonio “The 
Promise” Thomas ... Was the final New England 
Championship Wrestling TV champion, winning a 
battle royal to claim the vacant title in October 
2010 ... Has also competed in Chaotic Wrestling 


and toured his native Puerto Rico, where he has 
held the IWA hardcore title (three times) and the 
junior heavyweight title (twice). 


358". MACK (5°10”, 179, 10, 371) 
One-half of Team Macktion, with 


brother Kirby ... Known as “The Encore,” the 
younger Mack dazzles fans with his springboard 
backflip facelook inverted DDT, 
which is both visually stunning 
and almost always signifies the 
end of the match ... Previously 
competed as the nebbish Dexter 
Poindexter ... Former AWA light 
heavyweight champion, beating 
his own brother for that title ... 
Particularly popular with female 
fans, both for his good looks and 
his flashy in-ring style. 


@359us 
e [ (5’11”’, 210, 
; ) 7, NL) Former Ohio Valley Wres- 
tling TV and Southern tag team 
champion bills himself as “The 
World’s Most Beautiful Profes- 
sional Wrestler” and refers to his 
fans as “Paresytes” ... Usually accompanied by 
his man-servant, C.J. Lane ... Previously com- 
peted as The Kamikaze Kid ... Takes gender- 
bending to new levels with his flamboyant make- 
up and effeminate antics. 


360 NEVADA (5°11”, 220, 18, 
394) “Mr. Beefy Goodness” wrote 


the book on wrestling in the Canadian West—lit- 
erally ... Held three different titles in three prov- 
inces simultaneously (All Star Wrestling Trans- 
Canada in British Columbia, Monster Pro Wres- 
tling in Alberta, and Gold Dragon Wrestling in 
Saskatchewan) ... Amember of “Greatness On 
Demand” along with Mark Posey and Michelle 
Starr ... Hardworking wrestler is also an award- 
winning wrestling historian with an encyclopedic 
knowledge of the mat game. 
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361 SHANE HASTE (6'2”, 225, 8, 374) 
Flashy Australian recently complet- 


ed a tour of Japan with Pro Wrestling NOAH ... 
Has also competed in the United States, touring 
the West Coast indy circuit in 2009 ... Charismat- 
ic and athletic competitor has a wicked leg lariat 
and a sensational 630-splash from the top rope to 
the floor ... Comes off the top of a steel cage with 
an insane frog splash ... Was voted Best Wrestler 
in Western Australia in 2007 fan polls. 


362 ian THE MOBSTER (62°, 
235, 14, 356) One of Montreal’s all- 


time most popular wrestlers ... Beat Darkko and 
Sunny War Cloud in a three-way in June ...Was 
also on the winning side in a six-man tag, with 
The Flatliners against Sexxxy Eddy, Jeremy 
Prophet, and Carl Leduc ... Beat Kevin Steen in 
Quebec City for NSPW as well as Sylvain Grenier 
for TUW in Thetford Mines ... Became top con- 
tender for vacant ToW title... Also wrestled for 
Maximum Pro Wrestling in Ontario ... Has had 
several WWE tryouts in recent years. 


36a iN DORADO (5:7”, 170, 4, 239) 
Native of San Juan, Puerto Rico, 


made it to the finals of the eighth annual CHIKA- 
RA Young Lions Cup tournament, ultimately losing 
to Frightmare ... Completed his first tour of Japan 
with Osaka Pro Wrestling in October 2010 ... “The 
Golden Lynx Of Lucha Libre” is competing on the 
Northeast independent circuit ... His daredevil 
style—as seen with his “Lynxsault” no-handed 
springboard moonsault and shooting-star press— 
has resulted in some scary injuries in the past. 


364 CRIST (5’9”, 198, 8, NL) 
One-half of Irish Airborne with brother 


Jake ... Previously wrestled as Lotus ... The broth- 
ers also compete under masks as the Ring Rydas, 
and won the Juggalo Championship Wrestling tag 
team championship under that moniker (Dave is 
Ring Ryda Blue) ... Tag team finisher is the “Irish Air 
Raid,” where Dave executes a diving stomp to an 
opponent’s head, followed by Jake dropping the vic- 
tim from a fireman’s carry onto Dave’s knees. 


©365! SEBASTIAN (6°3”, 
210, 5, NL) The 21-year-old 
based in Vancouver, British Columbia, was named 
Future Legend by the Cauliflower Alley Club ... 


Recently compet- 
ed for Japan’s 
Smash Wrestling 
promotion, scor- 
ing a win over 
Tajiri in his debut 
... Has toured the 
Canadian Mari- 
times, including 
the infamous Tony 
Condello “North- 
ern Hell Tour” ... High-flying competitor is wildly 
popular and is poised to make a big impact over 
the next few years. 


366 MOORE (5°10”, 180,10, 
NL) The reigning Combat Zone 


Wrestling champion defeated Robert Anthony for 
that title, ending a long-running feud between the 
two ... The ultimate underdog, Moore has won over 
the Philadelphia faithful with his guts and persever- 
ance ... Two-time former Pro Wrestling Unplugged 
champion ... Retired his best friend and former tag 
team partner, Drew Blood ... Student of Trent Acid 
... Was the sole survivor of Cage of Death 12 ... 
Finisher is the shooting-star press. 


36 / itt (6°1”, 237, 11, 381) One- 
half of Canada’s most decorated tag 


team, The Flatliners, along with Matt Burns ... 
Toronto native completed a tour of Japan in July 
2010, competing in Osaka Pro Wrestling ... Has 
also wrestled in Australia, the United Kingdom, 
Korea, New Zealand, and the U.S. ... Won the CWI 
tag team title by beating The Highlanders and the 
New Age Outlaws ... Competed on a show in Brant- 
ford, Ontario, which featured Hulk Hogan ... Ven- 
tured to Empire State Wrestling, where he defeated 
Freddie Midnight in Midnight’s retirement match. 


368 ou HOLLIS (5°7”, 187, 2, 459) 
Young Alabaman is heating up the 


NWA-Mid-Atlantic indy scene and has drawn com- 
parisons to a young AJ Styles (especially with his 
Pele kick) ... Won the NWA-Tennessee junior 
heavyweight and Ultimate NWA tag team titles ... 
Was a runner-up in the 2010 PW/ Rookie of the 
Year voting ... Unsuccessfully challenged the 
much larger Bull Buchanan for the NWA-RPW 
heavyweight title in June ... Favorite submission 
move is a Satellite crossface. 


369 SYDAL (5°9", 170, 4, 447) 
The kid brother of Evan Bourne is 


making a name for himself on the independent 
scene ... 2009 PW/ Rookie of the Year had a scare 
in March when he landed badly on a shooting star 
press, injuring his neck and putting him out of 
action for two months ... Has made a full recovery 
and is back to his high-flying self ... St. Louis 
native has competed throughout the Midwest and 
appeared in Ring of Honor ... Wrestles with the 
same aerial artistry and daredevil mentality that 
helped make his big brother a WWE superstar. 
RUSH (5°11”, 190, 7, NL) 


3/Q%" “The Adrenaline” Rush is the 


reigning New York Wrestling Connection heavy- 
weight champion ... Defeated Alex 
Reynolds for that title after winning 
a “Joker’s Wild” battle royal at § 
NYWC’s Psycho Circus card, earn- I 
ing a title shot later that night ... | 
Fighting champion has successfully 
defended against Reynolds, Chris 
Forza, Tony Nese, and Dickie Rodz 
.. Also held the NYWC tag team 
title “Big Time” Tony Burma as the 
aptly named Big Time Rush. 


3/1 aon LEAKEE 


252, 1, NL) 
FCW competitor is the latest mem- 
ber of the Anoa’i clan to try his 
hand in the ring ... The son of Sika the Wild 
Samoan played defensive tackle at Georgia Tech 
and went on to play for the Minnesota Vikings, the 
Jacksonville Jaguars, and the Edmonton Eskimos 
of the CFL ... Signed a WWE developmental con- 
tract in July 2010 ... Blessed with a combination 
of natural size, charisma, athleticism, and intel- 
lect, making him one of the fastest rising stars in 
the WWE developmental system. 


my 4 BURNS (5°11”, 230, 9, 376) 
One-half of Ontario’s most decorated 
tag team, The Flatliners, along with Asylum ... 
Defeated The New Age Outlaws and The Highland- 
ers to win the CWI tag team title ... Also competed 
in Ring of Honor, FIP, and several promotions 
throughout the U.S. and Canada ... Unsuccessfully 
challenged for the NWA tag team title ... Caught the 
eye of Hulk Hogan when Hogan appeared on an 
indy card in Brantford, Ontario ... Singles finisher is 
a backpack stunner or crossface. 
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3fai' WALKER (6°10, 310, 5, 
NL) Massive FCW competitor is a 
former IPW New Zealand heavyweight champion 
.. Auckland native won the “New Zealand’s Stron- 
gest Man” competition in 2004 and 2005 and actu- 
ally broke a world record by running through the 
most panes of glass in one minute ... Previously 
competed as Reuben de Jong, but adopted the 
name Russell Walker after signing a WWE devel- 
opmental deal in February ... Has experience in 
professional kickboxing and mixed martial arts. 
GRACE (5'9”, 186, 10, 382) 


3 /4iune fan favorite stunned his 


fans when he attacked tag team partner Pepper 
Parks in Empire State Wrestling ... Former ESW 
heavyweight, Interstate, and tag 
team champion had grown frus- 
trated and lashed out at Parks 
.. One-third of The All-Knight- 
ers, along with Joey Knight and 
Robin Knightwing ... Justin Tim- 
=) berlake lookalike always brings 
the crowd to its feet with his 
dancing and outrageous ring 
entrances ... Finisher is a 
wheelbarrow sit-out slam he 
calls The Perfect Stranger. 


3/5 REVOLVER 


(6’1’’, 221, 8, NL) One-half of 
The Elite with Ted McNaler ... The Elite are three- 
time OVW Southern tag team champions and 
have held those belts longer than any other team 
in OVW history ... Claims to hail from “The Upper 
Crust” and has an affinity for expensive suits and 
the finer things in life ... Uses a Russian leg 
sweep (often in conjunction with McNaler’s spear) 
to put away opponents ... The fisherman’s suplex 
is another favored finisher. 


3/6 WALTERS (5°10”, 195, 7, 


NL) Asheville, North Carolina, 
native teams with Derrick Driver as The New 
Wave ... Tag team finishers are the Unskinny Bop 
moonsault/side slam and Double Vision Spanish 
Fly ... They are two-time NWA-Anarchy tag team 
champions ... Has held the HVW and RWA 
heavyweight titles as a singles competitor over 
the past year, beating TNA’s Gunner for the RWA 
strap ... Has also scored wins over Chris Ham- 
rick, Lodi, and Reid Flair this past year. 


314 SHIELDS (5°10”, 195, 10, NL) 
One-half of The Midnight Sensations 
with Chris Rockwell ... Won the World1 North 
American title ... Prefers working over opponents 
with a variety of suplexes, including a Titan T-bone 
suplex and Northern Lights suplex ... Also uses a 
sunset flip bomb and a sit-out hooking clothesline 
from the top rope ... Competed in more than a 
dozen promotions over the past year ... A ladder 
match and TLC match specialist. 


sf 3/8 lY HAWOE (6, 186, 6, NL) 
" Hardcore specialist hails from “Cyl- 


inder, lowa” ... Based in Combat Zone Wrestling 
... Wrestled in the main event of CZW’s Cage of 
Death 11 card against Sami Callihan ... Recently 
a wrestled for Germany’s WXW promotion ... Was 
sidelined by an injury suffered at the hands of Cult 
Fiction, but is expected to return imminently ... 
Two-time CXW Ultraviolent Underground cham- 
pion and former Tournament of Death winner 
(2008) ... Main finisher is a Death Valley driver 
called the General Order 24. 


3/9 ROLLINS (6°2”, 230, 4, 278) 
The “Psycho” is one of the most 


unpredictable and unorthodox competitors on the 
Ontario independent circuit ... Fan favorite has cha- 
risma and a punk rock style ... Keeps opponents 
off-balance by goofing off and clowning around, 
and then unleashing a dazzling display of technical 
grappling, precision aerial attacks, and hardnosed 
brawling ... Seems to draw strength from absorbing 
punishment—the stiffer, the better ... Finisher is a 
vertical suplex into a Death Valley driver. 


380 McNALER (6°1”, 191, 
8, NL) Teams with Adam 
Revolver as The Elite in Ohio Valley Wrestling ... 
The duo has held the OVW Southern tag team 
title three times for a combined 261 days ... 
McNaler is cocky and nasty, known for having a 
chip on his shoulder and an explosive temper ... 
Likes to re-name his signature moves after him- 
self, such as The Ted Spear, The Double-Arm 
TedPlex, and The Flying McNaler ... Aggressive 
wrestler with a proven record of title success. 


or 381 SLATER (6°, 215, 8, 403) 


Australian competitor started wres- 
tling at the age of 15 after training under Aussie 


Photo by Steve Beyer 


legends Hart- 
ley Jackson 
and Col Der- 
vaney ... Has 
completed two 
tours of the 
western United 
States, and is 
back home 
Down Under ... Teams with A.J. Istria ... Signa- 
ture moves include the Slatality (an inverted face- 
lock into a Michinoku Driver Il), the Texas Clover- 
leaf, and a superkick he calls the Eat Your Dinner 
... Rugged competitor with a bruising style. 


382 KE MANNING (6°, 220, 7, NL) 
“The Man Scout’ is based in the Car- 


olinas and has ventured up and down the Atlantic 
Coast, competing in Northeast Wrestling and Full 
Impact Pro in Florida ... Overgrown Boy Scout is 
always prepared ... Had a lengthy feud with Ricky 
Steamboat Jr. in 2009 ... Received some valuable 
training from Ric Flair, as he served as one of Reid 
Flair’s training partners ... Signature moves include 
the End of the Trail power bomb over a knee and 
the Indian deathlock. 


383 McBRIDE (5°11”, 201, 5, 
348) “The Hotshot” captured the 


Maryland Championship Wrestling heavyweight 
title and earned his fourth consecutive listing in 
the “PWI/ 500” ... Also won the ACW heavyweight 
title and MCW Rage title this year ... Fighting 
Irishman won the 2009 Shane Shamrock Memo- 
rial Cup tournament ... Feuded with Steve Corino 
... Wrestled several matches dedicated to autism 
awareness ... Main moves are the 450-splash, 
Irish cloverleaf lock, and the Irish Car Bomb, a 
rolling Death Valley driver. 


334 BODHI (6’2”, 234, 11, 357) 
Former carnival freak is keeping 
busy on the independent scene ... Known as 
Kizarney during brief WWE run ... Lost to Jake 
Roberts in a bout billed as Roberts’ retirement 
match ... Debuted in CHIKARA ... Won the 
Straight Edge Wrestling Association heavyweight 
title for a fifth time ... Married former WWE Wom- 
en’s champion Stacy Carter in wrestling’s version 
of Beauty And The Beast ... A karate black belt, 
artist, writer, and consummate showman. 
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3835) ALEXANDER (6°, 234, 5, 
370) “The Ronin” resembles his 


mentor, Johnny Devine, more with every passing 
month—and that’s not a bad thing ... Hard-hitting, 
take-no-nonsense competitor is known for his stiff 
in-ring style and his tireless work ethic .,.. Hails 
from Toronto, Ontario ... Recently debuted in 
Ottawa’s C*4 promotion, where he won the tag 
team title ... Had a critically praised feud with vet- 
eran Ontario competitor The Hacker in Alpha-1 
Pro Wrestling ... Signature moves are the Tiger 
Bomb, the moonsault, and the 1.K.O. 


336 SLOODY HARKER DIRGE (5°11”, 
230, 16, NL) Veteran competitor has 


wrestled throughout the Midwest and 
did not suffer a single pinfall loss 
throughout 2010 ... Scored a pair of 
impressive victories over Sabu this 
past year, leading to an intense steel 
cage showdown ... Trained by “Exot- 
ic” Adrian Street ... Held the All World 
Wrestling league (Michigan) title ... 
Known for his resilience and sadistic 
offense ... Main finishers are the “Dirt 
Nap Sleeper” and the “Blood Drive” 
piledriver. 


387 CITY (6'2”, 220, 
4, NL) Would-be 
singing sensation is quickly mak- 
ing a name for himself as one of 
Canada’s greatest exports ... Based in Ontario, 
but has also competed in Maryland, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia ... Has 
been wrestling for only four years, but has victo- 
ries over Kyoshi, Cody Deaner, and Shawn 
Spears ... Held the Great Canadian Wrestling 
title, GCW Independent title, and Canadian Wres- 
tling Entertainment title ... Stars in the TV show 
Splatalot ... Jumping flatliner is his main finisher 


33883 SILWA (6’, 215, 5, NL) Secona- 
generation grappler had a breakout 


year in 2010 ... Left hometown of Montreal for Lou- 
isville to compete for Ohio Valley Wrestling ... Won 
the OVW TV title from Mohamad Ali Vaez, becoming 
the youngest TV champion in OVW history ... Also 
made ROH debut against Michael Elgin in Louisville 
.. Returned to Quebec after six months ... Also 
wrestled for AWE, where he had matches against 
Carlito and Jimmy Wang Yang ... Wrestles mainly 
for NCW and CRW in Montreal. 
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37.392 


(6'7”, 400, 9, 411) 
389" man from North Carolina 
is a former ECWA champion and member of the 
ECWA Hall of Fame ... Reunited championship tag 
team with Cha Cha Chance ... Lost the ECWA title 
under controversial circumstances when he was 
laid out by Mozart Fontaine, Tim Richards, and J.J. 
Crew Guy until a masked man made the save, 
then attacked Mega ... Turned out to be new 
ECWA Commissioner DJ Hyde, who called for an 
immediate title defense against Papadon ... The 
injured and exhausted Mega had no chance. 


390 1Y PUMA (5'11”, 210, 10, 369) 
The gold standard of wrestling 
excellence in Western New York, 
Puma has been embroiled in a 
nasty feud with “The Unholy” Ryot 
for most of the past year ... 
Declared war on clowns during his 
feud with Ryot’s face-painted man- 
ager, The Caesar ... Won the Max- 
imum Force Wrestling title and 
continues to reign as Apocalypse 
Wrestling Federation champion ... 
Creative competitor always finds 
new ways to hit his Jonny on the 
Spot inverted STO finisher. 
EPIC 


391 (5°11”, 212, 10, NL) 


“The Encore” has had a big year, 
earning wins over Jesse Neal, Shawn Spears, 
Biff Slater, Titan, and Simon Sez ... Hails from 
“The 3-0-3, by way of Strong Island” ... Has held 
the Vintage and ASW heavyweight titles ... 
Trained by Kahagas ... Also competed for NWA- 
Anarchy, NWA-Chaittanooga, and NWA-Top 
Rope ... Has a dangerous hanging neckbreaker 
from the top rope, which he sometimes follows 
with a double-stomp. 


392 WINDSOR (5'11”, 232, 13, 
NL) Florida standout has traveled 
the globe, competing for WWE, WCW, TNA, and 
in Japan and Mexico ... Won both the Vintage 
Wrestling and WXW tag team championships with 
Neil Faith ... Talented ring technician trained 
under Dory Funk dr. ... Main finishing moves 
include the spinning Ace Crusher and the super- 
kick ... Windsor is a suplex master with more than 
a dozen variations in his repertoire ... Has feuded 
with the Dark City Fight Club this year. 
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3 o 3 HI (6’4”, 265, 11, NL) Long- 

time Maryland Championship Wres- 
tling competitor finally achieved his career goal and 
won the company’s heavyweight title in May ... 
Defeated Tyler Hilton for the title when Commissioner 
Jimmy Cicero got involved and counted the winning 
pinfall to end Hilton’s reign of terror ... Miami native 
was trained by Afa the Wild Samoan ... Previously 
held the MCW Rage (TV) title for a 245-day run ... 
Finishing move is the Fireman Driver. 


3 ce 4 DEL MONTE (6'1”, 215, 7, 
390) Chase represented the Jersey 


Shore long before it was cool ... Formerly held the 
Chaotic Wrestling heavyweight and New England 
championships and ECWA heavyweight and Mid- 
Atlantic championhips ... Began teaming with Bryan 
Logan after Bryan’s brother Matt was attacked by a 
mystery assailant ... Del Monte revealed he had laid 
out Matt by blasting Bryan with a baseball bat and 
giving him a cradle piledriver on a guardrail ... The 
Del Monte/Logan feud is rocking New England. 


3 si 5 KION (5°9”, 190, 
8, NL) Filipino used trade- 


mark can of hairspray to blind Michael Fagade, who 
turned the tables and blinded him as well ... Won 
the 2011 Todd Pettengill Invitational Tournament, 
beating Tim Donst and Gregory Iron in the final ... 
Has received opportunities in Ring of Honor, Dragon 
Gate USA, and EVOLVE ... Also competed in the 
2011 ECWA Super 8 tournament, beating Shock- 
wave the Robot and then losing to Tommaso Ciam- 
pa in the semis ... Finishes opponents mainly now 
with the Filipino Facelock crossface. 


396 (5°10”, 175, 7, 407) 
The master of the 630-senton has 
had a big year, competing for EVOLVE, Dragon 
Gate, Dragon Gate USA, and Pro Wrestling Guer- 
rilla ... Became a member of CIMA’s Warriors 
International stable in DG@USA ... Won the DG 
Open the Triangle Gate title with CIMA and Drag- 
on Kid ... Left Warriors International to join Blood 
Warriors ... Unsuccessfully challenged PAC for 
the Open the Brave Gate title, claiming that he— 
not PAC —was the best aerialist in wrestling. 


3 ce wT | (6’, 231, 12, 419) “The 
Greek God” collected plenty of gold 


last year, winning the NYWC heavyweight and 


Fusion titles and the ECWA heavyweight title ... Two- 
time winner of NYWC’s annual Master of the Mat 
30-minute, four-way Iron man match ... Had rivalries 
with Tony Nese, Mega, Chris Forza, and Dan Maff ... 
Faced Daniel Bryan in a tag bout in the summer of 
2010, during Bryan’s sabbatical from WWE ... Insists 
he is “The Greatest Technical Wrestler Alive.” 


398 VON SCHMIDT (6°2°, 
265, 3, 405) The big Berliner com- 


peted as Santa Muerte on a recent tour of Mexico 
... Utilizes a throwback style of brawling, power 
wrestling, and old-fashioned rulebreaking ... 
Based in Pennsylvania but has competed 
throughout North America ... Utilizes a stiff, pow- 
er-based style of chops, ax-handles, and clothes- 
lines ... Savvy transitional wrestler can seam- 
lessly move from a set-up move into a submission 
lock ... Reigning Far North Wrestling champion 
defeated Sterling James Keenan for the title. 


399 BUCK (6’, 221, 9, 359) Head 
trainer of the New York Wrestling 


Connection says he is “The Best Wrestler You 
Never Heard Of” ... Has also competed in OVW, 
NWS, and has wrestled several WWE dark 
matches ... Had solid matches against Mike 
Mondo, Julio Dinero, and Rhett Titus this past 
year ... Utilizes an arsenal of kicks and strikes 
and a legdrop off the top rope ... Has dedicated 
his career to fighting breast cancer after losing his 
mother in 2009, and donates a portion of all 
match earnings to cancer research. 


4. O O MAFF (5°7”, 280, 12, NL) The 
Brooklyn native returned to the ring 


after a lengthy absence and is now based in Jersey 
All Pro Wrestling ... He is a three-time JAPW heavy- 
weight champion ... Competed in the New Japan 
Intercontinental title tournament, losing to Toru Yano 
in the first round ... Teamed with Jushin Liger and 
Tiger Mask IV to beat Shinsuke Nakamura, Gedo, 
and Jado in a career highlight match in May ... Fin- 
ishing move is an inverted Death Valley driver. 


o 

9 

rd 
Ks 

ao 

=] 
So 

® 
1a) 

> 
2 

2 

° 

a 


Sa oF 


40 1 STATIC (5'10”, 225, 10, 

NL) Ten-year veteran relocated 
from New York to Florida to enroll in the Team 3-D 
Academy ... Became a member of Jeff Jarrett’s 
MMA entourage “Team Jarrett” alongside Gunner, 
Murphy, and several other Team 3-D students, 
which led to several appearances on /mpact ... 
Won the CWE tag team title with Eddie Graves ... 
Signature moves include the “Staticshock” modi- 
fied Samoan drop and the “Long Kiss Goodnight” 
modified Crippler crossface. 


4 O 2 JOE (6’2”, 240, 5, 400) 
Former ECWA heavyweight cham- 
pion has been competing all over the East Coast ... 
Won the Covey Pro Wrestling 
heavyweight title ... Partici- 
pated in a pair of Florida 
Championship Wrestling try- 
outs and in a training seminar 
with Harley Race ... Finisher 
is the O3, a torture rack into a aay 
neckbreaker ... Hails from 
“The Joe-Zone Layer,” which 
must be somewhere north of 
Parts Unknown ... Strong fun- 
damental wrestler with an 
extraordinary work ethic. 


SHIELDS (5°10”, 
187, 9, 429) Known as “True Talent,” “The Body,” 
and “Beautiful” because he is arrogant enough to 
warrant three nicknames ... Appeared multiple 
times on ROH On HDNet, facing Steve Corino, 
Colt Cabana, and others ... Also received a tryout 
for TNA shortly after enrolling in and completing 
the Taz Dojo ... Wrestled in the 2011 Super 8, los- 
ing to Austin Aries in the first round ... Also 
appeared in WWE’s ECW in 2009 ... Uses the 
Gory Special as a finisher. 


40 4 REDWOOD (5°4”, 165, 
6, 415) “The Littlest Lumberjack” is 


still cutting down the competition, one chop at a 
time ... Started his career in Ring of Honor, but has 
branched out to CHIKARA and elsewhere in recent 
years ... Former ROH Top of the Class trophy win- 
ner ... Has had an on-again, off-again relationship 
with Brodie Lee ... Maybe Brodie was jealous of 
his epic beard ... Scrappy competitor relies on 
knife-edge chops and double-axe handle attacks. 
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40 5 MORANT (6°, 228, 12, 
420) The reigning Tri-State Wres- 


tling Alliance champion since April 2010 ... Feud- 
ed with “Beautiful” Bobby Shields, Nicky Benz, 
and Steve Corino ... Has competed in more than 
65 promotions over the course of his career ... 
Was the first-ever Force One Pro heavyweight 
champion ... Scored an unexpected victory over 
Sean Morley (Val Venis) ... Has wrestled against 
several former legends, including Jimmy Snuka, 
Brutus Beefcake, and Road Dogg. 


406 ZENZEN (6'1”, 235, 10, 
422) Two-time Texas All-Star 
Wrestling champion is the longest-reigning cham- 
pion in that promotion’s history, hav- 
ing held the title for 765 days ... Sig- 
nature move is the “Return To Send- 
er” Boson crab ... Won the Gulf 
Coast heavyweight title and had a 
six-month undefeated streak in that 
promotion ... Also won the TASW tag 
team title with Scoby Gober ... Feud- 
ed with Latry Sweeney, Max Mus- 
cles, and Chaz Taylor this past year 


| ...Popular competitor has wrestled all 

Gee over Texas. 
407 | DEMPSEY 
(5’9”, 282, 6, 375) 


“Big Bad Bobby” continues to be a 
cult favorite on the independent cir- 
cuit ... Feuded with Rhett Titus in ROH’s 
RESPECT promotion—which culminated in 
Dempsey beating Titus in a loser-leaves-town 
match ... Remains undefeated in RESPECT ... 
Defeated Lance Bravado to win the World1 U-30 
open-weight title in April ... Finished in second 
place in his block in the Shinya Hashimoto Memo- 
rial Legacy Cup tournament, losing to eventual 
tourney winner Adam Cole. 


408 ‘l) (6°2”, 455, 13, NL) One- 
half of the Original Nigerian Night- 
mares, along with Saifu ... Managed by the mys- 
terious Voodoo Princess Sheeta ... Won the Pro 
Wrestling Xtreme tag team title in a three-way 
match over The Heartbreak Express and Demoli- 
tion ... Maifu is the larger member of the team 
and is known for his deceptive agility, including a 
crushing splash from off the top rope ... Just 
returned from a tour of their native Nigeria, where 
he and Saifu were hailed as heroes. 
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409 (5°11”, 185, 4, NL) “The 
Flyin’ Hawaiian” is a fan favorite 


because of his passion and will to win ... Based in 
Pennsylvania, but competes throughout the North- 
east ... Has wrestled more than 200 career matches 
in 30 different promotions ... Trained at the Lehigh 
Valley Pro Wrestling Training Academy ... Has held 
the Liberty Wrestling Organization title and the 
Pennsylvania All-Star title, among others ... High- 
flyer moonlights as a stand-up comic and actor. 


) AMERICA (6°, 210, 18, 


yo 4. 1 ot Veteran flag-waver was 


a featured competitor in TWA’s Heroes vs. Villains 


t special 10-man tag match, teaming with The Hurri- 
cane, The Blue Meanie, Shockwave the Robot, and 
i Courageous Cruz to beat Mr. Ooh La La, Nicky Benz, 


' CUJO the Hellhound, Scott Wright, and Jason Leigh 
... Held the World1 tag team title with Bobby Shields, 
beating Steve and Colby Corino ... Finishers include 
the “Old School Expulsion” and the “Uncle Slam.” 


411 ST-IACQUES (s'o”, 


200, 5, NL) After being a career 
mid-carder, St-Jacques has really stepped up in 
the past 12 months ... Wrestled Kevin Steen in 
December in what was voted Quebec’s Match of 
the Year ... Held the NSPW championship in Que- 
bec City ... Also won the CRW heavyweight and 
tag team championships ... Debuted in Ottawa’s 
C*4, facing Jimmy Jacobs, among others ...Widely 
considered to be the most hated wrestler in Que- 
bec ... Trained at Dru Onyx’s torture chamber. 


4 1 2 | (6’, 420, 11, NL) The small- 

er member of the Original Nigerian 
Nightmares, though “smaller” is a word rarely 
used to describe this mastodon ... Saifu is the 
§) more aggressive member of the team, attacking 
opponents with jarring suplexes and stiff punches 
and forearms ... Managed by Voodoo Princess 
Sheeta ... The Nightmares won the first Capt. Lou 
Albano Memorial Tournament ... Finisher is the 
dump drop, where Saifu uses his considerable 
power to suplex Maifu onto an opponent. 


i 4 a | 3 IN LOGAN (6°, 215, 8, 416) 
oa The eldest of the three wrestling 
: Logan brothers ... Usually teams with brother 
Matt ... Competes in Chaotic Wrestling, ECWA, 
and Tri-State ... The Logans had a lengthy feud 


against The Best Around ... Suffered a broken 
hand during a match against The Heavyweights 
in September, which sidelined him for several 
months ... Currently feuding with Chase Del 
Monte after Del Monte attacked and injured Matt 
in Chaotic Wrestling ... Competed in the 2006 
ECWA Super 8 tournament. 


4 1 4 GRENIER (6'1”, 245, 9, 
NL) Former WWE tag team champi- 


on runs his own wrestling school in Montreal and 
continues to compete in Canada ... Teamed with 
Shane Helms in September, defeating the team of 
Shelton Benjamin and Dru Onyx ... Feuded with 
Onyx throughout the past year in both ToW and CRW 
... Reunited with former La Resistance partner Rene 
Dupree for a tour of France, where they faced Benja- 
min and Charlie Haas ... Serves as analyst for the 
French version of Impact Wrestling on Montreal TV. 


4 1 5  STEWE (5’8”, 185, 8, 
474) Southern Ontario’s resident 


lunatic held the Georgian Bay heavyweight title 
and the Rock Solid light heavyweight title this past 
year ... Also claims to be the “Raw Fish Head Eat- 
ing Champion,” though we suspect few would chal- 
lenge for that title ... Crowd favorite usually wears 
an unfastened straitjacket to the ring—not to 
restrain him, merely for comfort’s sake ... Teamed 
with Shawn Spears for a show-stealing bout 
against The Pissbeaters ... Trained by Eric Young, 
which may be why he’s crazzy. 


4. 1 6 COOPER (6°1”, 215, 9, 413) 
“The Essential” Eric Cooper is a 


Florida mainstay ... Won the Vintage Wrestling tag 
team title and the All-Star Wrestling tag team title 
with “Infamous” Eddie Taurus ... Had a rivalry with 
TNA’s Jesse Neal in Vintage Wrestling ... Also 
faced Jay Lethal in a memorable singles match ... 
Signature moves include the Flatliner, the spine- 
buster, the Death Valley driver, and the “Cannon- 
ball” ... Savvy competitor likes to control the pace 
of a match and beat down opponents. 
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4 1 wf 1 AARONS (5°9”, 190, 
3, NL) Midwesterner collected 


some impressive wins over the past year, includ- 
ing one over then-ROH champion Tyler Black in 
Pro Wrestling Epic, another over Harker Dirge for 
the Pro Wrestling prestige U.S. title, and a pinfall 
of Mike Sydal for the High Voltage Wrestling 
Livewire title ... Teams with Sydal and The Bran- 
don Espinosa as Babewatch ... Signature moves 
are the cobra clutch overhead suplex, the Pele 
kick, and the super kick. 


4 1 8 LOGAN (6°, 215, 9, 406) 

One-half of The Logan Brothers 
tag team, along with brother Bryan ... Former 
Chaotic Wrestling and ECWA Mid- 
Atlantic champion is based in New 
England ... Competed in the 2007 
ECWA Super 8 tournament, beating | 
Rob Conway before losing to even- 
tual winner Jerry Lynn ... Clean-cut 
competitor known for his high-ener- 
gy style and fierce determination ... 
Tag team finisher is the Boston Tea 
Party, a Diamond Cutter out of a j 


wheelbarrow suplex. 
4 1 pS) GUENETTE 
(5’8”, 205, 9, NL) 
Popular competitor had a lengthy 
feud with the massive and blood- 
thirsty SOA Amin, which many 
observers considered to be the best 
feud in Quebec wrestling in 2010 ... 
Heated feud pushed Guénette to the 
limit, forcing him to literally fight for his life against 
a savage opponent ... Won the NCW Triple Crown 
championship in January with a win over Karl Bris- 
coe ... Subsequently dropped the title to Leon 
Saver ... Grew up in wrestling, as his family owned 
an independent promotion outside of Montreal. 


4. 20 JOHNSON (6’6”, 310, 
11, NL) The big ‘Dog hails from 


Detroit and was trained by Doug Chevalier ... Held 
the All World Wrestling League heavyweight title for 
most of 2010 ... Recently feuded with both Bloody 
Harker Dirge and Rastakhan ... Teamed with Super- 
Lover Man to win the AWWL tag team title ... Par- 
ticipated in an open talent evaluation with FCW ... 
Finishing move is the Whiplash chokeslam ... A Mid- 
west standout who has competed throughout Mich- 
igan, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 
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DRAGON (5’9”, 187, 15, 
NL) One-half of the tag team 
Fusion D.S. with Matt Saigon ... Unified the 
ECWA and TWA tag team titles ... A two-time 
Warriors of Wrestling champion, won his second 
championship in a grueling last-man-standing 
bout against Jason Cross ... Made his Ring of 
Honor debut in August 2010 ... Competed against 
Steve Corino, Al Snow, Ricky Reyes, and Colin 
Delaney this year ... Main finishers are the “Ace 
In The Hole” tequila sunrise and the Phoenix 
elbow, a top-rope elbowdrop dedicated to his son. 


4 é oO! | JONES (6°, 302, 13, NL) 
“The Space Cowboy” competes in 


Arkansas and Oklahoma ... Won the 
Southern tag team title and the Maxi- 
mum Wrestling Alliance tag team title 
with Jake Boulder ... Was named 
| Most Popular Wrestler and Best All- 
| Around Wrestler in a Mid-States 
| Wrestling fan vote ... Had a long-run- 
ning rivalry with “Hacksaw” Butch 
Reed ... Cites Dan Hodge and Bobby 
Eaton as his mentors ... Pet moves 
include the Fat Boy dropkick, the Fat 
Boy splash, the bulldog, and the “.45 
Special.” 


423° 8, ti 


Frequently teams with Cloudy as Up 
in Smoke, but Cheech is also a prov- 
en singles competitor and currently 
holds the NWA-New York heavy- 
weight title ... Finishing move is the “Go To 
Cheech” GTS variation ... Also uses a running 
high-knee strike and a graceful shooting star 
press ... Trained by ECW original Tony DeVito ... 
Has competed all over the Northeast indy circuit, 
including ROH, EVOLVE, and Dragon Gate USA. 


424! > PRIDEMOORE (5°11”, 
213, 4, NL) Good ol’ Southern boy 


considers himself a hillbilly hoodlum and a would- 
be rapper ... Based in Ohio Valley Wrestling ... 
Defeated Cliff Compton to win the OVW heavy- 
weight title in May, but later vacated the champi- 
onship when he realized that Mike Mondo had 
interfered in the bout, enabling him to win ... 
Offense consists mostly of simple—but very effec- 
tive—kicks and stiff clotheslines ... Also uses an 
impressive splash off the top rope. 
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© 42 5 RASTAKHAN (6-2, 232, g, 
NL) Native of Kingston, 
Jamaica, was trained by former UFC and NWA 
champion Dan Severn ... A multiple-time Price of 
Glory tag team champion with Fabuzio ... Also held 
the POW Chaotic championship ... Defeated Whip- 
dog Johnson for the All World Wrestling league title 
shortly after acquiring the managerial services of 
“Handsome” Johnny Bradford ... Competes in Indi- 
ana, Tennessee, and Michigan ... Main finishers are 
a running power bomb into the turnbuckle called the 
Boomshakalaka and a Rasta Discus clothesline. 


4 26 MR. FANTASTIC (6, 230, 5, NL) 
The masked man is the most popu- 


lar wrestler in Newfoundland’s Legend City Wres- 
tling ... Won a Money In The Bank battle royal and 
went on to beat Highlander Robbie McAllister to 
cement his top contender position ... Defeated 
“Kowboy” Mike Hughes to win the LCW heavy- 
weight title, but dropped the belt back to Hughes 
six months later ... Quickly establishing himself as 
a contender all over eastern Canada, including 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island. 


4 y 1 7 MATT SAIGON (5'10”, 195, 4, NL) 
American/Vietnamese grappler is 


based in southern New Jersey and Delaware and 
competes for Force 1 Pro Wrestling, the East Coast 
Wrestling Association, and the Tri-State Wrestling 
Alliance ... Won the unified ECWA/TWA tag team 
title with partner Damian Dragon ... Finally ended 
his long-running feud with RV1 with a win in a ladder 
mayhem match ... Finishing move is the Fusion 
Destroyer cradle DDT/double-stomp combination. 


4 2 8 PLAYER UNO (5’9”, 180, 7, NL) 
One-half of the Super Smash Broth- 


ers, along with partner, Player Dos (also known as 
Stupefied) ... Based in Montreal but has competed 
in Ring of Honor and CHIKARA ... The Smash 
Brothers competed against Kevin Steen and Steve 
Corino, The Kings of Wrestling, and The American 
Wolves ... Beat Shawn Daivari in C*4 in Ottawa ... 
Won a six-way number-one contenders match for 
C*4 ...Unsuccessfully challenged Mathieu St- 
Jacques for the NSPW heavyweight title in April. 


42a Qinsana (6’2”, 236, 13, NL) 
“The International Death Match 


Superstar” won FREEDOM'’s Death Match Tour- 


nament in Tokyo 

.. Beat Sasaki 

Takashi, Gentaro, 

and then Jun 

Kasai in a Sheets 

of Glass match to 

win that event ... 

Also toured Ger- 

many and England 

this year ... Not to be typecast as a hardcore 
specialist, MASADA wrestled critically praised 
strong-style bouts against Sami Callihan and 
Chris Hero ... Texas native is currently based in 
CZW ... Signature moves include the Death Val- 
ley driver and the brainbuster. 


430°" EDDY (6°1”, 195, 12, 
NL) Montreal’s self-proclaimed 


“sexiest man” defeated one of his heroes—Val 
Venis—last summer ... Competed in his 500th 
career match in 2010 ... Defeated Thomas 
Dubois to win the CRW title ... Hails from “Very 
Long Beach, California” ... Wrestled all over 
Quebec this year, in addition to Ontario and New 
Brunswick ... Teamed with Jeremy Prophet to 
face Beer Money ... Former IWS champion and 
CZW tag team champion. 


4 3 1 BENJAMIN KIMERA (6’6”, 275, 


10, NL) Superkick master compet- 
ed in Michigan and Ohio, winning the XVW heavy- 
weight title, the XVW tag team title (twice, with 
Jason Kimera), the PT Wrestling heavyweight 
title, and the UWA title over the past year ... Has 
deceptive agility and endurance ... lron man 
matches are one of his specialties ... Five-time 
HWA tag team champion ... Defeated Cody Hawk 
to win the XVW title ... Main finishing move is a 
variation of the STF and the superkick. 


43 P dd deadeni (5’10”, 165, 6, NL) 
Also competes as Player Dos when 


teaming with Player Uno as The Super Smash 
Brothers ... Won the C*4 championship in a six- 
way match in Ottawa ... Successfully defended the 
title against Sonjay Dutt, Kevin Steen, and Michael 
Elgin ... Has competed in ROH and CHIKARA ... 
Former CHIKARA Young Lions Cup winner ... Main 
finisher is the B-13, a dynamic super-flip snapmare 
driver ... Also uses a reverse crucifix power bomb 
called The Final Smash. 
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4 3 3 5 WYLDE (5°7”, 195, 6, NL) 
ECWA Mid-Atlantic champion is 


having a breakout year and has emerged as the top 
contender to Papadon’s heavyweight championship 
... Hails from Atlantic City, New Jersey ... Notable 
recent opponents include Damian Dragon, Carlito, 
Christian York, and Sonjay Dutt ... Trained in Dyna- 
mite Championship Wrestling and worked to over- 
come his lack of size by perfecting a precise high- 
impact offense and smart defensive wrestling style. 


434 3 RICKER (6'2”, 234, 7, 
NL) Won the NWA-Heritage tag 


title with Brian Cage ... Acquired the managerial 
services of Percy Pringle, a.k.a Paul Bearer ... 
Also competes in the Empire 
Wrestling Federation and SoCal 
Pro ... Trained under Cody Hawk 
and Les Thatcher ... Previously 
competed as Deuce and Dick 
Rick ... Tag team finisher is the 
De-Selection power bomb/ 
clothesline combo ... Uses a bel- 
ly-to-back Rock Bottom he calls [ s™ 
Evil After Dark ... Appeared on 
the TV show Fatal Attractions. 


AS ioe aos 10.M) 


Has collected more than 25 
regional championships through- 
out his career ... Upped his total 
this year when he defeated Vince 
Vega to win the Elite Pro heavy- 
weight title a second time ... 
Reunited with Leslie Leatherman to reform The 
Highwaymen ... Teamed with Tommy Dreamer to 
face Sinister Cross and Griffen at “Night Of The Elite 
3” ... Had a lengthy feud with Luke Gallows ... Sig- 
nature moves are the top-rope flying headbutt, 
spinebuster, and Machine’s Device submission lock. 


4 3 & CICERO (6°1”, 260, 19, 

427) “The Wiseguy” continues to 
fight for autism awareness as an ambassador for 
Autism Speaks ... Returned to Maryland Champi- 
onship Wrestling in January and beat Bobby 
Shields ... Accepted the position of commissioner 
of MCW from owner Dan McDevitt ... Still wres- 
tles periodically, but focuses on serving as a men- 
tor to younger wrestlers and fighting autism ... 
Power-based brawler was trained by Ivan Koloff 
and has competed all over the country. 
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4 3 7 OSIRIS (5'10", 196, 5, ae 
NL) Mr. Osiris hails from the ritzy .~- 


Hamptons in Long Island, New York ... Ring of >. 
Honor Academy graduate has undergone a dras- 
tic metamorphosis since joining Prince Nana’s 
Embassy, turning his back on his fans and adopt- 
ing a more arrogant demeanor ... Former ROH 
Top of the Class trophy winner ... Crafty com- 
petitor has been known to grease the palms of 
referees and other wrestlers. = 


4 3 8 POSEY (5’9”, 165, 9, 470) 
Along with Glamour Boy Shane, 


is the only wrestler on this list qualified to refer- 
ee his own matches ... Worked as a referee for 
TNA and WWE before going 
back to his wrestling roots ... 
Continues to referee for TNA... 
Defeated NWA-Alabama junior 
champion Mike Jackson for that 
title, which Jackson had held for 
a decade ... Currently part of the 
heel faction The Jimmy Rave 
Approved Group ... Competed 
for ROH this year ... Finisher is 
the top rope legdrop. 


439 GEE (5°10”, 
185, 2, NL) One- 
half of the tag team Punk Rock 
Rebellion with C.W. Scott ... 
They’ve held the UWA tag title 
for more than a year ... Unified 
Se that title with the XVW tag title 
... Also held the 1CW heavy- 
weight title this year ... Has competed through- 
out the Midwest, defeating Cody Hawk, Benja- 
min Kimera, and Ganger ... Trained by Hawk 
and Shark Boy ... Signature moves include the 
Gee Gee-canrana off the top rope and the Scor- 
pion Deathlock. 


4 40 ROTTEN (6°1”, 275, 

24) The hardcore hell-rais- 
er returned to the national stage at TNA’s Hard- 
core Justice PPV in 2010, where he teamed with 
Mahoney in a loss against Team 3-D ... Again 
teamed with Mahoney to unsuccessfully chal- 
lenge for the JAPW tag title ... Won the CPW 
heavyweight title ... Has competed in 48 differ- 9=_— 
ent countries over the course of his career... 
Fortunately for him, a sick chair shot to the head 
translates in any language. 
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©4 4 1 JOE GACY (5°11”, 250, 5, NL) 

Won the NWA-Force One heavy- 
weight title in a 30-man battle royal and has held that 
championship for seven months, as of press time ... 
Also competes in Combat Zone Wrestling, Jersey All- 
Pro Wrestling, Maryland Championship Wrestling, 
and more than a dozen other independent promo- 
tions ... “The Chainsaw” owns a potent chokeslam 
and choke-plex ... Signature move is his “It Came 
From Outer Space” splash off the top rope ... Teams 
with Ryan Slater as The Runaways. 


4 4 ? dares SCOTT (5°11, 245, 2, NL) Half 

of Punk Rock Rebellion with partner 
Gee Gee ... Trained by Shark Boy and Cody Hawk 
.. Held the UWA and XVW tag titles before being 
injured earlier this year ... Wrestled in 10 different 
promotions over the past year ... Favorite moves 
include the Boss Harmony, the Punk Rock Bottom 
urinage, and the Bubbabomb power bomb ... 
Teamed with Gee Gee to compete in front of more 
than 10,000 fans at a Rockstar Pro event. 


a4 


come to the surface ... Broke Brother Eric’s neck 
with a savage lariat ... Attacked Chuckie Manson 
and left him lying in a pool of blood ... Hired Sheik 
Ali Akbar as his new manager ... Broke Eddie 
Diamond’s neck with a piledriver, and then deliv- 
ered a pair of piledrivers to him ... Also uses the 
Smallenator variation of the Michinoku Driver ... 
Serves as the head trainer at the Ground Xero 
Training Center in Richmond, Virginia. 


444i LOTT (6°1”, 185, 7, NL) “The 
Picture Of Perfection” competed in 16 


different states (and Canada) over the past 12 
months . Heevete native is now based in Michi- 
gan ... Held the Price of Glory Chaotic champion- 
ship (twice), the WJWC heavyweight title, and the 
CWM tag team title ... Was sidelined for three 
weeks with a shoulder injury but made a quick 
return to the ring ... Trained by Dan Severn ... Fin- 
isher is the Noah’s Ark arm-controlled face-buster 
and the Severn-style dragon sleeper. 


4 4 is SCOTT WRIGHT (6°, 190, 10, 473) 


Mr. Wright is a competitive bodybuild- 
er, personal trainer, and nutrition expert from Rock- 
land County, New York ... Trained by Nunzio ... 


SHORTY SMALLS (5 


Smalls has let his ultraviolent side 


°7”, 250, 17, NL) 


Two-time former 

ECWA heavyweight 

champion (as Scot- 

ty Charisma) also 

competed for WWE 

several times in the 

past ... Selected to 

participate in the 

2010 ECWA Super 

8 tournament but 

lost to U-Gene in 

the opening round ... Main finishers are the TKO, 
the Boston crab, and a modified neckbreaker. 


4 4 MOZART FONTAINE (5°11”, 227, 11, 
463) Helped end the heated Original 
Chick Magnets-vs.-Ilmpostor Chick Magnets feud by 
beating Travis Blake in a pole match to win the cov- 
eted Chick Magnet bow tie ... Joined fellow East 
Coast Wrestling Association originals Sebastian 
Night, J.J. the Crew Guy, and Tim Richards in a feud 
against ECWA management ... Challenged Chris 
Wylde for the ECWA Mid-Atlantic title ... ECWA Hall- 
of-Famer is known for his T-bone suplex, hangman’s 
neckbreaker, and for being a fashion plate. 


4 47 CLOUDY (5°5”, 170, 8, NL) One-half 
of Up in Smoke with partner Cheech 


.. Little man from.The Electric City, New York, 
routinely takes beatings from bigger opponents, 
but should never be underestimated ... He and 
Cheech have gone undefeated in the EVOLVE tag 
team division, with wins over The Super Smash 
Bros., The Osirian Portal, and Louis London and 
Flip Derick ... Also competes in Dragon Gate USA 

.. Tag finisher is the Death by Knees and Tidal 
Wave ... Uses a Yoshi Tonic power bomb and 
Cloudy Cutter bulldog. 


4 4 8 JIMMIE LEE (6'2”, 260, 21, NL) “The 
Living Nightmare” hails from Necropo- 


lis, the City of the Dead ... Won the American 
States Wrestling Alliance heavyweight title, the 
Mid Ohio Wrestling Tri-County title, and the Ohio 
Wrestling Alliance title ... Fired longtime manager 
Tom Dunn and his DunnGeon of Doom ... Veteran 
wrestler competed in the WWF in the early-1990s, 
facing the likes of The Undertaker, Demolition, 
and Mick Foley ... Finishing moves are the Spin- 
ning HELL kick (top rope spinning heel kick) and 
Fright Night chokeslam power bomb. 
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4 49 (E DELL (5°10”, 205, 13, NL) “One 
Man” Mike Dell had a monopoly on title 


belts in Southern Championship Wrestling, holding 
both the heavyweight and Open Division champion- 
ships simultaneously ... Beat James Claxton in a 
cage match for the SCW heavyweight title in 
December 2010 ... Also competes in Anarchy 
Championship Wrestling, NWA-Houston, and NWA- 
Southwest ... Career highlights include matches 
against La Parka, Jerry Lynn, Paul London, and Colt 
Cabana ... Signature moves are the Dellbow flying 
elbowdrop and the 1-Timer suplex/neckbreaker. 


450 HORNER JR. (6’3”, 225, 4, NL) 
Toledo, Ohio, native adopted the ring 


name Tim Horner Jr., in honor of his mentor, former 
NWA star Tim Horner ... If only he could find a Brad 
Armstrong to create a junior Light- 
ning Express ... Feuded with Bloody 
Harker Dirge, Rastakhan, Dano 
Strongbow, and Frank Stiletto ... 
Upset Rastakhan for the All World 
Wrestling League title ... Also wres- 
tles in Powerbomb Championship | 
Wrestling, WAR Wrestling, and Pro 
Wrestling Ohio ... Signature move is 
the Posse Plex, a fisherman’s | 
suplex variation. 


A51erres: 
221, 2, NL) Became 


top contender to Elite Pro Wrestling 
Alliance heavyweight title after | 
scoring a big win over Jim Duggan % 
... Went on to defeat Jake Davis for ~ 
the EPWA championship in his sophomore year as 
a pro wrestler ... Enlisted the services of bodyguard 
Jaysin Justice to help protect his title ... Loves to 
incite the fans with his arrogance, something he 
can’t do in his day job as a Maryland state trooper 
... Finisher is The Final Verdict neckbreaker. 


4 5 2 LEATHERMAN (6'4”, 
275, 13, NL) “The Highwayman” 


has logged more than 1,500 matches and won 
more than 30 championships over the course of his 
career ... Became the first person ever to capture 
both the Indie Pro Wrestling heavyweight and tag 
team championships ... Has also competed as Pri- 
vate Twinky and Manthing ... Has faced a veritable 
“Who’s Who” of greats, including Jake Roberts, 
Road Warrior Animal, The Honky Tonk Man ... Sig- 
nature move is the Leatherman Death Drop DVD. 
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4 5 3 THE HELLHOUND (5°11, 245, 
16, NL) Cujo may not be a pedigreed 


pup, but we have a sneaking suspicion that he may 
be part Moondog ... Face-painted brute wears chains 
around his neck and carries a bone with him—which {* 
he uses as both a chew toy and a weapon ... Has 
competed for ECWA, TWA, WWWA, and ACW ... 
Scored a big win over local legend Tony Stetson in 
Philadelphia in January ... Unsuccessfully challenged 
Breaker Morant for the TWA title ... Finishing move is 
the running powerslam. 


454 COLLIER (6°3”, 250, 5, 461) 
“Big Time” won the Far North Wres- 


tling heavyweight title from Josef Von Schmict ... 
Also won the All-Star heavyweight title ... John- 
stown, Pennsylvania, native has been wrestling 
_ throughout his home state, New Jer- 
% sey, and West Virginia ... Powerhouse 
has a nasty temper and the physical 
strength to go toe-to-toe with just 
about anybody in wrestling ... Notable 
opponents have included U-Gene, 
Kevin Thorne, Shane Douglas, Samu, 
and Tony Atlas ... Finishing move is 
the broken-arrow slam. 


4 5 5 KICKBOK- 
ER Il (5’5”, 140, 4, NL) 
™ Dangerously explosive despite small 
Sv) stature ... Was given his mask by 
mentor and partner American Kick- 
boxer | ... Competed in more than 20 
' promotions in the past year ... Won 
IWA pro cruiserweight title and the 
Victory Independent Pro tag title (with American 
Kickboxer |) ... Trained by Shark Boy ... Included 
in Guinness Book Of World Records for wrestling 
in a 12-hour, six-man scramble iron man match in 
November 2010 ... Finishers include jumping 
headkick and Mexican headscissors hang. 


4 56 (5’9”, 220, 5, 466) The Jr” 
“Lost Son” was named the Carolina 
Independent Wrestler of the Year for 2010 ... Won 
a triple crown of sorts, holding the WAR, NCW, 
and FMW Technical championships simultane- )% 
ously ... Also held the NCW Carolina title ... 
_— 


Trained with Dragon Gate USA and represented 
NCW at the South Carolina Hall of Fame ceremo- 
ny ... Co-hosts the Internet radio show Dox: 
Coast To Coast ... Favorite moves include the 
FiXation neckbreaker and the PreFix DDT. 
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4 5 aan TYTUS (5°11”, 219, 2, NL) In 

just his second year, the high-flyer 
has wowed fans as a cruiserweight and is begin- 
ning to establish himself as a heavyweight con- 
tender ... Former top contender to the Elite Pro 
Wrestling Alliance title ... Upset victory over Aid- 
iean helped propel Tytus up the 
Elite Pro ladder ... Turned on 
friend Bodie Williams, accusing 
him of receiving preferential 
treatment from the front office ... 
Signature moves include the 
moonsault, top rope splash, and 


superkick. 
458i AW J.R. 

AMES (6’, 248, 25, 
NL) The Outlaw recently returned 
to the ring after an eight-year lay- 
off ... Teams with “Dirty” Dennis 
Allen as The Dirty Outlaws ... Vet- 
eran brawler has held numerous 
singles and tag team titles 
throughout his career, and he’s looking to collect 
some gold again ... Old-fashioned barroom brawler 
has wrestled in Future of Wrestling and Independent 
Championship Wrestling ... Favorite finishing move 
is the running bulldog. 


4 5 KEVIN DOUGLAS (5°10”, 186, 7, NL) 

Charismatic Texan impressed the judg- 
es in the Johnny Mantell GWT tournament this 
spring ... Noted for his high-energy ring entrance 
and his Superman-style cape that he wears to the 
ring ... Typically competes barefoot, like fellow 
Texan Kevin Von Erich ... Fundamentally strong 
mat wrestler is known for his high-energy defen- 
sive flurries, including impressive leapfrogs and 
deep armdrags ... Achieves great height on his fly- 
ing bodypress finisher. 


46 TOMMY MACK (5°10”, 225, 8, 460) 


“Heart Attack” Tommy Mack has been 
broadening his horizons, expanding beyond Penn- 
sylvania to tour Canada and New York, and also 
trying his hand in Ring of Honor and Dragon Gate 
USA ... Has had several matches against Josef Von 
Schmidt and Bill Collier ... Faced Mahoney in a 
hardcore match for Powerhouse Wrestling ... Won 
the Powerhouse tag title and the UFO U.S. title ... 
Occasionally rides to the ring on a motorcycle. 


Photo by David Rodrigues 
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46 1 RUDY SWITCHBLADE (5'9”, 210, 

13, 404) Three-time Ohio Valley Wres- 

tling TV champion regained the championship with 

a win over Jamin Olivencia in May ... Previously 

competed as Eric Matlock before relocating to OVW 

... Has wrestled all over the world, including tours of 

Korea, Mexico, Guam, and Japan, and 

also competed in the 2005 ECWA 

Super 8 tournament ... Southern Cali- 

fornia native employs an aggressive 

offense, including a vicious hand 
stomp/dropkick-to-the-face combo. 


46 oD STENE STASIAK (5'10”, 
250, 10, NL) Formidable 


veteran prides himself on being a 
journeyman competitor and has trav- 
eled all over the South and Midwest 
... Based out of NWA-Main Event in 
Nashville ... Solid technical wrestler 
who is unafraid to break the rules 
when necessary ... Career highlights 
include matches against Tommy Rich, 
Buddy Landell, One Man Gang, and a bloody feud 
against Gypsy Joe ... Successfully mixes an old- 
school style, sound fundamentals, and impressive 


brawling skills. 
©46 DON VEGA (6°, 228, 14, 467) 
“The Punisher” has held the 
Power House Wrestling New England champion- 
ship and the Power League Wrestling champion- 
ship ... Scored a pair of big wins over former 
ECW champ Justin Credible this year—one in a 
hardcore match and one in a cage match ... 
Wrestled some WWE dark matches ... Was a 
guest on the Telemundo show Caso Cerrado ... 
Finishers are the Vega Bomb sky-high power 
bomb and the cradle brainbuster suplex. 


46 DENNIS ALLEN (5'10”, 240, 23, NL) 


“Dirty” Dennis recently returned to 
Future of Wrestling after having his right knee com- 
pletely replaced ... Formed a tag team known as The 
Dirty Outlaws with Outlaw J.R. James ... Journey- 
man has competed on house shows for both the 
WWF and the NWA, and wrestled throughout the 
Northeast before establishing himself in Florida ... 
Trained at the Monster Factory ... Former FOW tag 
champion with Shawn Allen ... Finisher is the Death 
Valley driver. 
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46 5 S COOPER (5°11”, 204, 9, 486) 
“Wrestling Personified” reigned as 


Empire State Wrestling heavyweight champion for 
14 months, until dropping the belt to Brandon 
Thurston after our evaluation period elapsed... 
One of the most decorated wrestlers in ESW his- 
tory, having held the heavyweight, tag team, and 
Interstate titles ... Defeated Jonny Puma in a steel 
cage match at WrestleBash 2010 ... Favored fin- 
isher is the Limelight, a Codebreaker variation ... 
Talented technician infuriates fans with his arro- 
gance, but has a proven record of success to 
back up his boasts. 


Les (5°9”, 182, 11, NL) Hailing 
from “Killadelphia, PA,” worked to 
establish himself as the world’s best unsigned 
junior heavyweight with a successful tour of 
Europe ... Won the CXW junior heavyweight title 
for a third time ... Also won the 
CXW tag team title with Ruckus 
... Competes sporadically in |e 
JAPW and Baltimore’s Real 
Championship Wrestling ... 
Decorated cruiserweight known 
for his aerial artistry and stiff 
style, including his diving stomp 

and curb stomp. F 


G67 cons, 130) 


This beach bum says he’s “the jim 
blond that always has more fun” 
... Highlight of the past year was 
going toe-to-toe with Raven ina 
wild Raven’s Rules match ... Feuded with The 
Honky Tonk Man ... Also had a heated feud with 
Manu, which nearly started a riot in Brockton, Mas- 
sachusetts ... Won the IWE Twin Cities title ... 
Uses the cannonball splash to sink opponents ... 
Has wrestled throughout Massachusetts, Maine, 
and Nova Scotia. 


46 8 WILLIAMS (6'2”, 217, 
2, NL) High-energy newcomer 


is making big waves ... Known as “High Tide,” this 
surfer boy is exciting and charismatic ... Scored 
an upset victory over veteran Leslie Leatherman 
to capture the Elite Pro Wrestling heavyweight 
title, winning with his High Tide—a standing 
moonsault ... Currently embroiled in a bitter feud 
with former ally Scott Tytus ... Has appeared on 
Smackdown ... An avid and dedicated weightlifter. 


- =< 


A mt 


4 >t 
he 


UGS TAT. 


Photo by Tim Walker 


% o fo | 


469 FURY (6'2”, 225, 9, NL) Amer- 
ican Pro Wrestling standout was &- 


trained by former WWF Women’s champion }>. 
Leilani Kai ... Has competed in several NWA pro- \ r 
motions all over the Southeast ... Squared off \ 
against the likes of The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, the 
S.A.T, Kid Kash, and Chris Hamrick ... Has held 
numerous championships throughout the South- 
east ... Impressive striker with an array of high- 
impact maneuvers that complement his solid mat 
wrestling game. 


4 7 0 DAMAGE (6’5”, 251, 11, NL) 
Combat Zone’s “Ultraviolent Cyborg” 


has had a dominant 12 months ... Seems to be 
impervious to pain and thrives in gory hardcore 
contests ... Guided by “Half-Breed” Billy Gram, 
Brain Damage is the crown jewel of the Cult Fic- 
tion stable ... CZW regular has had unforgettable 

= » battles with Masada, Drake 
Younger, Danny Havoc, Jon Mox- 
ue) ley, and Zandig ... Favorite moves 
®) include the package piledriver and 
_ the old-fashioned—yet effective— 
) big boot to the face. 


4 7 1 FLASH (5'8”, 


190, 4, NL) “Fabu- 
lous” Fred Flash has experienced 
success in both singles and tag 
| team competition ... Won the 
= Atomic Championship Wrestling 
tag title with Pretty Fly and the 
Covey Pro tag title with Hayne ... 
Also teamed with Al Snow to beat 
The Alliance ... Won the Regional Championship 
Wrestling U.S. title ... The feather boa-wearing 
Northeasterner turns off fans with his cocky 
demeanor ... Has an array of flashy finishers, 
including the frog splash and Star Destroyer tilt-a- 
whirl Go To Sleep. 


472 SLATER (6°4”, 290, 5, NL) Jo 
Known as “The Elite,” big Biff has 

held the All Star Wrestling Florida, ASW heavy- 
weight, and Capitol Wrestling Entertainment 
heavyweight titles ... Has also participated in 
WWE try-outs and recently completed a tour of 
Puerto Rico ... Doesn’t back away from the tough 
guys, having feuded with Snitsky and beaten King 
Haku for the WXW championship ... Pet moves 
include the spinebuster, the Flying Mafia Kick, 
and overhead belly-to-belly suplex. 
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le 47 3 ISTRIA (6°, 205, 3, NL) Aus- 
a tralian up-and-comer claims to be 


\ ‘the “Ultimate Athlete” ... Cocky youngster shot to 

\ }} the top of several Australian promotions in short 

| order, chalking up wins over several area veter- 

‘)) ans ... Former PWA Queensland heavyweight 

)) champion ... Currently teaming with Damien Slat- 

er ... Trained, in part, under Hartley Jackson ... 

Has come a long way in a very short time, and 

/, seems to have the natural athleticism and smart 

_J} counter-wrestling abilities to become a breakout 
~) star in the near future. 


4 wf 4 WASHINGTON (6:2”, 
220, 3, NL) The most unpopular 


talk show host since Chevy Chase declared him- 
self a “free agent” after ECW closed its doors, but 
was never signed by either the Raw or Smackdown 
brands ... Returned to Florida Championship 
Wrestling ... Better known for his verbal skills and 
promo ability than he is for his in-ring aptitude, but 
he is hoping to follow in the footsteps of The Miz 
and make it as a WWE superstar by being a talker 
first and a wrestler second. 


- 4 v 6 5 itsot (5°8”, 187, A; 


The most beloved robot in pro wrestling recently 
unveiled a new upgrade ... Though known for his 
robotic mannerisms and unique appearance, 
often surprises opponents with smooth technical 
wrestling and deceptive quickness, proving he is 
more than a novelty act ... Competed in the 2011 
ECWA Super 8 tournament, losing to Shiima 
Xion in the opening round ... Has also wrestled 
in Japan and Puerto Rico ... Effectively employs 
his Static Electric legdrop ... Breakdancing 
excites crowds every time. 


4 
4 v4 & MANDRAKE (5'9”, 246, 
11, 478) Part of The Highwaymen 
a) along with Butch Long, Donnie York, and longtime 


manager Ferrari ... Relocated from Buffalo, New 
York, to Muscle Shoals, Alabama, and wrestles 
throughout Florida ... Held the All-Star Wrestling 
Florida Kombat, Florida Underground Wrestling, 
and Definitive Wrestling International tag team 
titles with Long ... Rugged competitor known as 
“The Suicidal Messiah” is always willing to go 
hardcore, and feels right at home in no-holds- 
barred and no-DQ bouts. 


\ * 
477 STANLEY FUQUA (6'2", 
325, 5, NL) Leader of Fuqua 
Enterprises orchestrated a coup of Ground Xero 
Wrestling ... Defeated Phil Brown for the GXW TV 
title and went on to become the longest-reigning 
champion in GXW history ... Forced former GXW 
champion The Pharaoh into an early retirement ... 
Signature moves include the Black Friday legdrop 
and The Money Clip ... Led Brown to the GXW 
title ... Big man is obsessed with political power, 
and has the physical strength to make it happen. 


4 wf 8 WEE (6°, 200, 11, NL) Wres- 
tled Roderick Strong for ROH last 


summer ... Battled El Generico and Paul London 
in a tag team showdown in his hometown of Que- 
bec City, pinning Generico for the win ... Feuded 
with both Kevin Steen and Matt St-Jacques over 
the NSPW heavyweight title ... Also wrestled for 
Montreal’s NCW as well as for ToW, teaming with 
former WWE tag team champion Sylvain Grenier 
... Trained by former wrestler Sunny War Cloud. 


4 7 oy KASS (6’2”, 280, 12, NL) 
Hard-drinking, smash-mouth DDK is 


a mainstay on the Southern Ohio independent cir- 
cuit ... One-half of The Black Irish Saint with partner 
Devlin Anderson ... Teamed with Anderson to win 
the XWE tag title ... Defeated Dean Jablonsky to 
become top contender to the World Wrestling Coali- 
tion title, then went on to win that championship by 
beating his partner, Anderson ... Competed in Can- 
ada for Renegade Wrestling Alliance ... Uses a 
spinning flatliner he calls the “Kass Krash.” 


4 = Oo CALRISSIAN (5's”, 205, 8, 
444) Two-time Empire State Wres- 


tling champion has named himself “The Cock Of 
The Walk” and seems more interested in discuss- 
ing the glory of the mullet than challenging for title 
belts ... Master technician with an explosive 
offense used to be one of the most intense com- 
petitors in the indies, but he has mellowed in 
recent years ... Teams with Dalton Castle as The 
Peacock Express ... Unsuccessfully challenged 
for the ESW title in January. 


48 KWAN CHANG (6'2”, 250, 14, 

462) “The Asian Nightmare” has a 
reputation for being one of the nastiest competi- 
tors in the Northeast and Southern Ontario ... 
Won the TWA North American title in January, 
defeating T.J. Thunder in a gauntlet match ... Also 
won the designation of “Emperor Of Old School” 
by winning a tournament in OSPW in March ... 
Scored a big win over Kip James last summer ... 
Signature moves include the Near Death Experi- 
ence pumphandle driver, dragon clutch submis- 


sion, and triple-kick. 

4 & ATU (6'1”, 219, 2, NL) The freak- 
ishly chiseled AHTU has come out 

of nowhere to become one of the 

most talked-about new stars in 

the Northeast ... Won the NWA- 

Coastal Iron Man title by defeat- 

ing Jason Gotti and Johnny Fear- 

less ... Has also been competing 

in World1, East Coast Wrestling 

Association, Tri-State Wrestling 

Alliance, and EVOLVE ... Genetic 

freak is a perfect blend of raw 

Uses a 


power and agility ... 
crunching spear to set up oppo- 
nents for his big legdrop finisher. 


48 ETHAN PAGE) 

(6’2”, 245, 5, NL) F- 
Based in Toronto’s Alpha-1 Wres- 
tling but has also competed for 
ROH, CHIKARA, IWA-MS, RCW 
(Baltimore), and PWE (Ontario)... Photo by Tim Walker 
Had a lengthy feud with Colin Delaney ... Leader 
of The Entourage heel faction ... Teamed with Joey 
Kings to win the GCW-NS tag title ... Holds wins 
over Rhino and Sonjay Dutt ... Hated rulebreaker 
is a heat magnet ... Possesses an innovative ring 
style and ever-expanding repertoire. 


@ AG Gini oe: 276, 12,09 

“The Living Nightmare” has 
had some hellacious battles against Kevin Nash, 
Demolition Ax, Axl Rotten, and Tatanka ... Managed 
by his “psychiatrist,” Dr. Douglas Crane, who alleg- 
edly sneaks him out of the Unger Institute for the 
Criminally Insane for matches ... Crane keeps him 
shackled beneath 40 pounds of chains and locks for 
protection ... Simultaneously held the Champion- 
ship Pro Wrestling heavyweight and tag team titles 
... Uses an F5 he calls the Anaconda Slam. 


4 8 BARRY HARDY (6°1”, 230, 24, 

488) “The Bad Boy” is coming up on 
a quarter-century in the sport ... Wrestled as 
enhancement talent in the WWF and WCW, often 
teaming with his old friend Dune “Gillberg” Gill ... 
Currently based in Florida where he won the CWA 
heavyweight and Interstate titles this year ... Also 
competed in Upstate New York ... Has dubbed him- 
self the “Real Legend Champion” and awarded him- 
self his own belt ... Finisher is the Diamond Cutter. 


4 8 JIM1 THE HIPPIE (5°10”, 185, 5, 


NL) Former pro inline skater has 
taken his counter-culture lifestyle to the squared 
circle ... Competes on Pennsylvania independent 
circuit ... Avid yoga practitioner 
claims to have 56-inch vertical 
leap ... Signature moves include 
the 450-splash and imploding 
senton bomb ... Holds wins over 
Matt Cross, Al Snow, and Marty 
Jannetty ... Accoutrements 
include his tie-dyed ring attire 
and peace flowers ... Laidback 
peacenik is slow to anger, but 
can be volatile when riled. 


4 Be i TON MAK- 

WELL (6’, 240, 6, 

NL) Top highlight of the past year 

was winning an eight-man tour- 

nament for the PWP champion- 

ship in January ... Scored a big 

win over Mike Sydal in Septem- 

ber 2010 ... Won the MWA tag 

team title for a fifth time, teaming with Austin 

Storm ... Has also wrestled Gangrel and the late 

Johnny Grunge in the past ... Known for his 

impressive Gator Roll choke ... Also uses a 

suplex he calls the “Southern Squash” and a driv- 
er-slam called “Apachela Driver 05.” 


4 33 sxc GARRY (5’8”, 180, 5, NL) 
First wrestler in “PW/ 500” history 


to have had sub-dermal horns implanted into his 
cranium, which, naturally, he uses as weapons ... 
Trained by Shark.Boy, who christened him Scary 
Garry ... Known to team with Michael Jackson 
impersonator named Mr: Jacko ... Teamed with Al 
Snow. to beat Benjamin Kimera and Jake Omen 
... Heads the Life Power Church faction and twice 
won the XVW tag title ... Finisher is the Claw 
Machine, a claw into an inverted slam. 


4 89 BISHOP (6°1”, 252, 10, 
NL) Proud owner of Asylum Champi- 


onship Wrestling, having won the promotion back 
from rival Jeremy Quinn Ill ... Has held the ACW 
heavyweight title (twice), the ACW tag team title 
(four times), and the TTW heavyweight title ... 
Competes in the Central States, including Colora- 
do, Texas, and Michigan ... Booked Steve Wil- 
liams’ U.S. retirement match in 2009 ... Favorite 
moves include the 9-Mile Drive sit-out fireman’s 
carry and the Renaissance Neckbreaker. 


490 (6’6”, 290, 7, 
NL) “Unholy” gargan- 


tuan man-monster has been terror- 
izing Western New York and 
Southern Ontario ... Served as 
enforcer of Caesar’s Army and had 
an extensive feud with Jonny | 
Puma in Empire State Wrestling ... | 
Turned on Caesar at ESW’s Melt- | 
down event, chokeslamming his | 
manager during his match against | 
Puma ... Power merchant has a | 
jarring chokeslam and an inhuman | 
ability to absorb punishment ... | 
Also competes in the Apocalypse | 
Wrestling Federation in Toronto. 


49 1 KINGS (6'2”, 252, 5, NL) Hamil- 

ton, Ontario, native is a powerful and 
precise striker who earned the nickname “The King 
Of KOs” ... Based in Alpha-1 Pro Wrestling, and has 
also competed in RCW (Baltimore) and Deathproof 
(Ontario) ... Kings is a member of The Entourage 
and teamed with Ethan Page to win the GCW-NS 
tag title ... Tag team specialist has had heated rival- 
ries with Cheech and Cloudy, The Super Smash 
Bros, and The Harbor City Hit Squad. 


49 2 BLAZE (5'2”, 167, 4, 
NL) “The Fighting Paramedic” 


has been paying his dues in the East Coast Wres- 
tling Association ... Blaze is an emergency medical 
technician and a volunteer fireman ... Small in stat- 
ure, but has impressed ECWA and Tri-State Wres- 
tling Alliance fans with his courage and willingness 
to face any challenge ... Formed an impressive tag 
team with Glenn Osbourne ... Recently participat- 
ed in his fourth consecutive ECWA Summit battle 
royal ... Finisher is the Fatal Mistake Ace Crusher. 


Photo by Joe Zanolle 


493 WALKER (6°, 200, 13, NL) 
“The Genuine Article” won the Ring 


Wars Carolina heavyweight title ... Defeated 
“Nite Stic” Eddie Brown in a loser-must-retire 
match ... Defeated three opponents in one night 
to win the OMEGA X-S championship ... Also 
won the Atlantic Coast Pro Wrestling tag title ... 
Signature move is the AWEStruck neckbreaker 
... Quick-footed wrestler with superb ring aware- 
ness and an old-school flair. 


494 SANE (6, 
205, 6, NL) “He’s not 


crazy, he’s Justin Sane” ... And he 
| had better hope Justin Credible 
| doesn’t call him out for gimmick 
infringement ... Burlington, Ontar- 
io, native returned to the ring last 
| year after a three-year hiatus ... 
“t} | Won the Alpha-1 Wrestling Alpha 
@ | Male championship and has been 
feuding with Brodie Lee over that 
~)) title ... Impressive high-flyer has 
») been making a name for himself 
| with his suicide dives and aerial 
| attacks off the top rope. 


Baan THUR 


496) In Empire State Wrestling’s feel-good moment 
of the year, Thurston defeated former friend Chris 
Cooper to win the ESW heavyweight title at Melt- 
down ... Master technician has been called too 
small and too bland to win a heavyweight title, but 
Thurston’s work ethic and determination have 
made him a crowd favorite ... Gifted submission 
specialist took time off from wrestling to serve in 
the military ... Also competes in the Apocalypse 
Wrestling Federation in Toronto. 


496 BEASLEY (5711”, 185, 13, NL) 
Expanded beyond his home base of 


Florida for successful tours of Japan and Puerto 
Rico ... Previously known as Naphtali ... Debut 
match in Japan’s Zero-1 was against Zero-1 
President Shinjiro Otani ... Won the PWW Inter- 
national junior heavyweight title ... Used an old- 
school airplane spin and a DDT—onto a DVD 
disc ... Comes to the ring with a teddy bear 
named “Milo Bearsley” ... Often teams with Ray 
Beez and Bumz R Us. 
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49 7r:E B. BEAUTIFUL (6'3”, 350, 12, NL) Wres- 


tling’s most dangerous 300-plus pound cross-dresser 
since “Adorable” Adrian Adonis ... Loves pink frilly robes and ring 
gear, but can be a hardcore terror once the opening bell rings ... 
Scored a win over “Cowboy” Bob Orton in the opening round of 
the Frontier Championship Wrestling title tournament ... Lost a 
bloody barbed-wire match to FCW champ Stumpy ... Known for 
his “stuffed piledriver” where he stuffs his opponent’s head into 
his tights. 


49 §sinisten CROSS (6°7”, 291, 2, NL) Massive 
masked man has been wreaking havoc in Elite 


Pro Wrestling, Cham- 
pionship Pro Wres- 
tling, and Indie Pro 
Wrestling ... Went 
undefeated for the 
first 18 months of his 


career ... Power 
merchant managed 
by Dr. Douglas 
Crane ... Teamed 


with Griffen, but later 
7 lost a loser-leaves- 
= town match to him 
after the team 
imploded ... Primary 
finisher is a sit-down 
chokeslam, but also 
uses a variety of 
slams, clotheslines, 
and forearms to inca- 
pacitate opponents. 


49 JOHNNY ADAMS (6'1”, 230, 9, NL) “The Inferno” is 

a popular competitor based out of Empire State 
Wrestling ... Has held the Interstate title for more than a year after 
winning the vacant championship in a battle royal in May 2010 ... 
Has defended the title against Gabreal Saint, Danny Danger, and 
others ... Unsuccessfully challenged Chris Cooper for the ESW 
heavyweight title in April ... Has a high-energy style that mixes 
high-impact aerial wrestling and savvy wear-down holds ... Fin- 
isher is the Burning Hammer. 


50 GINO MARTINO (5°11”, 290, 15, NL) New England 


veteran has a legitimate claim to having the hardest 
head in wrestling—and perhaps the world ... Was featured on The 
History Channel’s Stan Lee’s Super Humans, MRIs of his skull 
revealed it to be 2.3-times thicker than the average human skull 
.. Broke a Guinness world record by having 45 concrete blocks 
broken over his head with a 16-pound bowling ball ... Favorite 
moves are the Jounce, a running headbutt to the ribs, and the 
Headbuttinator, a diving headbutt to the floor. 
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The list of active wrestlers is always changing. Since last year’s “PW/ 500” was published, some wres- 
tlers have migrated to different federations or changed their names. Others are now injured, inactive, or 
retired. Still others have been dropped from the rankings for other reasons. 


Keys are as follows: (D) deceased; (DL) disabled list throughout a major portion of this year; (I) 
inactive; (NC) name change; (NL) not listed; (R) retired. 


2 Cold Scorpio (NL) 
Aerostar (NL) 

Gran Akuma (NC) 
Brent Albright (NL) 
Ananzi (NL) 

Jackson Andrews (NL) 
Alex Anthony (NL) 
Vance Archer (NL) 
Bobby Ash (NL) 

Phil Atlas (NL) 

Brad Attitude (NC) 
Ernie Ballz (NL) 
Batista (R) 

Billy Bax (NL) 

B-Boy (NL) 

Bruiser Bennett (NL) 
Nicky Benz (NL) 

Paul Birchall (NL) 
Orien Bishop (NL) 
Matt Bishop (NL) 

BJ (NL) 

Chris Black (NL) 
Tyler Black (NC) 
Jason Blade (NL) 
Brandon Bonham (NL) 
Benjamin Boone (NL) 
Joe Bravo (NL) 
Drake Brewer (NC) 
Rey Bucanero (NL) 
Dos Caras Jr. (NC) 
Scott Chase (NL) 
Caprice Coleman (NL) 
Marco Corleone (NL) 
Consequences Creed (NC) 
Brandon Cutler (NL) 
Shawn Daivari (NL) 
Danny Daniels (NL) 
Trik Davis (NL) 

Colin Delaney (NL) 
Davey Deluxe (NL) 
Jimmy DeMarco (NL) 
Brett DiBiase (I) 
Spike Dudley (R) 
Vinny Dunn (NL) 
Sonjay Dutt (NL) 

Dan Eckos (NL) 

Rob Eckos (NC) 
Edge (R) 

Ron Falco (NL) 
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Egotistico Fantastico (NC) 
Felino (NL) 

Truitt Fields (NL) 
Finlay (R) 

Marion Fontaine (NL) 
Freak Nastty (NL) 
Nick Gage (|) 

Marshall Gambino (NL) 
Shad Gaspard (I) 

Billy Gibbs (NL) 

Jason Hades (NL) 
Handsome Johnny (NL) 
Kliff Hanger (NL) 
Teddy Hart (NL) 
Hellcat (NL) 

Gregory Helms (NL) 
Joe Hennig (NC) 

EI Hijo Del Santo (NL) 
Hobo Joe (NL) 

Prince laukea (NL) 
Rip Impact (NL) 
Shadow Jackson (NL) 
Chris Jericho (I) 

Cable Jones (NL) 
Mikal Judas (NL) 
Kamikaze (NL) 

Koji Kanemoto (NL) 
Kid Kash (NL) 

Johnny Kashmere (NL) 
Kaval (NC) 

Toshiaki Kawada (NL) 
J.C. Kea (NL) 

Billy Ken Kid (NL) 
Kimo (NL) 

Kiyoshi (NL) 

Joey Knight (NL) 
Robin Knightwing (NL) 
Dal Knox (NL) 

Mike Knox (I) 

Konnan (NL) 

Alex Koslov (NC) 

Leo Kruger (NL) 

Ryan Kruz (NL) 

Steve Kruz (NL) 

Latin Lover (NC) 

Phil Latio (NL) 

Nick Logan (DL) 

Jerry Lynn (NL) 

Lynx (NL) 


Scotty Mac (NL) 

Steve Madison (NL) 
Mahoney (NL) 

Takage Makabe (NL) 
Malachi (NL) 

Charly Manson (NL) 
La Mascara (NL) 

Rory McAllister (1) 
Mesias (NC) 

Yuko Miamoto (NL) 
Mikaze (NL) 

Mistico (NC) 

Maasaki Mochizuki (NL) 
Sean Morley (NL) 
Katsuhiko Nakajima (NL) 
Manabu Nakanishi (NL) 
Prince Nana (NL) 
Kevin Nash (NL) 

Nicho El Millionario (NL) 
Mr. Niebla (NL) 
Osamu Nishimura (NL) 
Steve O (NL) 

Naoya Ogawa (NL) 

Mr. Ooh La La (NL) 
Glen Osbourne (R) 
Shinjiro Otani (NL) 
Rudy Parker (NL) 

J.T. Playa (NL) 

Alex Price (NL) 
Johnny Prime (NL) 
Quiet Storm (NL) 
Chasyn Rance (NL) 
Jimmy Rave (NL) 
Reiko DMF (NL) 
Stevie Richards (NL) 
Takeshi Rikio (NL) 

Ace Rockwell (NL) 
Robert Roma (NL) 
Duke Rotundo (NC) 
Barry Ryte (NL) 

Ryoji Sai (NL) 

Gabe Saint (NL) 
Sangre Azteca (NL) 
Kensuke Sasaki (NL) 
Kohei Sato (NL) 

Ryan Sawyer (NL) 
Primo Scordino (NL) 
Scorpio Sky (NL) 


El Sensacional Carlitos (NL) 


Simon Sez (NL) 

Shark Boy (NL) 

Phil Shatter (NC) 
Shocker (NL) 

Slam Master J (NL) 
Slim J (NL) 

Zaquary Springate III (NL) 
Tony Stetson (NL) 
Aaron Stevens (NC) 
Erick Stevens (NL) 
A.J. Strokes (NL) 
Strongman (NC) 
Super Sweet (NL) 
Ryosuke Tagueira (NL) 
Tank (NL) 

Conrad Tanner (NL) 
Eddie Taurus (NL) 
Shaun Tempers (NL) 
El Terrible (NL) 

Texano ur. (NL) 
Cameron Thomas (NL) 
Thumbtack Jack (R) 
Tommy Thunda (NL) 
Titan (NL) 

Mike Tobin (NL) 
Tomko (NL) 

J.B. Trask (NL) 
Triple-H (DL) 

Tursas (NL) 

The Undertaker (DL) 
Jeremy Vain (NL) 
Volador Jr. (NL) 

Matt Walsh (NL) 

Sean Waltman (NL) 
Jimmy Wang Yang (NL) 
Barry Wolf (NL) 
Desmond Wolfe (I) 
Xtremo (NC) 

Yujiro (NC) 

Ron Zombie (NL) 
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Cover Story— The Wrestler: “The Angle Zone: Enter 
At Your Own Risk!” 60-Minute Interview: Bob Orton Jr. Also Inside: 
Booker T, Michaels-Christian, AJ. Styles, Ray “Big Bossman” Traylor. Cover 
Story—Inside Wrestling: "Edge Of Insanity! Hos He Ruined His 
Future?” Also Inside: Scott D'Amore, Paul London, Orlando Jordan, Joey 
Matthews, Kim Neilson, Kenny Bolin, Dunn & Marcos, Simon Dean, Mano, 
Kane-Snitsky, Magnus & Daivari, Pat Kenney. 
Cover Story—The Wrestler: "Hogan Steals 
WrestleMania!” 60-Minute Interview: Terry Funk. Also Inside: 
Comette vs. Heenan, Petey Williams, 10 unforgettable WrestleMania 
moments. Cover Story —Inside Wrestling: “WrestleMania 21: The Real 
Winners & Losers.” Also Inside: Alexis Loree, Lance Hoyt, Shane Twins, Jack 
Evans, Vol Venis, Arch Kincaid, Mike Mondo, Alere Littlefeather, Jeff 
Hammond, 0.(. Boyz, Shawn Michaels, 
Cover Story — The Wrestlers “Our Demand To The 10C 
Strip Angle Of His Medal!” 60-Minute Interview: George Steele. Also 
Inside: Randy Orton, Bobby Lashley, Ken Kennedy. Cover Story — Inside 
Wrestling: “Christian's TNA Gomble: If He Wins, Everybody Wins.” Also 
Inside: Aaron Stevens, Homicide, Boogeyman, Raven-Riley, Talia & April, 
Rory & Robbie McAlister, Colt Cabana, Mickie James. 
Cover Story— The Wrestler: “Rey Mysterio Jr: Too 
Much Man For His Own Good?” 60-Minute Interview: JJ. Dillon. Also 
Inside: Kane, Styles-Duniels-Joe, Teddy Har. Cover Story—Inside 
Wrestling: "Sting Or Steve: The Makeup On A Man Or ... The Make Up Of 
A Man." Also Inside: Brent Albright, Nottie Neidhart, Poul Birchall, Jay 
Lethal, Bobby Roode, Jimmy Rave, Ruckus, Kid Kash, 

Cover Story —The Wrestler: "'Big Brother’ Batista: 
‘Anybody Who Abused Rey Will Pay!" 60-Minute Interview: Horley 
Race. Also Inside: DeGeneration X, Trish-Mickie, Chris Sabin. Cover 
Story —Inside Wrestling: Extreme Success: “One Night That Changed 
The Face Of Wrestling.” Also Inside: Chris Masters, Eric Young, Alex Shelley, 
Al, David Young, Sonjay Dutt, The Naturals, Matt Bentley, Elix Skipper, 
Homicide, Johnny Devine, 

Cover Story —The Wrestler: “Blame Sting! He Could 
Have Prevented The War With Christian!” 90-Minute Interview: Bobby 
Heenan. Also Inside: Paul Heyman, Finlay & Regal, Mick Foley. Cover 
Story —Inside Wrestling: “Trish Stratus Tribute Cover.” Also Inside: 
Lita, Tumbuckle Turkey Awards. 
Cover Story—The Wrestler: “DeGeneration 
X-Plosion! Brace Yourself For The HHH vs. HBK Feud!” 90-Minute 
Interview: Paul Orndorff. Also Inside: WSX, Christian-Edge-Rhino, Bobby 
Lashley. Cover Story—Inside Wrestling: “WrestleMania Time 
Capsules —WWE's Biggest Event Through The Years." Also Inside: Sting. 
Cover Story —The Wrestler: "WWE Overhaul! Our 
Plan To Shuffle The Deck.” 90-Minute Interviews Lorry Zbyszko. Also 
Inside: McMahon & ECW, Mike Awesome, Colon-Flair. Cover Story — 
Inside Wrestling: “What's Up With A.J.? Some Words Of Wisdom From 
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A Man Who Knows.” Also Inside: Bobby Lashley, stars’ greatest covers, 
Cover Story —The Wrestlers" Mina: To Beautiful To Be 
Taken Serious?” 90-Minute Interview: Mognum TA. Also Inside: Introducing/ 
Looking Back. Cover Story—Inside Wrestling: “The Smackdown 
Curse —This |s The Title You Don't Want To Win.” Also Inside: James Storm, 
Hordys vs. Code & Murdoch, Memphis Revival, John Cena, baldies. 
Cover Story —The Wrestler: “Legend Killer! The 
Hidden Truth Behind Randy Orton's Obsession.” 90-Minute Interview: 
Bruno Sammartino. Also Inside: Bryon Danielson, Bob Backlund. Cover 
Story —Inside Wrestling: ‘The Benoit Tragedy: The Wrestling World 
Reacts And Remembers.” Also Inside: Candice Michelle, Mark Henry. 
Cover Story — The Wrestler: “Batista’s Bombshell! If 
| Don’t Beat The Undertaker, My Title Is Worthless!” 90-Minute Interview: Ted 
DiBiase. Also Inside: CM. Punk, Cena vs. Jeff Hardy, Bryon Donielson. 
Cover Story —Inside Wrestling: “Jealousy Rages: Who Will Knock Out 
Koren Angle?” Also Inside: Rey Mysterio Jr, Turnbuckle Turkeys. 
Cover Story—The Wrestler: “Kennedy 
Hornswoggled! How The Son-Of-A-Vince Story Should Have Played Oui.” 
90-Minute Interview: Tammy Sytch. Also Inside: Finlay, Super 8. Cover 
Story —Inside Wrestling: “Booker T(NA): I'm Pumped Up For The 
Second Half Of My Career!” Also Inside: Fabulous Moolah, Robert 
Roode, “Death Grip.” 
Cover Story— The Wrestler: “Kurt Angle: The Best 
Wrestler On The Planet!” 90-Minute Interview: Nick Bockwinkel. Also 
Inside: John Cena, The Briscoes, Cover Story —Inside Wrestling: 
"WrestleMania 24: The Thrilling Highs And Ridiculous Lows.” Also Inside: 
Motor City Machine Guns, ECW, Kaz. 
Cover Story —The Wrestler: "Samoa Joe To TNA: 
Get Serious Or Get Hurt!” 90-Minute Interview: Jim Comette. Also 
Inside: Ric Flair, CHIKARA. Cover Story—Inside Wrestling: 
“WrestleMania 24: The Real Winners & Losers.” Also Inside: Nigel 
McGuinness, Gail Kim. 
Cover Story—The Wrestler: “Triple-H’s 12th 
Reign: How He Can Make This One His Best.” 60-Minute Interview: Jesse 
Ventura. Also Inside: Petey Williams, Vince McMahon. Cover Story — 
Inside Wrestling: “Batisia — How Ric Flair |s Ruining His Corer.” Also 
Inside: Matt Hardy, 10 ROH stars you must know. 
Cover Story —The Wrestler: “Flying Solo: Is AJ. 
Styles Determined To Shed His Lost TNA Allies?” 90-Minute Interview: 
“Diamond” Dallas Page. Also Inside: John Cena, Edge, NWA’s 60th 
anniversary. Cover Story—Inside Wrestling: “Stoight-Edged 
WWE: Our Analysis Of The 2008 Draft.” Also Inside: Abyss, Inside 
Wrestling’s first edition. 
Cover Story — The Wrestler: “Y2J Saves Himself! By 
Becoming What He Hated, Jericho Finds New Life.” 90-Minute Interview 
Missy Hyatt. Also Inside: DiBiase & Rhodes, Briscoes. Cover Story — 
Inside Wrestling: “Enduring The Sting Of Psychological Warfare: 's Samoa 


Joe Ready To Crack? Also Inside: Kofi Kingston, Tumbuckle Turkeys. 
Cover Story — The Wrestler: “The Rage Of Orton: 
Are Randy's Anger Issues Holding Him Back?” 90-Minute Interview: Stan 
Honsen. Also Inside: S.D. Jones, Legends title, Sopolsky-Pearce. Cover 
Story — Inside Wrestling: “Sting: Worthy Of A Ric Flair Sendoff.” Also 
Inside: Batista, Kingston & Punk, most dominant champions. 
Cover Story— The Wrestler: "Main Event Mafia vs. 
Frontline: Which Faction Will Implode Firs!?” 90-Minute Interview: Jimmy 
Voliant. Also Inside: John Ceno, Reid Flair, Goran Gollagher Cover 
Story—Inside Wrestling: “Ultimania: The Al-Time WrestleMania 
Dream Cord.” Also Inside: Jack Swogger, Brock Lesnar, CM. Punk, Kane, 
Cover Story — The Wrestler: “The Odds Are Set! Who 
Will Break The Undertaker's Streak?" 90-Minute Interview: Ron Gorvin. Also 
Inside: Test, ROH-HDNet. Cover Story—Inside Wrestling: 
‘WrestleMania 25: The Real Winners And Losers.” Also Inside: Miz- 
Morrison-Primo-Corlito vs. Kid Rock, Lethal Consequences, Tyler Black. 
Cover Story — The Wrestler: “Tara Lives! A Sizzling 
90-Minute Interview With The Knockouts Chomp!" Also Inside: Jeff Hardy, 
Austin Aries, Mitsuharu Misawo, Sting. Cover Story — Inside Wrestling 
The Top 10 SummerSlam Performances Of All-Time.” Also Inside: Jack 
Swagger, bloodiest wrestlers. 
Cover Story — The Wrestler: “His Mojo's Rising: John 
Morrison's Plan To Sneak To The Top.” 90-Minute Interview: Ron Simmons. 
Also Inside: Matt Morgan, Blue Demon. Cover Story—Inside 
Wrestling: “Cody vs. Ted: Who Hos The Lead In The Race To Superstardom?” 
Also Inside: Rick Steamboat, Somoa Joe, Tumbuckle Turkeys. 
| Cover Story — The Wrestler: "TNA World Champion AJ. 
Styles The Untold Story OF How Sting Saved His Coreet” 90-Minute Interview 
Ivan Koloff. Also Inside: Danielson & McGuinness, Rey Mysterio Jr. Cover 
Story —Inside Wrestling: “Hot WrestleMania Rumor! John Cena vs. The 
Rock.” Also Inside: The Undertaker, What's Ahead For 2010. 
Cover Story— The Wrestler: “Kofi Break! A-Level 
Performances Validate WWE's Faith.” 90-Minute Interview: Jimmy Snuka. 
Also Inside: Umoga, Hart Dynasty. Cover Story — Inside Wrestling: 
"Dead Man Walking: Ths Grueling Reign Could Bury ‘Takers Career!” Also 
Inside: Scott Steiner, Rey Mysterio Jr,, Consequences Creed. 
Cover Story—The Wrestler: “How Ric Fair 
Whooooed AJ Styles ... How Sting Will Get Him Back.” 90-Minute Interview: 
Rick Martel, Also Inside: Hornswoggle, Davey Richards, The Hardys. Cover 
Story — Inside Wrestling: “Heart-Broken Kid: Shawn Tried To Be Nice 
... Now He Has To Be Himself.” Also Inside: CM. Punk, D'Angelo Dinero, 
body parts challenge. 
Cover Story— The Wrestler: “Trish Stratus Reveals 
Alt: 90 Minutes Of Hot Stuff From The Hottest Diva Ever!” Also Inside: 
Hordy-RVD, D-X, Rod Strong. Cover Story—Inside Wrestling: “He'll 
Never Admit lt ... But Randy Orton Needs Your Cheers.” Also Inside: 
WrestleMania 26, Matt Morgan, Eric Young. 
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Brandon Aarons 
Abyss 

Johnny Adams 
Perro Aguayo ur. 
AHTU 

Akebono 

Jun Akiyama 
Akuma 

Josh Alexander 
Brad Allen 
Dennis Allen 
Amasis 
Amazing Red 
Dean Ambrose 
American Kickboxer II 
Anarquia 

Karl Anderson 
Mr. Anderson 
Chris Angel 

Kurt Angle 
Robert Anthony 
Ares 

Austin Aries 
Asylum 

Atlantis 

Averno 

Ricky Banderas 
Jason Bane 
Wade Barrett 
Derrick Bateman 
Max Bauer 
Bazooka Joe 
Vince Beach 
Milo Beasley 
Peter B. Beautiful 
Mason Beck 
Shelton Benjamin 
Mike Bennett 
Trent Beretta 
Giant Bernard 
Big Daddy Voodoo 
Big Show 

Big Vito 

Ryan Bisbal 
Brandon Bishop 
Desean Bishop 
Corey Blaze 
Blue Meanie 
Blue Panther 
Sinn Bodhi 
Evan Bourne 
Steve Boz 
Harlem Bravado 
Lance Bravado 
Wes Brisco 

Jay Briscoe 
Mark Briscoe 
Brother Devon 
Rasche Brown 
Slyck Wagner Brown 
Daniel Bryan 
Jeremy Buck 
Max Buck 


Pat Buck 

Matt Burns 
Necro Butcher 
Colt Cabana 
Matt Cage 

Sami Callihan 
Cole Callaway 
Will Calrissian 
Arik Cannon 
Lucky Cannon 
T.J. Cannon 
Claudio Castagnoli 
John Cena 
Aden Chambers 
Kwan Chang 
Kory Chavis 
Cheech 
Chessman 
Masahiro Chono 
Chrisifix 
Christian 
Tommaso Ciampa 
Cibernetico 
Jimmy Cicero 
CIMA 

RJ City 

Craig Classic 
Brodus Clay 
Cloudy 

Adam Cole 

Bill Collier 
Carlito Colon 
Primo Colon 
Tito Colon 

Cliff Compton 
Chris Cooper 
Eric Cooper 
Darin Corbin 
Steve Corino 
Diego Corleone 
Eli Cottonwood 
Crazzy Steve 
Crimson 

Dave Crist 

Jake Crist 
Caylen Croft 
Matt Cross 
CUJO the Hellhound 
Johnny Curtis 
Jayson Cypress 
Brain Damage 
Christopher Daniels 
Josh Daniels 
Jake Davis 

Jon Davis 

Cody Deaner 
Delirious 

Mike Dell 
Chase DelMonte 
Alberto Del Rio 
Blue Demon Jr. 
Bobby Dempsey 
Prince Devitt 


Ted DiBiase Jr. 
D'Angelo Dinero 
Bloody Harker Dirge 
Joe Doering 
Naruki Doi 

Tim Donst 

Lince Dorado 
Mascara Dorado 
Kevin Douglas 
Damian Dragon 
Dragon Kid 
Dragon Rojo Jr. 
Tommy Dreamer 
Tyson Dux 
Robbie E 

Ryan Eagles 
Eddie Edwards 
Electroshock 
Michael Elgin 
Samuel Elias 
Aaron Epic 

Eric Escobar 

C.J. Esparza 
Brandon Espinosa 
Jack Evans 

R.D. Evans 
Extreme Tiger 

Mr. Fantastic 

Fred Flash 

Mozart Fontaine 
Franky the Mobster 
Masakatsu Funaki 
Martin Stanley Fuqua 
Nick Fury 

Justin Gabriel 

Joe Gacy 

Brett Gakiya 

Luke Gallows 
Johnny Gargano 
Hector Garza 
Gedo 

Gee Gee 

El Generico 
Robbie Gilmore 
Glamour Boy Shane 
Goldust 

Ray Gonzalez 
Hirooki Goto 
Kevin Grace 
Sylvan Grenier 
Chris Grey 

Griffen 

Pat Guennette 
Chavo Guerrero Jr. 
Gunner 

Charlie Haas 
Shane Hagadorn 
Hallowicked 
Ryota Hama 

“Mr. 450” Hammett 
Barry Hardy 

Jeff Hardy 

Matt Hardy 


Donny Harlow 
Husky Harris 
Shane Haste 
Danny Havoc 
Cody Hawk 
Ace Hawkins 
Curt Hawkins 
Kaz Hayashi 
Robby Heart 
Heavy Metal 
Jerome Hendrix 
Mark Henry 
Hernandez 
Chris Hero 
Shane Hollister 
Homicide 

Tim Horner Jr. 
BxB Hulk 
Hunico 

DJ Hyde 

Kota Ibushi 
Icarus 

Wataru Inoue 
Taiji Ishimori 
A.J. Istria 
Ezekiel Jackson 
Hartley Jackson 
Jimmy Jacobs 
Jimi the Hippie 
Jado 

J.R. James 

Jeff Jarrett 
Sabian 

Jigsaw 

Oliver John 
Whipdog Johnson 
Jason Jones 
Orlando Jordan 
Volador Jr. 

JTG 

Dylan Kage 
Tokyo Monster Kahagas 
Kane 
Yoshinobu Kanemura 
Damien Kass 
Kazarian 

Taiyo Kea 
Sterling James Keenan 
Kekoa the Flyin’ 
Hawaiian 

Brian Kendrick 
KENTA 

Great Khali 

Kid America 
Tyson Kidd 
Kijimuna 
Benjamin Kimera 
Kenny King 
Silver King 
Joey Kings 
Eddie Kingston 
Kofi Kingston 
Satoshi Kojima 


KONO 

Viadimir Kozlov 
Big E Langston 
Latino 

Jerry Lawler 
Dan Lawrence 
Roman Leakee 
Leslie Leatherman 
Brodie Lee 
Jimmy Lee 

Joe E. Legend 
Jay Lethal 

Joe Lider 
Jushin Liger 
Brandon Locke 
Bryan Logan 
Matt Logan 

Paul London 
Scott Lost 

Noah Lott 
Low-Ki 

Kirby Mack 

T.J. Mack 
Tommy Mack 
Dan Maff 
Magnus 

Jinder Mahal 
Maifu 

Togo Makabe 
Marc Mandrake 
Jake Manning 
Santino Marella 
Donny Marlow 
Gino Martino 
Naomichi Marufuji 
Chris Masters 
N8 Mattson 

J.D. Maverick 
Bruce Maxwell 
Preston Maxwell 
Robbie McAllister 
Ryan McBride 
John McChesney 
Michael McGilicutty 
Drew Mcintryre 
Ted McNaler 
Mega 

Mephisto 

Joey Mercury 
Metal Master 
Brian-Milonas 
The Miz 

Mike Mondo 
Devon Moore 
Shannon Moore 
Breaker Morant 
Matt Morgan 
Takeshi Morishima 
John Morrison 
Murphy 

Keiji Muto 

MVP 

Rey Mysterio Jr. 
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Yuji Nagata 
Tetsuya Naito 
Shinsuke Nakamura 
Jesse Neal 
Negro Casas 
Vance Nevada 
Jacob Novak 
Conor O'Brian 
Titus O’Neil 
Jake O'Reilly 
Kyle O'Reilly 
Octagon 
Okada 

Kenny Omega 
Ophidian 

Peter Orlov 
Randy Orton 
Ernesto Osiris 
David Otunga 
Pac 

Ethan Page 
Papadon 
Paredyse 

L.A. Park 

La Parka 
Pepper Parks 
Don Paysan 
Adam Pearce 
Pee Wee 

T.J. Perkins 
Player Uno 
Mike Posey 
Elvis Pridemore 
Jonny Puma 
CM Punk 

Mike Quackenbush 
Calvin Raines 
Rastakhan 
Raven 

Bully Ray 
Grizzly Redwood 
William Regal 
Jon Rekon 
Tyler Reks 
Adam Revolver 
Ricky Reyes 
Rhino 

Cody Rhodes 
Davey Richards 
Shaun Rickers 
Ricochet 

Andy Ridge 
Alex Riley 

Matt Riviera 
Dennis Rivera 
Christopher Rockwell 
Mike Rollins 
Seth Rollins 
Rocky Romero 
Bobby Roode 
Axi Rotten 

Bo Rotundo 
R-Truth 


Ruckus 
Alexander Rusev 
Ryan Rush 
Joey Ryan 
Mason Ryan 
Zack Ryder 
Ryot 

Chris Sabin 
Sabu 

Saifu 

Matt Saigon 
Akitoshi Saito 
Samoa Joe 
Damien Sandow 
Justin Sane 
Takuma Sano 
Kensuke Sasaki 
Byron Saxton 
Scarry Garry 
C.W. Scott 

Kyle Sebastian 
Takaski Seguira 
Sexxy Eddie 
Sheamus 

The Sheik 

Alex Shelley 
Bobby Shields 
Sam Shields 
Shingo 

Go Shiozaki 
Shockwave the Robot 
Alex Silva 

Sin Cara 
Sinister Cross 
Biff Slater 
Damien Slater 
Heath Slater 
Shorty Smalls 
Bison Smith 
David Hart Smith 
La Sombra 
Johnny Spade 
Shawn Spears 
Steve Stasiak 
Jason Static 
Richie Steamboat 
Kevin Steen 
Scott Steiner 
Buddy Stetcher 
Sting 

Mathieu St-Jacques 
Martin Stone 
James Storm 
Tim Storm 
Roderick Strong 
Stupified 

Ad Styles 
Sebastian Suave 
Super Crazy 
Suwama 

Kotaru Suzuki 
Minoru Suzuki 
Jack Swagger 


Rich Swann 

Mike Sydal 
Ryusuke Taguchi 
Yoshihiro Tajiri 
Yujiro Takahashi 
Yoshihiro Takayama 
Hiroshi Tanahashi 
Masato Tanaka 
Minoru Tanaka 
Michael Tarver 
Yoshi Tatsu 

Matt Taven 
Chuck Taylor 
Tommy Taylor 
Rob Terry 
Brandon Thurston 
Tiger Mask IV 
Rhett Titus 
Tommy Treznik 
Hiram Tua 

Scott Tytus 
Ultimo Dragon 
Ultimo Gladiador 
Jey Uso 

Jimmy Uso 
Mohamad Ali Vaez 
Vampiro 

Johnny Vandal 
Rob Van Dam 
Don Vega 
Vincent Vega 
Josef Von Schmidt 
Dr. Wagner Jr. 
Ash Walker 

Keith Walker 
Russell Walker 
Steven Walters 
Abraham Washington 
Percy Watson 
Bodie Williams 
Douglas Williams 
Petey Williams 
Adam Windsor 
Xavier Woods 
Scott Wright 
Chris Wylde 
Derek Wylde 
Shiima Xion 
Yamato 

Toruy Yano 
Mohammad Yone 
Masato Yoshino 
Darren Young 
Eric Young 

Silas Young 
Drake Younger 
Scott Zenzen 
Dolph Ziggler 

El Zorro 
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PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED PRESENTS 


THE MOST 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE 


The largest, most colorful magazine specials we’ve ever 
published are now being offered at unbelievable savings! 


Order the four-issue SuperSet and receive a discount of 

PAGE on 

LL WRESTLING ANNUAL (2007) 

The year in review, memorable quotes, winners & losers, great 
photos, and more Lash toons! 164 pages 


WRESTLING ANNUAL (2008) 
After the Benoit family tragedy dominated the news in 2007, a 
“normal” year of wrestling was welcome! Year in review, Lash, 
the works. 164 pages. 


WRESTLING ANNUAL (2009) 
A spectacular look back at the tumultuous year that was 2009. 164 
pages of insightful analysis, electrifying photos, and those amazing 
Lash LeRoux caricatures! 


WRESTLING ANNUAL (2010): 
TNA charged head-first into WWE and ended up with a big head- 
ache. That was just one of the stories in our 164-page collector’s 
special that shaped this historic year. 
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2010 Wrestling Annual—Apri! 2071 
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EALLY? THE MIZ as number one in the 
“PWI 500”? Really? 

Yes, really. Though he certainly demon- 
strated some flaws over the past 12 months, The 
Miz was a no-brainer for the top spot in this year’s 
rankings, as far as I’m concerned. 

Yes, he cheated to win on several occasions. 
Yes, John Cena dominated him on the house-show 
circuit for weeks at a time. Yes, Alex Riley embar- 
rassed him on Raw. And, yes, The Miz is very lim- 
ited in the ring from a technical standpoint. 

But despite all that, and most importantly in my 
mind, Miz did something that no other wrestler— 
and no other “PW/ 500” number-one selection 
except Steve Austin in 1998—has ever done: He 
held every title he could have possibly 
held in his promotion during the evalu- 
ation period. 

Granted, The Miz is as loathsome as 
the day is long. The words “class,” 
“honor,” and “sportsmanship” are rarely, 
if ever, spoken in the same sentence as 
Miz’ name. And, given the fact that he 
relied so heavily on Riley’s interference 
to help him retain the WWE heavy- 
weight title for more than five months, 
he didn’t come across as the strongest 
champion in company history. Also, 
unlike last year’s number one, AJ 
Styles, The Miz inspires intense hatred 
from fans. Where readers and fans 
might have celebrated Styles’ ascen- 
sion to the top position in the 2010 
“500,” it’s likely that few will be happy 
about Miz’ coronation in 2011. 

But that does not and should not 
eclipse the fact that during our evalua- 
tion period, The Miz held the World tag 
team title, the U.S. championship, and 
the WWE heavyweight championship. 
Had Miz been sent to Smackdown, 
there’s a good chance he would have 
also captured the WWE World and 
Intercontinental championships, which 
are exclusive to the blue brand. Any 
way you look at it, The Miz claimed the 
top prize of every division in which he 
competed. No other wrestler—in any 
organization—can say that. 
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Granted, had Edge not retired so suddenly this 
past April, he most likely would have been a front- 
runner for the top spot, and rightfully so. Admit- 
tedly, the competition for the number-one position 
was not feverish this year. Randy Orton and John 
Cena turned in solid but unspectacular years. 
Nobody from TNA established himself as being 
head and shoulders above the pack. Similarly, no 
international or independent wrestlers did any- 
thing to set themselves apart. So, yes, The Miz 
benefited from a relatively weak field this year. 
But, like him or hate him, nobody can deny that 
the Miz went out and did what he had to do in 
order to establish himself as a major player in 
WWE and in the “PW/ 500.” 


The Miz shows off some of the hardware he collected over the past year. B= : 
It is easy to criticize the loudmouthed braggart, but his accomplishments iy 
cannot be denied. 
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S | MADE my long annual drive down from 
western New York to suburban Philadel- 
phia for the editorial meeting for this year’s 
“500,” my only thought was Anyone but The Miz. 

I’m no Cena fan, but | was prepared to make a 
case for Cena, or Randy Orton, or even Takashi 
Sugiura to take the top spot in this year’s “500.” 
Hell, | spent seven hours of drive time considering 
all the reasons why The Miz didn’t deserve the top 
spot. But once our editorial staff sat down and 
starting discussing our options, | realized The Miz 
was the only viable choice. 

In fact, we almost got cold feet over the deci- 
sion once Miz started dropping matches to Cena 
and Alex Riley seemingly every week. | even 
became a Miz apologist, reminding Stu Saks that 
Miz had a better year during our evaluation period 
than anyone else, even though he fell into a 
slump this summer. 

I’m sure our selection of The Miz as number one 
will draw controversy, and of course, that’s the 
beauty of the “PW/ 500.” While our top pick and our 
top 10 always get the most attention from fans, it’s 
the latter half of the “500” that interests me the most. 

The wrestlers slotted between 250 and 500 
represent the future of the sport. They are the up- 
and-comers and the flashes in the pan. They are 
the future developmental talents and the wan- 
nabes. They are the stars of tomorrow, the week- 
end warriors, the dreamers, and the schemers. 
And to me, they represent much more of what 
wrestling is all about than The Miz does. 

| spent a lot of time researching the latter half 
of the “500” and compiling brief bios of each wres- 
tler. | noticed some interesting trends. 

A large percentage of wrestlers in the 250-500 
range weigh less than 200 pounds. Only a handful 
tips the scales at more than 300 pounds. In gen- 
eral, today’s wrestlers are much smaller than they 
used to be, and they are much more widely trav- 
eled. There are very few one-dimensional mon- 
sters out there. If these wrestlers, in fact, repre- 
sent the future, the future looks more like the X 
division than the traditional WWE big-man model. 

Also, there doesn’t seem to be as many gimmicks 
as there used to be. Sure, there are the Sugar 
Dunkertons and Peter B. Beautifuls, but most of the 
wrestlers in the 250-500 span compete under their 
own name or at least a reasonable facsimile thereof. 
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FROM THE BACK END 


It’s funny—I used to hate the fact that wrestlers 
competed under names like Sting and The UIlti- 
mate Warrior. Now | find myself missing the color 
and individuality gimmick wrestlers had. Some- 
times it feels like we’re lost in a sea of inter- 
changeable male models. Take a look at FCW, 
where most wrestlers are given standard-issue 
four-syllable names. 

I’m not sure when it happened, but it seems 
like 70 percent of all indy wrestlers are based in 
either Pennsylvania or Florida. Ontario may lead 
North America in wrestlers per capita. Hopefully, 
the Mid-Atlantic region, Texas, and California can 
return to prominence. Better yet, let’s see some 
fresh new faces from a new geographic area—is 
anyone wrestling in Alabama, Utah, or Nebraska? 

Miz as number one represents a new era in wres- 
tling, an era where personality is more important 
than talent. Hopefully, this era will be short-lived. 
Considering the talent in the latter half of this year’s 
“500,” | believe an exciting new era is on its way. 


% 


Wrestlers such as Aden Chambers, who usually appear at 
the back of the “500,” represent a trend toward smaller, 
more agile wrestlers who eschew campy gimmicks, says 
Dan Murphy. 


PERFORMANCE 


ENJOY THE rare circumstance when the 
industry actually celebrates the careers of its 
legends, particularly when these vets are still 
able enough to appreciate the victory lap. WWE 
does it in fine style, as evidenced by Hulk 
Hogan’s resurgence in 2003 and Ric Flair’s retire- 
ment in 2008. 
Jerry Lawler might not have even been expecting 
a victory lap, especially since the vast majority of his 
in-ring triumphs took place in Memphis, the AWA, 
and World Class, and not in WWE. But there seems 
to be a newfound appreciation of Lawler inside 
WWE, perhaps among the younger members of the 
creative team who are accustomed to Lawler being 
such an entertaining pres- 
ence on WWE programs for 
the past 15 years. 
Consider his achieve- 
ments in 2010-11: On his 
61st birthday, Lawler faced 
WWE champion The Miz in 
a tables, ladders, and chairs 
match on Raw. He pinned 
The Miz in a six-man tag 
team match. He won a sev- 
en-man Raw Rumble to earn 
another shot at Miz at the 
Elimination Chamber pay- 
per-view. And he competed 
at his first WrestleMania, in 
a tainted loss to fellow 
broadcaster Michael Cole. 
And we should remember 
his many appearances on 
the independent circuit, 
where demand for “The 
King” is at an all-time high. 
Just a few issues ago, | 
wrote about Lawler’s victory 
over Tommy Dreamer inside 
a steel cage at a Northeast 
Wrestling event, seemingly 
putting an end to their 
15-year feud. 
If | have a nitpick about this 
year’s “PWI 500,” it’s that 


lor, Calvin Raines, and Byron Saxton. No offense to 
any of those guys, but something tells me that if Cal- 
vin Raines had a match at WrestleMania 27, he 
would’ve been ranked considerably higher. 

Sometimes we take our legends for granted: 
“Hey, Lawler is a former AWA World champion 
and now he’s fighting announcers.” Hey, The Miz 
was WWE champion this year, and he was fight- 
ing 61-year-old announcers. 

Lawler has placed in the “500” 15 times since its 
debut in 1991, peaking at number seven in 1992. 
Another magic number for me is 41, which is how 
many years he has been a pro wrestler. I’d have to 
consult our friends at Internet Wrestling Database 

to find out whether that’s 
some kind of record, but I’d 
Ey wager that Lawler has more 
=) experience than anyone ever 
to appear in our rankings. 
Remember, Lawler debuted 
in 1970, and Ric Flair didn’t 
debut until 1972. 
| realize my commentary 
here is only one more tribute 
that has been written about 
Lawler over the past year, 
and we’ve used a heckuva 
lot of ink on him throughout 
his career. But | think Lawler, 
as the most enduring broad- 
cast voice in WWE since 
Vince McMahon, has made 
an immeasurable contribu- 
tion to the company—and 
his in-ring exploits in WWE 
over the past year were 
extraordinary. And if some- 
one like Calvin Raines— 
someone who has worked 
hard for little glory over the 
past decade—is miffed 
because I’ve spent a page 
talking about someone who 
entered the business just 
shortly after the moon land- 
ing, then take solace: Keep 


Lawler was lost in the 200s Experience counts for a lot in pro wrestling, but working hard, and maybe 


among wrestlers such as 
Christopher Gray, Tommy Tay- “PW/500” rankings. 


Harry Burkett feels that Jerry Lawler’s experience + : ; 
may have cost him a few spots in this year’s you'll get a victory lap in 


about 30 years. 
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HATED THE Dallas Cowboys teams of the 

1990s. Have always despised the New York 

Yankees. Rooted ardently against Wayne 
Gretzky and the Edmonton Oilers of the NHL in 
the 1980s. Still don’t care for the New England 
Patriots of Belichick and Brady. 

| guess you might say | don’t much like dynas- 
ties in sports, unless the ruling dynasty is a team 
for which | root. But as much as | tend to hate 
most dynasties, I’m not necessarily against their 
existence. It’s great fun to see the Yankees and 
Patriots fail. But there is a school of thought that 
says parity is better for the 
economics of sports. The 
equation is complicated, but 
this view holds it’s better for 
leagues as a whole if you 
have a lot of good teams and 
few great ones and if the 
same teams don’t dominate 
year after year. 

Okay, so wrestling isn’t 
much like the NFL or Major 
League Baseball. That’s good 
in theory, because in wres- 
tling, parity stinks. 

Unfortunately, parity struck 
too hard in 2011. 

Let me state first that | think 
our staff has put together a 
terrific “PWI/ 500.” This is no 
indictment of them. But what | 
noticed in zooming out and 
surveying the big picture of 
this year’s list is that by fault 
of many behind the scenes, 
too many wrestlers in the top 
35 had good years, and not 
nearly enough had great 
ones. The only two U.S.- 
based wrestlers in the two big 
companies who to me had 
outstanding years, were, 
appropriately, numbers one 
and two, Miz and Randy 
Orton. 


Ay Gearge Napalitana 


Prats 


Rey Mysterio Jr. at eight? 

CM Punk at nine? 

Stinking parity! 

Again, | don’t disagree with these rankings. They 
accurately reflect what took place during the evalu- 
ation period of June 1, 2010, to May 31, 2011. 

But Kane and Del Rio, for instance, only had 
great first halves, Mr. Anderson had his ups and 
downs, Mysterio was solid but at least an area 
code away from spectacular, and Punk was 
throttled by Big Show early on and not winning 
much after that. Problem is, there aren’t candi- 

dates who are more deserving 
of top spots. 

Hell, Sheamus wallowed 
through a “what-is-Creative- 

f) thinking?” losing streak this 
®)) winter and still slid in just out- 
| side the top 10. What does that 
say about the field? Dolph Zig- 
gler in the top 20? Kofi Kings- 

‘| ton at 29? Cody Rhodes at 35? 

Roster depth is nice, but 
overrated. Vince McMahon 
knows as well as anyone that 
business is best when he has 
one megastar around whom 
he can build. He once got 
ridiculously lucky and had two 
at the same time in Steve 
Austin and The Rock, and we 
got a delightful reminder of 
that this year. No offense, but 
John Cena doesn’t quite qual- 
ify as a megastar. The Miz 
and Randy Orton aren’t ever 
going to, either. 

The counterargument, of 
course, is that as hard as you 
try, you can’t just anoint anyone 
a megastar. Don’t we wish 
WWE or TNA could just pick 
this person? This kind of thing 
just has to happen on its own, 
but bold booking sure helps 


push things along. 

In 2011, parity again hap- 
pened in wrestling. Ugh! It 
should be a dirty word. 


Not only would a spectacular year from John 
Cena have made WWE more interesting, it 
would have spiced up the “500” rankings 
this year as well, says Dave Lenker. 


Kane at number four? 
Alberto Del Rio at six? 
Mr. Anderson at seven? 
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TNA@’S STARS? 


ICK UP ANY edition of the past 20 “PW/ 

500s” and you'll see an unbiased and 

unforgiving snapshot of the wrestling scene 
for that particular year. 

The inaugural issue, from 1991, tells the story 
of Hulk Hogan’s year as the most dominant force 
in all of wrestling; 2000’s list tells the story of Tri- 
ple-H rising to the top of a promotion that he may 
be running one day. 

And so, for TNA, what story does this year’s 
“PWI 500” tell? 

One of a company that still has not yet hit its 
stride. 

No clearer is that story told than through last 
year’s number-one ranked wrestler AJ Styles—the 
first-ever TNA wrestler to achieve the top spot in 
the “PW/ 500.” His fall this year to number 24 is 
the second-steepest decline of any number-one 
wrestler who remained on the list the following 
year. He is behind only Dean Malenko, who fell 
from number 1 in 1997 to number 35 in 1998. 

What did Styles do wrong to merit such a siz- 
able drop? But for a brief hiatus 
caused by a hip injury, he 
remained active and largely 
healthy during the evaluation 
period. He was as capable as 
ever of delivering the type of 
world-class performances that 
caught our attention last year. 

But it’s not what Styles did 
that caused his drop. It’s what he 
didn’t do, or rather, what TNA 
didn’t do with him. 

Consider this: By the time last 
year’s “PWI/ 500” hit the news- 
stands, Styles was just another 
member in a heel faction, feuding 
over TNA’s rather inconsequen- 
tial TV championship. As of press 
time, Styles—the man widely 
considered the best wrestler in 
the world just a year ago—had 
not competed in a TNA World 
title match on pay-per-view since 
March of 2010. 

Styles’ tailspin is only a symp- 


from this year’s “PW/ 500.” TNA, the number-two 
promotion in the country, drawing millions of view- 
ers to its nationally televised program each week, 
boasts just one roster member in this year’s top 
10. That’s Mr. Anderson—a gifted competitor, but 
also one who has received opportunities in TNA 
largely because he used to be a star in WWE. 

In fact, Styles, at 24, is the highest-ranked “TNA 
original.” Other wrestlers on this list echo the story 
of TNA’s woes. Sting, who had held TNA’s World 
title for three months by the end of the evaluation 
period, didn’t crack the top 20. Samoa Joe, once 
considered the hottest prospect in wrestling, comes 
in at 42 after another year of wasted potential. 

The truth is that the 2011 “PW/ 500” should be 
a wakeup call to TNA executives. The company’s 
overall lack of representation at the top of this list, 
despite its talented roster, tells you all you need 
to know about why TNA’s approach of hitching its 
wagons to aging stars of the past, while marginal- 
izing its fresher and hungrier competitors, is sim- 
ply not working. 


Photo by Lee South/TNA Wrestling 


F The athletic AJ Styles delivers a Pele kick to Rob Van Dam. After finishing atop fo” 
tom of a much bigger problem, the 2010 “PW/500,” AJ slipped to number 24 this year. That slide reveals a funda- [ius 
and one that is easy to detect mental flaw in TNA’s approach, says Al Castle. 
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INDEPENDENT ROUNDUP 
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ESPITE BEING RECOG- 
NIZED as two of the top 
stars in Ring of Honor 
over the past half-decade or so, 
singles gold had always somehow 
eluded both and 
. This all changed at 
the aptly named Best in the World 
2011 iPPV at the Hammerstein 
Ballroom in New York City. 
Richards’ long, winding road 
to the top finally ended when he 
bested his American Wolves tag 
team partner Eddie Edwards in a 
spectacular main event to become 
the 16th ROH champion. The end- 


Davey Richards goes for a pin attempt on Eddie Edwards during their ROH championship match 
at Best in the World 2011. Richards emerged with the title after what many observers called a 


Match of the Year candidate. 
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ing sequence had the crowd on its 
feet, as the competitors tore into 
each other with repeated strikes. 
Richards eventually gained the up- 
per hand, scoring with a series of 
kicks. Edwards narrowly escaped 
two pinfall attempts, but finally suc- 
cumbed after Richards leveled him 
with a running kick to the head just 
past the 36-minute mark. 
Afterward, an emotional Rich- 
ards took the mike and thanked 
Edwards, his training partners 
and , 
and the fans. He then paid trib- 
ute to his late grandparents, who 


raised him. Both men were treated 
in the lockerroom for injuries sus- 
tained in the match, but left the 
building under their own power. 
Doctors on-site recommended 
that they take time off to recover. 

“That might have been the most 
hard-fought match I’ve ever been 
in,” said the 28-year old Richards, 
clutching his newly won title belt. 
“Il can’t even begin to describe 
the respect | have for Eddie and 
what an honor it was to defeat him 
for this championship. It’s been a 
long, long journey and to finally be 
able to call myself ROH champion 
... it’s just overwhelming. 

“I’ve worked so hard 
and made so many sac- 
rifices along the way. It’s 
no secret that | contem- 
plated retirement last 
year. But this is what 
| love to do and this is 
where | belong.” 

Generico, who, like 
Richards, is a former 
ROH tag team champion, 
defeated 

earlier in the 
night to become the com- 
pany’s third TV champi- 
on. With the crowd firmly 
behind him, the “Generic 
Luchador” countered 
Daniels’ Best Moonsault 
Ever by raising his knees, 
then nailed a running 
boot in the corner and his 
patented top-rope brain- 
buster for the win. 

A distraught “Fallen 
Angel” left the arena 
quickly. Given his current 
involvement in TNA, the 
status of his latest tenure 


Photo by George Tahinos 


Death. MASADA twice sent Takeda through flaming panes of glass and power-bombed him onto several 
cinder blocks before taking the trophy. 


in ROH is suddenly uncertain. 

The timing of Richards’ and 
Generico’s big wins was signifi- 
cant, as both stand to be major 
players in ROH’s future. The day 
before the event, the company 
held a press conference at which 
its new owner, Sinclair Broadcast 
Group, outlined plans for the fu- 
ture. This included, most signifi- 
cantly, the announcement of a 
new TV show to begin airing in 
September. A new ROH logo was 
also introduced. 

Back to Richards for a mo- 
ment, the seven-year vet is also 
looking for redemption in South- 
ern California-based Pro Wrestling 
Guerrilla. Late last year, he was 
stripped of the PWG title when he 
was unable to defend due to com- 
mitments in Japan. 

captured 
the vacant championship and 
has had a stranglehold on it ever 
since, most notably turning back 
the challenge of another former 
PWG champion, , on Night 
Two of All Star Weekend 8. Now 
that Richards is back stateside, he 
is looking to reclaim what he feels 
is still rightfully his. 


“Really? His title?” rhetorically 
asked an annoyed Castagnoli 
when informed about Richards’ in- 
tentions. “I don’t care what he has 
accomplished in the past or what 
he’s done elsewhere. This belt isn’t 
going anywhere. End of story.” 

CZW recently celebrated a de- 
cade of ultra-violence with Tourna- 
ment of Death 10. The winner of 
this year’s event was ; 
who defeated 
after putting his opponent through 
a glass pane soaked with lighter 
fluid twice! 

MASADA had earlier defeated 

and 
to reach the finals. After dispos- 
ing of Takeda, he challenged UI- 
traviolent Underground champion 

to a match later in 
the summer, with the winner going 
on to face Big Japan Death Match 
champion at the Chri$ 
Ca$h Memorial Show in Septem- 
ber. Havok quickly accepted. 

The issues between CZW own- 
er and 
continue to escalate, with Excel- 
lent recently forming an alliance 
with . Hyde pulled 
out of a three-way match at Tour- 


nament of Death so that Excel- 
lent and Callihan would have to 
face each other, but they instead 
mocked him with a “slow motion” 
comedy farce. 

Excellent allowed Callihan to 
pin him, meaning that Callihan 
will face Hyde at the CZW Arena. 
But their plan backfired, as Excel- 
lent must serve as Hyde’s “slave,” 
and Callihan has to face 

earlier at the same show. 

Fresh off of his controversial 
elimination from WWE’s Tough 
Enough, has returned 
to the independent scene. The 
man best known as 

is currently gunning for Action 
Zone Wrestling heavyweight cham- 
pion - 
The impending showdown be- 
tween the two is intriguing for a 
number of reasons. For starters, 
Cross has returned to the Hawaii- 
based promotion for the first time 
since appearing on its very first 
show in 2006. Additionally, both 
Cross and Cobb boast similar 
gymnastic styles and good-na- 
tured demeanors. 

“The fans can expect a good, 
clean, exciting match between Jeff 
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and me,” said Cross. “It’s go- 
ing to be fast-paced and the 
action will be furious, for sure. 
I’m looking forward to return- 
ing to Hawaii and testing Jeff. 
I’ve heard great things, but 
let’s see how good this kid re- 
ally is.” 

Cobb is currently in his sec- 
ond reign as AZW’s top singles 
champion, having taken the 
title back from last 
December. 

emerged as the 

surprise winner of WSU’s Un- 

censored Rumble IV, outlasting 

22 other competitors to earn a 

future shot at WSU champion 

. Despite 

being the first entrant in the 

match, she persevered and 
won after eliminating both 

and : 

Afterward, Martinez led the 
entire WSU roster to the ring 
to pay tribute to 

. A longtime Northeast 
indy favorite, Rogers earlier 
wrestled, and defeated, 

in her retirement 
match. 
is best known 
to his listeners as the co-host 
of Turnbuckle Turmoil and 
Sign Guy’s Wrestling Show on 
blogtalkradio.com, but he may 
have recently made history 
as the first man to compete 
in an MMA match and a pro 
wrestling match at the same 
co-promoted event, while also 
refereeing another wrestling 
match that same night. 

Amos lost to False Count 
Radio host in the 
main event of a card promoted 
by Volcano MMA in Spanaway, 
Washington. He was then pinned 
by in the 
opening match of a New Genera- 
tion Wrestling Northwest show 
that was held immediately after. 
Later, he refereed a match be- 
tween NGW tag team champions 

and 
and challengers 
and 
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After being knocked out by 
, Amos initially award- 

ed the match to Sutherland and 
Venture. But his decision was re- 
versed, and Bishop and Price were 
awarded a disqualification victory. 

Jersey All Pro Wrestling pro- 
moter 
has announced the forthcom- 
ing launch of another endeavor 
called Jersey Shore Champion- 
ship Wrestling. 


Lexxus turned in an impressive effort by outlasting 22 other women in WSU’s 2011 
Uncensored Rumble match. With the win, the current tag team champion will soon get to 
challenge WSU champion Mercedes Martinez for her title. 


According to a press release, 
the goal of the new company “is 
to create a product that will be 
easy to follow for a new genera- 
tion of casual wrestling fans.” 

JSCW is expected to offi- 
cially debut in September. Tal- 
ent already signed to compete 
includes ; ; 


( and 
), and 


Photo by Frank Krewda 


( and 


The future of three-time former 
NWA champion 
has been a matter of much spec- 
ulation in recent months. “Scrap 
Iron” has missed months of ac- 
tion due to an injury of his bra- 
chial plexus, but it appears that a 
comeback is imminent. Recently, 
Pearce posted a promotional 
video on YouTube entitled “One 
More Ride.” 

It is expected that the 15-year 
vet will resume his pursuit of cur- 
rent NWA champion ; 
who took the title from 

back in April. Pearce had 
lost it to Cabana about a month 
earlier, and is still waiting for his 
“guaranteed” return match. 

In not-so-positive 
injury news, it looks 
like Dragon Gate USA | 
talent will 
miss a minimum of ff 
four months after un- 
dergoing knee surgery. \iee 
Lee was originally di- 
agnosed with a minor 
tear of his MCL with a F 
sprained ACL; it was |™ 
later discovered that |~ 
he had also suffered a | 
dislocated patella. 

Finally, a very 
sad note, as Ground | 
Breaking Wrestling re- 
cently confirmed that 

passed 
away after being in- 
volved in an auto ac- 
cident. Roberts, who 
began his pro career 
in 2002, was a well- 
known talent in the 
Northeast who com- 
peted in such promo- 
tions as CZW, Force 
1, and PWA. 

The Spring Grove, 
Pennsylvania, native 
was perhaps best 
known for teaming 
with in GBW 
under the team name 


Recent Title Changes 

Classic Championship 
Wrestling, Rutherford, PA, 
June 6: 

beat for the CCW 
Tradition title ... Mid-Missouri 
Wrestling Alliance, St. Louis, 
MO, June 11: 

defeated to 

become the MMWA TV champion 
... Ohio Valley Wrestling, Lou- 
isville, KY, June 15: 
& defeated 

( & 

) for the OVW tag team 
title ... Fusion Tradition Wres- 
tling, McMinnville, TN, June 
18: 
Interim Fusion champion 

for the title ... New York 
Wrestling Connection, Deer 


pinned FTW . 


Park, NY, June 18: 
beat and 
to become the first ever NYWC 
Starlet-champion ... 
& defeated 

& for the 
NYWC tag team title ... NWA- 
New Jersey, May’s Landing, 
NJ, June 18: 

n. beat to. become the 
first-ever NWA-Coastal heavy- 
weight champion ... Southern 
All-Star Wrestling, Millersville, 
TN, June 24: de- 
feated to become 
the SAW Southern heavyweight 
champion... Federation of 
Elite Wrestlers, Fort Wayne, 
IN, June 26: beat 

to become the 
first FEW Vixen’s champion. O 
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After sitting on the sidelines with a brachial plexus injury for quite some time, it looks as if three-time 


former champion Adam Pearce will finally be back in the NWA title hunt. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL REPORT 
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HERE HAS BEEN major 
fallout in All Japan following 
a backstage incident that 
saw Voodoo Murders member 
viciously assault 
veteran 

. Although the attack was po- 
tentially part of a storyline, the lat- 
ter was thrashed so severely that 
he suffered a legitimate stroke. 
Hirai was still comatose several 
weeks after undergoing emer- 
gency surgery. The incident sent 
shockwaves around the company. 
Shortly thereafter, longtime 

All Japan President 
resigned from his position. In ac- 
cordance with Japanese culture, 
Muto acknowledged that the inci- 


dent disgraced the company, and, 
as the leader in charge, he had 
to assume personal responsibility 
for what happened by giving up 
his job. Muto will remain with All 
Japan as an active wrestler and 
serve in a diminished role on the 
company’s advisory board. 

In addition to accepting Muto’s 
resignation, All Japan has sus- 
pended Taru indefinitely, along 
with the other Japanese members 
of the Voodoo Murders ( : 

, and ) who were 
present when the attack took place 
on former Murders member Hirai. 
In addition, all titles held by Voo- 
doo Murders members were de- 
clared vacant, as they could not be 


KONO (in the air vs. Suwama) was recently suspended by All Japan after his Voodoo 
Murders associate Yoshikazu Taru assaulted veteran Nobukazu Hirai backstage. The 
attack caused Hirai to suffer a stroke. KONO was forced to give up his tag team title. 
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defended during. the suspensions. 

The two gaijin (foreign) mem- 
bers of the Murders—former 
WWE wrestlers and 

—were not 
suspended. However, the sus- 
pension of KONO affected Doer- 
ing in that the two men were co- 
holders of the AJPW Unified tag 
team championship. Doering was 
not permitted to choose a different 
partner with whom to defend the 
title. Instead, he was required to 
surrender the belt. 

Following the lead of 
(formerly ) and 

(the former 

), CMLL standout be- 
came the latest lucha libre star 
to head north to sign a contract 
with WWE. Unlike the other two, 
it is not believed that WWE has 
a long-term plan to heavily push 
Averno (who will soon undergo a 
change in his ring name and likely 
his persona). However, his acqui- 
sition is reportedly seen by WWE 
as another step toward gaining 
market share against CMLL and 
AAA among Mexican and Mexi- 
can-American fans. 

Averno’s final match before 
leaving CMLL took place at the 
company’s Final Justice event. 
He came out on the losing end 
of a best-of-three falls mask-vs.- 
mask match against 

. Following the time-honored 
custom, the vanquished wres- 
tler unmasked himself without a 
struggle. He then took the house 
microphone and revealed that he 
is a 34-year-old native of Mexico 
City named 
and had been wrestling profes- 
sionally for 16 years. 


Could 20-year 


run as one of the top two or three 
draws in Puerto Rico be winding 
down? After leaving the WWC for 
the IWA over a disputed request 
for time off from the ring, the char- 
ismatic “Ray-Tings” has only made 
one actual wrestling appearance in 
his ballyhooed return to the IWA. 
He has mosily appeared in seg- 
ments of his Ray-Tings Café talk 
show to advance various story- 
lines—and of late has even been 
doing that irregularly. Perhaps after 
winning the top titles in Puerto Rico 
a combined 23 times (16 WWC 
Universal heavyweight champion- 
ships, and seven IWA heavyweight 
championships), he feels there is 
nothing left to prove. 

Many longtime British wrestling 
fans have mixed feelings about 
the multitude of native sons of the 
U.K.—including several current 
WWE and TNA headliners and mid- 
carders—who have left their home 
promotions (and immediately de- 
emphasized their British-style wres- 
tling training) to seek more lucrative 
careers for the big North American 
promotions. On the one hand, it is 
a source of pride that has helped 
generate mainstream interest in the 
business whenever WWE or TNA 
tours the U.K. On the other hand, it 
is a drain on the talent pool of some 
already struggling promotions. 

This dichotomy of emotions has 
been cleverly manipulated into an 
ongoing storyline in FWA. Cham- 
pion has made 
himself into a hated heel by say- 
ing the title’s only meaning to him 
is that it could help him earn a big 
overseas contract. In a fashion 
not-so-coincidentally reminiscent 
of leadership 
of and in 
WWE, Stone assembled a group of 
equally ambitious young wrestlers. 
Dubbing themselves ; 
the group has run roughshod over 
the promotion ever since. 

In a recent interview, 

expressed an interest in mak- 
ing areturn to WWE at some time 
in the future. However, for the time 
being, his main goals are to make 


Even though Yoshihiro Tajiri is having success in Scandinavia with his Smash promo- 
tion, word is the “Japanese Buzzsaw” is open to a WWE return. 


promotional inroads both in his na- 
tive Japan, in Scandinavia (Sweden, 
Norway, and Denmark) and Finland. 
His fledgling Japanese promotion, 
Smash, was created from the rem- 
nants of the disbanded HUSTLE. 
Like its predecessor, Smash faces 
an uphill battle to make inroads 
against the top indies, such as 
Dragon Gate, let alone promotional 
giants New Japan, All Japan, and 
Pro Wrestling NOAH. 

However, Tajiri has been making 
surprising progress in his northern 
European ventures. For example, 
working in conjunction with Fight 
Club Finland (with whom he has 
established a talent exchange), the 
veteran Japanese has made sever- 
al trips to Finland in recent months, 
twice capturing and then losing the 
FCF Finnish heavyweight champi- 
onship while feuding with 


and . Additional 


cross-promotional trips are planned, 
and Tajiri reportedly has plans to 
set up shows in Stockholm and Go- 
thenburg, Sweden, while exploring 
possibilities in the other Scandina- 
vian countries. 

The international wrestling com- 
munity is mourning the recent pass- 
ing of . A fixture 
in various Canadian promotions 
during the 1950s and 1960s, MacT- 
vish was born in 
Old Cumnock, Ayrshire, Scotland, 
in 1932. He emigrated to Canada 
as a teenager, serving in the Kore- 
an War before turning to profession- 
al wrestling. Gilmour soon changed 
his ring name to emphasize his 
heritage. Generally wrestling as a 
fan favorite, McTvish worked in ter- 
ritories located throughout the vari- 
ous Canadian provinces, but was 
most popular in British Columbia. 
He also embarked on a couple of 
European tours. O 
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SEND LETTERS TO: 


BETWEEN FALLS 
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A LONG WAIT 


What in the world did TNA do at 
Slammiversary? Allowing James 
Storm to partner up with Alex Shel- 
ley with the tag team title on the 
line was a big mistake. The second 
Bobby Roode handed Shelley that 
tag team title belt on the entrance 
ramp, the demise of Beer Money 
Inc. began. 

| love Beer Money Inc. and The 
Motor City Machine Guns, but | 
love them as opponents, not as tag 
team partners! This whole mess just 
makes no sense to me. Nice job 
screwing up a good thing, TNA! 
JAMES ANDERSON 
Racine, WI 


In recent weeks, we’ve seen the 
return of The Rock and “Stone-Cold” 
Steve Austin to Raw. Now, Raw is 
supposed to be rated TV-PG, yet both 
WWE legends used foul language on 
the show. Racy language and Austin’s 
beer drinking doesn’t bother me, but | 
must ask, if the current WWE wrestlers 
have to mind their language on Raw, 
why not Austin and The Rock, too? 

LINDA PFELLAR 
Chicago, IL 


| wish Ring of Honor would fea- 
ture more women’s wrestling. Dazee 
Haze and Sara Del Rey are great 
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Vince McMahon may not have been thrilled with the selection of Andy Leavine as the winner of 
Tough Enough, but reader Max Cardille thought the 6’5”, 300-pound former football star was 
the perfect choice. 


Photo by Lee South/TNA Wrestling 


Two-time TNA World champion Mr. Anderson never wavered in his pursuit of the title, even 
when Rob Van Dam interjected himself into the title scene. Anderson deserves credit for his 


persistence, says reader Patrick Duffy. 


wrestlers, but they appear on 
ROH cards only sporadically. | 
thoroughly enjoy their matches 
and would love to see them ap- 
pear on a more frequent basis not 
only against each other, but ver- 
sus other females as well. 
LYNNETTE COAKES 
Belmar, NJ 


Congratulations to Andy Leavine 
for winning Tough Enough. |'ll ad- 
mit | didn’t have him pegged as the 
winner as the season unfolded, but 
he’s big and athletic and displayed 
a much better attitude than a lot of 
the other prospects. | think Steve 


Austin made the correct call when 

he selected Leavine over Luke 

Robinson. | thought Luke was too 
into himself. 

MAX CARDILLE 

San Diego, CA 


| would like to comment on a 
letter written by Kari Focelli that 
appeared in your August 2011 is- 
sue (“Matt’s Mistake”). It concerns 
Matt Morgan and Ms. Focelli’s 
opinion that Morgan will never 
achieve anything significant in 
TNA as a member of Immortal. 

| couldn’t disagree with her 
more. Morgan’s only hope for be- 
coming World champion in TNA 


lies solely with Immortal. Go- 
ing back to his days in WWE, 
Morgan has consistently fallen 
short in big matches. He may 
be seven-feet tall and weigh 
more than 300 pounds, but 
up to now, he has failed to 
use those tools to his advan- 
tage. Currying the support of 
powerbrokers like Hulk Hogan 
and Eric Bischoff may not be 
popular—or even ethical—but 
it is, by a long shot, far more 
effective in getting Morgan to 
4 the “Promised Land.” 

JOHN DEIHLE 
Los Angeles, CA 


Has anybody else noticed 
a troubling trend taking hold 
in WWE? It seems former fan 
favorites are abandoning their 
supporters in increasing num- 
# bers of late. First, we saw R- 
| Truth turn his back on his “Little 
Jimmys” on Raw, and most re- 
cently, on Smackdown, Chris- 
tian said he’s no longer listen- 
ing to his peeps. | would like to 
remind R-Truth and Christian— 
and any other wrestler contem- 
plating a turn to the Dark Side— 
that without the support of your 
fans, your careers are mean- 
ingless. So think twice before 
ditching us, because you may 
not get us back. 
AMY ROACH 
Pittsburgh, PA 


| Knew it was just a matter of 
time before Mr. Anderson re- 
claimed the TNA World cham- 
pionship! The man is simply the 
most persistent wrestler on the 
planet today. Sting and Rob Van 
Dam had their little deal, but Mr. 
Anderson never wavered. He was 
always in Sting’s ear, like an an- 
noying bug that just wouldn’t go 
away. Sure, Anderson is loud and 
obnoxious, but let’s give credit 
where it’s due—to Mr. Anderson! 
PATRICK DUFFY 

Springfield, MAO 
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RANDY ORTON 
245, St. Louis, MO 
(3) WWE World champion 


JOHN CENA 

240, West Newbury, MA 

(1) WWE heavyweight champion 
MR. ANDERSON 

243, Green Bay, WI 

(-) TNA World champion 

CM PUNK 

222, Chicago, IL 

(-) No. 1 contender WWE title 
ROB WAN DAM 

237, Los Angeles, CA 

(-) No. 1 contender TNA World title 


ALBERTO DEL RIO 
240, San Luis Potosi, Mexico 
{-) No. 2 contender WWE title 


TAKASHI SUGIURA 

220, Nagoya, Japan 

{-) GHC heavyweight champion 
ULTIMO GUERRERO 

210, Gomez Palacio, Mexico 

(4) CMLL champion 

DAVEY RICHARDS 

205, Othello, WA 

(-) Ring of Honor heavyweight champion 
SHEAMUS 

280, Dublin, Ireland 

(-) No. 1 contender WWE World title 


Davey Richards 


DAVID OTUNGA & MICHAEL McGILLICUTTY 


Combined weight: 474 pounds 

(3) WWE tag team champions 

CHARLIE HAAS & SHELTON BENJAMIN 
Combined weight: 497 pounds 

(2) ROH tag team champions 


CHRIS HERO & CLAUDIO CASTAGNOLI 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 
(4) No. 1 contenders ROH tag team title 


ALEX SHELLEY & JAMES STORM 
Combined weight: 445 pounds 

(-) TNA World tag team champions 

JON DAVIS & KORY CHAVIS 

Combined weight: 449 pounds 

(6) NWA tag team champions 

BIG E LANGSTON & CALWIN RAINES 
Combined weight: 549 pounds 

(5) FCW tag team champions 

MASATO YOSHINO & PAC 

(7) Combined weight: 331 pounds 

(3) DGUSA Open the United Gate champions 
KENSO & KEL] MUTO 

Combined weight: 490 pounds 

(-)All Japan Unified tag team champions 
GIANT BERNARD & KARL ANDERSON 
Combined weight: 590 pounds 

{-) IWGP tag team champions 

SANTINO MARELLA & VLADIMIR KOZLOV 
Combined weight: 529 pounds 

(-) No. 1 contenders WWE World tag team title 


WWE Champion: 


World Champion: 


JOHN CENA RANDY ORTON 
{C) 240, West Newberry, MA (C) 245, St. Louis, MO 
1—CM PUNK 1—SHEAMUS 
{4) 222, Chicago, IL (3) 280, Dublin, Ireland 
2—ALBERTO DEL RIO 2—EZEKIEL JACKSON 
(2) 240, San Luis Potosi, Mex. (-) 309, Guyana 
3—ALEX RILEY 3—WADE BARRETT 
[-) 251, Washington, DC (2) 265, Manchester, England 
4—THE MIZ 4— CHRISTIAN 
{1) 231, Cleveland, OH (1) 240, Toronto, ON 
S—DOLPH ZIGGLER 5S—MARK HENRY 
(5) 221, Hollywood, CA (9) 392, Silsbee, TX 
6—REY MYSTERIO JR. 6—CODY RHODES 
(9) 175, San Diego, CA (4) 223, Marietta, GA 
7—R-TRUTH 7—DANIEL BRYAN 
(7) 235, Charlotte, NC (6) 190, Aberdeen, WA 
8—THE BIG SHOW 8—SIN CARA 
(8) 485, Tampa, Fl (7) 196, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—KOFI KINGSTON 9—KANE 
(3) 221, Ghana, West Africa (5) 323, Hell 
10—JACK SWAGGER 10—DREW McINTYRE 


(-) 263, Perry, OK 


128 a PWia 


(8) 252, Ayr, Scotland 


World Champion Champion: 
MR. ANDERSON DAVEY RICHARDS 
(2) 243, Green Bay, WI (2) 205, Othello, WA 
1—ROB VAN DAM 1—EDDIE EDWARDS 
(1) 237, los Angeles, CA (C) 214, Boston, MA 
2—STING 2—EL GENERICO 
(C) 255, Venice Beach, CA (4) 180, Tijuana, Mexico 
3—XKURT ANGLE 3—RODERICK STRONG 
(3) 240, Pittsburgh, PA (3) 215, Tampa, FL 
4—JEFF JARRETT 4—STEWE CORINO 
(4) 235, Nashville, TN {-) 242, Sea Isle City, NJ 
3—CRIMSON 5S—CHRISTOPHER DANIELS 
(-) 252, Cleveland, OH (1) 224, los Angeles, CA 
6—ABYSS 6—XKYLE O'REILLY 
(6) 350, Parts Unknown [-) 195, Vancouver, BC 
7—ERIC YOUNG 7—MIKE ELGIN 
(-) 225, Florence, ON (-) 265, Toronto, ON 
8—AJ STYLES 8—MIKE BENNETT 
(9) 215, Gainesville, GA (10) 225, Carver, MA 
9—BULLY RAY 95—TOMMASO CIAMPA 
(10) 296, Hell’s Kitchen, NY (-) 199, Boston, MA 
10—SAMOA JOE 10—ADAM COLE 


(8) 280, los Angeles, CA 


(-) 190, Panama City, FL 


DRAGON GATE USA: CHAMPION—YAMATO; 1—CIMA; 2—Johnny Gargano; 
3—PAC; 4—Noaruki Doi; 5—Ricochet; 6—Masaaki Mochizuki; 7— Chuck Taylor; 
8—Masato Yoshino; 9— Akira Tozawa; 10— Austin Aries. 


DREAMWAVE: CHAMPION—Acid: 1 —Hammett; 2—Austin Roberts; 
3—Mason Beck; 4—Colt Cabana; 5—Dan Lawrence; 6—Nick Brubaker; 
7—Silas Young; 8—Marshe Rockett; 9—Steve Boz; 10—Shane Hollister. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: CHAMPION—Papadon; 1 —Chris 
Wylde; 2—Bazooka Joe; 3—Kekoa the Flyin’ Hawaiian; 4—Kid America; 
5—Russian Assassin; 6—Damian Dragon; 7—Matt Saigon; 8—Shockwave the 
Robot; 9—Mr. Ooh La La; 10 —AHTU. 


EVOLVE: CHAMPION—Vacant; 1—Johnny Gargano; 2—Chuck Taylor; 3— 
Sami Calihan; 4—A.R. Fox; 5—Ricochet; 6—Drake Younger; 7—Bobby Fish; 
8—Silas Young; 9—Austin Aries; 10 —Shiima Xion. 


FLORIDA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: CHAMPION—Bo Rotundo; 1— 
Lucky Cannon; 2—Seth Rollins; 3—Damien Sandow; 4—Leo Kruger; 5—Richie 
Steamboat; 6—Jinder Mahal; 7—Xavier Woods; 8—Roman Leakee; 
9—Titus O'Neil; 10 —Alexander Rusev. 


FULL IMPACT PRO WRESTLING: CHAMPION —Vacant; 1 —Sami Callahan; 
2—Bobby Fish; 3—Caleb Konley; 4—A.R. Fox; 5—Rick Swann; 6—Manu; 
7—Craig Classic; 8— Chris Gray; 9—Lince Dorado; 10— Austin Aries. 


Champion: 


1—TAKASHI SUGIURA 


NWA CHATTANOOGA: CHAMPION—Tank; 1—Jimmy Rave; 2—Ace 
Rockwell; 3—Shaun Tempers; 4—Andrew Alexander; 5—Seven; 6—Kyle 
Matthews; 7—Chrisjen Hayme; 8—Adam Jacobs; 9—Patrick Bentley; 
10—Corey Hollis, 


PLATINUM CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: CHAMPION —Grotesque; 1 — Chip Day; 
2—The Vandal; 3—Tommy Daniels) 4—Mason; 5—Sylar Cross; 
6—Kyle Matthews; 7—Lee Roy; 8—Seth Delay; 9—Marko Polo; 10—Davey Richards. 


PRO WRESTLING GUERRILLA: CHAMPION —Claudio Castagnoli; 1 —Chris Hero; 
2—Low-Ki; 3—Chuck Taylor; 4—Peter Avalon; 5—Joey Ryan; 6—Kevin Steen; 
7—Roderick Strong; 8—Willie Mack; 9— Brandon Cutler; 10—Paul London. 


RIVER CITY WRESTLING: CHAMPION —Girard St. Christopher; 1 —Ray Rowe; 
2—Ann Dromeda; 3—JoJo Bravo; 4—Muerte; 5—Joey Spector; 6—Nemesis; 
7—Alissa Flash; 8—Big Dogg; 9— Hernandez; 10—Black Belt Jones. 


SHOWTIME ALL-STAR WRESTLING: CHAMPION —Vacant; 1— Chase 
Stevens; 2—Tommy Mercer; 3—Kid Kash; 4—Chris Michaels; 5—Ryan Genesis; 
6—Vordell Walker; 7—Johnny Bandana; 8—JP Magnum; 9—Jeff Daniels; 
10—Cody Michaels. 


WOMEN SUPERSTARS UNCENSORED: CHAMPION —Mercedes Martinez; 1 — 
Lexxus; 2—Brittney Savage; 3— Jessicka Havok; 4—Serena; 5—Alicia; 
6—Nikki Roxx; 7—Kristin Astara; 8—Jazz; 9—Sassy Stephanie; 10—Rain. 


Lehi ee Syria (2) 220, Nagoya, Japan 
1—CHANCE PROPHET apace 
2—HIROSHI TANAHASHI 
(2) 225, Sacramento, CA . 
(1) 230, Ogaki, Japan 
2—COLT CABANA IWGP heavyweight champion 
(1) 233, Chicago, IL 
3—SHAUN TEMPERS (3) 260, Kanagawa, Japan 
(-) 232, Cornelia, GA AJPW Triple Crown champion 
4—DAMIEN WAYNE 4—HIROOKI GOTO 
(5) 237, Hampton, VA (7) 227, Kuwana, Japan 
S—TONY BARONI 
(-) 214, Surrey, BC (10) 259, Miami, Florida 
6—ACE ROCKWELL 6—SHINSUKE NAKAMURA 
(9) 212, Atlanta, GA (9) 245, Mineyama, Japan 
7—SADIST 7—NAOMICHI MARUFUII 
(-) 250, Parts Unknown (5) 190, Saitama, Japan 
8—ADAM PEARCE 8—GO SHIOZAKI 
(3) 248, San Diego, CA (6) 240, Kumamoto, Japan 
S—RAYOUII SAI 9—TIGER MASK IV 
{-) 230, Osaka, Japan {-) 180, Urayusa, Japan 
10—JIMMY RAVE 10—YUII NAGATA 
(-) 200, Atlanta, GA (4) 238, Chiba, Japan 


3—ULTIMO GUERRERO 


(1) 210, Gémez Palacio, Mexico 
CMLL champion 


4—DR. WAGNER JR. 


(6) 216, Torreén, Mexico 


5—AVERNO 


(9) 174 Mexico City, Mexico 


6—JEFF JARRETT 


(-) 230, Nashville, TN 


TLANTIS 
(-) 202, Los Altos, Mexico 


8—VIRUS 


(-) 175, Mexico City, Mexico 


S—EL MESIAS 


(-) 245, Bayamén, Puerto Rico 


10—EXTREME TIGER 


(-]148, Tijuana, Baha, CA 


1—MERCEDES MARTINEZ 
1—LA. PARK (3) 147, Waterbury, CT 
(-) 255, Monterrey, Mexico 2—MADISON EAGLES 
2—1A MASCARA (2) 160, Sydney, Australia 
(-]186 Mexico City, Mexico 3—XKELLY KELLY 


(-) 108, Jacksonville, FL 
WWE Divas champion 

4—SARA DEL REY 

(6) 160, Martinez, CA 
5S—BRITTANY FORCE 

(5) 130, Johnstown, PA 
G—MICKIE JAMES 

(1) 128, Richmond, VA 

TNA Knockouts champion 
7—SASSY STEPHIE 

(7) 122, Akron, OH 
8—BRITTNEY SAVAGE 

(-) 155, los Angeles, CA 
9—TASHA SIMONE 

(8) 156, Dallas, TX 


O—LEXKUS 
(-) 118, New Bedford, MA 
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March 2005: 2004—The\Year In Wrestling. Plus: ‘2004 In Review, 
Achievement '05 awards, Unoffial/Officl, phantastic photos of 2004), predic- 
tions for 2005, 


July 2005: Gold Strike! Cena & Batista Change The Face Of Wres- 
thing! Plus: Kevin Nash, Chris Benoit, Hearlbreakers, all-time WrestleMania 
roster, the state of the game. 


November 2005: The PW/ 500; Plus: Batista, RVD, Samoa Joe, Chris 
Jericho, Muhammad Hasson, dream feams. 


January 2006: Special Report —WWE vs. TNA: Let The War Begin! 
Plus: Dudleys vs. Hardy & Rhino, Orton-Orton, Bryon Danielson, Report Cards. 


March 2006: 2005—The Year In Wrestling. Plus: 2005 In Review, 
Achievement 2005 awards, Unofficial/Official awards, phantastic photos of 
2005, predictions for 2006. 


May 2006: Awesome! Samoa Joe Takes Wrestling Where It’s Never 
Been Before! Plus: Lashley, Angle Batista, Edge, ROH-CZW, Wrestling Forecaster. 


, July 2006: WM 22: Magic Mania Moments! Plus: The State.of the 
Game, Abyss & Mitchell, Davey Richards, Christian Coge. 


September 2006: The Triple-H Paradox: What He Needs He Cannot 
Keep. Plus: Mid-year report, Shawn Michaels, Rob Van Dam, Chris Daniels, 
SummerSlam’ top 25 matches, ECW years—1992-2001. 


January 2007: Sudden Impact! Can Kurt Angle Do For TNA What 
Hulk Hogan Did For WCW? Plus: Raw vs. Smackdown vs. TNA vs. ECW, The 
Big Show, Orton-Masters-Carlito-Nitro, Matches of the Year. 


March 2007: 2006—The Year In Wrestling. Plus: 2006 In Review, 
Achievement 2006 awards, Unofficial /Official awards, phantastic photos of 
2006, predictions for 2007. 


May 2007: The 2007 PW/ Poll. Plus: Batista, AMW, CM Punk, Bam Bam 
Bigelow, Flair-Dykstro, Chris Sabin. : 


July 2007: ‘Mania Madness: Exdusive WM 23 Coverage. Plus: The 
State of the Game, Samoa Joe, wrestling deaths, global wrestling. 


September 2007: Orton Pays The Price In The Ring ... And Earns 
The Fans’ Respect. Plus: Mid-year report, Edge, MVP, Jay Lethal, Great Khali. 


November 2007: The PWI 500. Plus: John Cena, TNA, WWE draft, TNA 
analysis. 
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December 2007: Tiple-H Disses The Champ: 
A Sea Of Fea” A a ae is Mths Have 
Khali, Raw vs. Smackdown vs. TNA vs. ECW, 90 minutes with Chris Jericho. 


February 2008: HBK: “If You Ask Me, Im Younger Than Randy 
Orton.” Plus: Kurt Angle, Nigel McGuiness, Gail Kim, Royal Rumble ct 20, 
sleaziest sluts & slimeballs, 


March 2008: 2007—The Year In Wrestling. Plus: 2007 In Review, 
Achievement 2007 awards, Unoffical/Official awards, phantastic photos of 
2007, predictions for 2008. 


June 2008: Special Tribute To Ric Flair: His 25 Greatest Covers Of 
All-Time. Plus: Y2J-JBL, Christian Cage, NWA, Brock Lesnar, Vickie Guerrero, 
John Morrison. 


August 2008: Was Shawn Wrong? Former World Speak 
Loudly ... And Unanimously! Plus: Angle-Joe, Undertaker, CM Punk, Austin 
Aries, State of the Game. 


September 2008: Take It Like A Man, Orton! A Real Champion 
Knows How To Lose. Plus: Lance Cade, McChif, general managers, guide 
to independents, Mid-Year Report. 


November 2008: “PWI Female 50.” Plus: Beer Money-Comette, Triple H, 
Shelton Benjamin, Mark Henry, women’s wrestling, ROH-NWA, Kevin Nosh. 


December 2008: Five-Way Faceoff: Raw vs. Smackdown vs. ECW 
vs. ROH. Plus: Michelle McCool, JBL, Joke Hager, Shawn Michaels, Angle- 
Styles, Ric Flair. 


February 2009: Annoying? Si ... Successful? Si ... But Is Santino A 
Worthy Champ? Plus: Sheik Abdul Bashir, TNA Wars, Hardys, Super 8, Bryon 
Danielson, second-generations stars vs. dads, 20 matches that changed wrestling. 


March 2009: 2008 —The Year In Wrestling. Plus: 2008 In Review, 
Achievement 2008 awards, Unofficial/Official awards, plrantastic photos of 
2008, predictions for 2009. 


June 2009: The PW/ Poll. Plus: Hardy vs. Hardy, Christian, Team 3-D, Kelly 
Kelly, CZW, Shawn Michoels, greatest wrestlers never to win world title. 


August 2009: Jacked Up! Old Pro, New Era For TNA. Plus: Batisto, FOW 
prospects, MVP, Homicide, State of the Game. 


September 2009: Mid-Year Report. Plus: Angelina Love, MVP, Evan 
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Novenber 2009: on Skunk: ise aiere misectesst Plus: 
Gets Micka arnesS Toman Deora Vr laglel rmciae? Chris Jericho, DiBiose Sr. 
&Jr., “PWI Female 50.” 


December 2009: Five-Way Faceoff: Raw vs. Smackdown vs. ECW 
vs. ROH. Plus: ODB-Cody, Orfon-Cena, American Wolves, Dolph Ziggler, anti- 
Americanism, Gabe Sapalsky. 


February 2010: Triple-H—Wrestler Of The Decade. Plus: The Decade 
In Review, Desmond Wolfe, Super 8, John Cena, Hulk Hogan, Capt. Lou by 
Poul Heyman. 


March 2010: 2009—The Yeor in Wrestling. Plus: 2009 In Review, 
Achievement 2009 awards, Unofficial/Official awards, phantastic photos 
of 2009. 


June 2010: Can Anyone Stand Up To Sheamws? Plus: The Miz, Cary 
Silkin, Jack Brisco, Steve Williams, WrestleMania 100, PH! Poll. 


August 2010: The Bell Tolls For HBK: Team Coverage Of Wrestle- 
Mania 26. Plus: Adam Pearce, Amazing Red, the Briscoes, State of the 
Game report. 


September 2010: Cena (2010), Kobashi (2010), Flair (1990), 
Race (1980) —Who Would Win The Battle Of The Decades? Plus: 
Vince McMahon, Jack Swagger, Abyss, Edge, collectibles, Mid-Year Report. 


November 2010: The NXT Invasion: 5 Doomsday Scenarios For 
WWE. Plus: Floir-Styles-Kozarion-Wolfe, Austin Creed, Mickie James, 
Michelle McCool, “PW! Female 50.” 


December 2010: Cena’s Suicide Mission: There’s No Winning 
And There’s No Way Out! Plus: Danielson-Shingo, Kane-Undertak- 
er, Hardcore Justice, Motor City Machine Guns, secondary titles, four- 
way faceoff. 


February 2011: John Cena vs. Randy Orton: PWI's Special 50-Cat- 
egory Analysis. Plus: Bryan Daniel, Jeff Hardy, Phill Shatter, Big Show, ROH, 
CM Punk, What's Ahead in 2011? 


March 2011: 2010—The Year In Wrestling. Plus: 2010 In Review, 
Achievement 2010 awards, Unofficiol/Official awards, phantastic photos 
of 2010. 


June 2011: CM Punk: Is He Destined To Let History Destroy Him? 
Plus: The Hardys, Edge, Sheamus-Morrison, Winter, all-time WrestleMania 
roster, PWI Poll. 
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